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Dedicating Ourselves to God
As we think of ﬁrsts and new things, a Bible story comes to mind — the presentation of the baby Jesus at the
temple (Luke 2:22-24). Before Mary and Joseph get too far along into rearing Jesus as their son, they do
something ﬁrst. In this Scripture, Mary and Joseph bring their infant son to the temple in Jerusalem to fulﬁll
the requirements of the law which said that after a time of puriﬁcation for the mother following childbirth,
the parents and child were to go to the temple to oﬀer a sacriﬁce to the Lord (Leviticus 12). A reason for this
is that although the birth of a child signals blessing and joy, it also reminds us of the curse associated with
pain in childbirth and the sin passed on from parents to child ever since the fall (Genesis 3:16).
Mary and Joseph obeyed God’s command to oﬀer a sacriﬁce that day, but they also obeyed another
command of the Lord — that every ﬁrstborn male was to be dedicated to Him. Jesus represented Mary and
Joseph’s ﬁrstborn son (Luke 2:7). In requiring that the ﬁrstborn be dedicated to Him, God was calling to the
people’s memory the great act of deliverance He performed for them. When God struck down the ﬁrstborn
of Egypt, God preserved the ﬁrstborn of Israel, not because of their own merit (Deut. 9:6), but by the blood of
the lamb that they placed over the doorposts. Henceforth, God asked Israel to set aside all the ﬁrstborn
males, human and animal, to the Lord as “a sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead that the Lord
brought us out of Egypt with His mighty hand” (Exodus 13:16). Dedicating the ﬁrsts of their dear possessions
to the Lord reminded the people of what God had done for them.
In this act of dedication, the parents relinquished ownership of their child. The child belonged to the Lord for
His service. But even here, God was gracious. He appointed the descendants of the tribe of Levi to serve as
His servants in the temple in place of the ﬁrstborn sons. After symbolically dedicating their child to the Lord,
parents could redeem their child — in other words reclaim them — into their household again by paying a
redemption price of ﬁve shekels to the priests (Numbers 18:16). In the new covenant established through the
death and resurrection of Jesus, God doesn’t require us to perform these rituals any longer. They remain in
Scripture, however, as a continual reminder of what God has done.
As we start the new year, many of our resolutions center around us. They deal with self improvement, which
isn’t a bad thing altogether — eating healthier, getting more sleep, watching less TV are good things for us.
But if that is where our resolutions stop, then we are forgetting the greater things to which God has called us.
God says that we are a “chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you
may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness and into His wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9).
God redeemed us with His sacred blood not so that we could serve ourselves but so that we could serve Him.
He has saved us from any empty way of life and given us a life-giving relationship with Him. How can we
share that with others? How can we be Christ’s representative in someone else’s life? How can we give more
of ourselves to God and less to the things of the world? This would truly be a new year’s resolution for us.
Just as Mary and Joseph dedicated this new life in their arms to God, this new
year let us resolve to dedicate ourselves to God’s service, to the God who has
done so much for us and has loved us with an everlasting love. He deserves
our best.
Amen
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Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees
December Meetings
Board of Elders





Board of Trustees

Discussed gluten free sensitivity.
Gluten free elements for Communion
Welcome 2 new members: Deb & Robert Getz
on December 8th@8am
Looking for ways to support our church family
members who are grieving loss of loved ones



No meeting.

PLEASE NOTE OUR SNOW POLICY
If the conditions are hazardous (ice, excessive snow, winter weather emergency conditions,
etc.), please consult any of the following to find out whether worship has been cancelled, or the
schedule altered:




WFMZ, Channel 69 (Check the crawl on television, but they have indicated to us that
they will only post the announcement on their website, www.wfmz.com, unless there
are “extreme weather conditions”).
The church voicemail message (610-759-0376)

We will make every effort to arrive at an appropriate decision prior to 7:00 AM on Sunday
mornings.

ANNUAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
The annual meeting of our Church Council at Schoeneck will take
place on Sunday, February 2 at 12:30 PM. After the worship service
that day (only one service on this day), we will enjoy a covered dish
luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite dish to share.
The business meeting will follow after lunch. Key items on the
agenda will be the selection of church officers and consideration of
our 2019 church budget.

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE for those with reports due. Please provide your
reports to the church office no later than Sunday, January 5th. If you can get them in
sooner, this would be a big help. We hope to have copies of the 2019 Annual Report
available on Sunday, January 26th.
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Worship the Lord with Us!
EPIPHANY HOLY COMMUNION — January 5
Our celebration of Epiphany Holy Communion will take place on Sunday, January 5th. The season
of Epiphany recalls the revelation of Jesus Christ to the Gentile world, through the Wise Men. Get
off on the right track spiritually this year by renewing your faith through the Lord’s Supper on this
day.
NEXT STEWARDSHIP MINUTE — January 12
Last year during our first “stewardship minute” in worship, we began to explore what the word
“stewardship” means to us as image bearers of Christ. As God’s redeemed people, we are now
God’s handiwork, created in Jesus to do good works (Ephesians 2:10). God has entrusted us with
gifts of time, talent, treasure, and testimony to make Him known in the world. On this Sunday, we
will take a few minutes during worship to give God thanks for the good work He has allowed us to
do as we highlight the stewardship of another ministry of our church.
SCOUT SUNDAY — January 26
On Sunday, January 26 worship will be made even more special by participation from members
of Cub Scout Pack 78. Our congregation has long been blessed by our relationship with the
Scouts, with some of our own members even giving back to our church through their
involvement. Let us give God thanks for the work He is doing in our young people’s lives this day.

Gluten Free Communion
The Board of Elders has been discussing how to accommodate our
members who need gluten free communion wafers. After much thought
and input from the board members, we feel that we have come up with
a good solution. The problem in serving communion is the crosscontamination from the bread which has gluten onto the communion
wafer. A miniscule crumb of the bread falling onto the gluten free wafer
is enough to cause severe reactions to those who have gluten
intolerances like Celiac Disease. We have purchased individually wrapped
gluten free communion wafers to thwart cross contamination. We have
also made all those helping in the communion process aware of how to
prevent cross-contamination. We will be evaluating and perfecting our
communion serving. If you need to have a gluten free communion wafer,
please let our pastors or Elders know.
For those of you who are not familiar with gluten problems, it can be as
simple as having a minor intolerance to wheat, to a severe reaction in
the digestive system. At its worst, the reaction can cause the person to
be unable to absorb any nutrients at all. For those who would like to
read more about this problem, I recommend going to BeyondCeliac.org.
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Thank you to our church
family for your love,
concern, and prayers during
Glenn’s surgery and
recovery.
Glenn & Carolyn Hertzog

Thank you for all the wonderful cards we received on our 70th
wedding anniversary. Your kind words of encouragement and
blessings made both of us very happy. Our Schoeneck Church
Family has always been a cherished and important part of the
journey with our ministers and our Lord's blessings everyday.
Thank you all again for your kindness and words of comfort.
Elwood and Betty Warner

On behalf of my father and brother and sisters,

we would like to thank all our brothers and sisters in faith for their prayers,
cards, and expressions of condolences and compassion on the passing of our Mother Sandra Gillette. We would also
like to express heartfelt thanks to Pastors Garritt and Sanette for coming to Mom's celebration of life service and
providing prayerful support.
Dave, Melissa, Austin,
and Evan Gillette.

Thank you to all who have
helped to make and serve meals
at Safe Harbor in 2019.
We are looking for volunteers to do
this for 2020. A sign-up sheet will be
posted on the bulletin board outside
of the church office.
Please contact Carolyn Hertzog
with any questions.

Congratulations on the baptism
of Teagan Grace Young,
daughter of Heather & Evan Young,
granddaughter of Robin & Brian Foulk
on December 22, 2019.

We express our sympathy to
Belinda & Thomas Roberts
and family
on the death of her mother
Ella Hildenbrandt on
December 5, 2019.

We express our sympathy to
Elaine & Jerry Bittner
and family
on the death of her sister
Dorothy Ward on
November 23, 2019.
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Time, Talent and Treasure
NOVEMBER MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2019

NOVEMBER
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Moravian Open Door

NOVEMBER ACTIVITY

$110

Provincial Administration

NOV
NOV
NOV

YTD
YTD
YTD

TOTAL
TOTAL
NET

REVENUE
EXPENSES
REVENUE

$32,278
-$32,307
-$29

$1,915

Thanksgiving Offering

$105

Memorial Gifts - Barbara Dotter

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY
TOTAL REVENUE
$322,138
-$319,298
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET
REVENUE
$2,840

$1,870

Memorial Gifts - June Fehr

$495

Memorial Gifts - Abbie Siegel

$125

Special Projects - Esperanza

$395

Special Projects - Nazareth Food
Bank

$10

Special Offering - Hurricane
Relief

$20

Fuel Fund

Unpaid Provincial Obliga%ons through
November 30, 2019 are $19,533

$448

Communion/Lovefeast

SCHOENECK’S MONTHLY OBLIGATION TO THE
PROVINCE & DISTRICT IS $7,237.

$4,726

Choir CD Sales

Thank you to the William Smith memorial fund
for covering the cost of a lift for the church’s
lawn tractor in the amount of $122.

$930

Busy Bees Ornaments

$45

Anniversary Offering

$5

TOTAL

$11,199

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:00
AM

10:30
AM

TOTAL

Sunday
School

Sunday, Nov 3

50

94

144

53

Sunday, Nov 10

46

62

108

58

Sunday, Nov 17

46

93

139

55

Sunday, Nov 24

61

78

139

54

Sunday Average ~

5

133

Christian Education… for all ages
Happy New Year and hope you enjoyed
welcoming in 2020, I’m pretty sure I slept from one
year into the next! Prayers that your new year is
happy, healthy, prosperous, and bright.

Schoeneck’s 12 Days of Christmas

On the 1st day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
a church to worship faithfully.
On the 2nd day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
2 Wonderful Pastors
On the 3rd day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
3 Singing Choirs
On the 4th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
4 Advent Sundays
On the 5th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
5 Awesome Youth Leaders
On the 6th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
6 Fire Pit Fellowships
On the 7th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
7 Silly Camp Songs
On the 8th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
8 Tired Trustees
On the 9th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
9 Eager Elders
On the 10th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
10 Commandments to live by
On the 11th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
11 Sugar Cake Lovefeasts
On the 12th day of Christmas,
my (Church/Savior) gave to me,
12 Stained Glass Windows

I first want to thank all the children that
participated in the Christmas Pageant. As usual,
you all did an excellent job. An extra special thank
you goes out to those who filled in at the last
minute due to all the sickness that hit at the most
inappropriate time. I hope and pray that everyone
was recovered from their sickness by Christmas.
Thank you to all the adults and Sunday School
teachers that kept the children busy, out of
mischief, and cued them into the sanctuary at the
appropriate time. Thank you to Sarah Hriniak for
producing the play and pulling it all together in a
short period of time and JoAnn Heckman for
organizing and leading the church service. Thank
you to Patty Alercia for playing for the service and
filling in as the accompanist for the Jr. Choir’s “12
Days of Christmas” that was updated for accuracy
by JoAnne Heckman. Our Schoeneck youth are
amazing and talented, wouldn’t you agree? Our
church is truly blessed! ♥
Our children's Sunday School classes will continue
with our studies where we left off prior to
Christmas.
I will bring you a report on our intergenerational
“Remember When…” Sunday from December 29th
in the February newsletter.
Just a reminder that if anyone needs a new set of
Sunday School offering envelopes, please see me or
let any Sunday School teacher know.
Blessings for a Happy New Year!
Pamela F Stampf
Acting Sunday School Coordinator

Junior Youth Group
at Safe Harbor
Saturday, January 4
Junior Youth Group
will be serving a meal
at Safe Harbor.
Meet at Mountain View
Drive-in at 5:00 PM to
travel there.
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What’s Happening…
COFFEE for SAFE HARBOR

We collected

through Feb 2nd

66 shoeboxes

filled with Christmas gifts

We are collecting donations of
regular or decaffeinated coffee to
support the Safe Harbor Shelter for the homeless
in Easton. Also accepting hot chocolate mix, and
Tea (regular or decaf).

for children for
the Holiday Hope Chest!
Thank you for your generosity!

Please place your donations in the collection box
in the church entryway.
Questions? Contact Carolyn Hertzog.

Additional Copies
of the
2020 Daily Text
are available in the
church of ce
on a rst come- rst
served basis.

Property Committee
is looking for
new members.

Paperback Daily Text - $10
Large Print Daily Text - $12

If you are interested,
please contact
Jack Breidinger

Flower and Bulletin
Sponsorships
are now available for 2020.
Please check the bulletin board
or contact the church office
for availability.

Church Committee/Ministry
reports are due to the church office
by Sunday,
January 5th.

Welcome to New Members!
On Sunday, Dec. 8 at our 8:00 A.M. service, we welcomed two new members
into our church: Robert and Debra Getz. We are blessed to have them as part of
our congregation and to be able to work alongside them for Christ at Schoeneck
Moravian. Please take some time to greet and welcome them personally, and
remember that as members of the same body in Jesus, we are called to care for
one another and pray for each other (1 Corinthians 12:26, 2 Thessalonians 3:1).
Remember to support them as brother and sisters in Jesus, to look out for them,
and to pray for them.
If you’d like to know how to reach any of our newest members, below is their
contact information.
Robert and Debra Getz:
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Visitation Ministry
Visitation Ministry Touches Many Lives
Mae Kline is a homebound member of Schoeneck,
whom I have had the privilege to visit on numerous
occasions. Part of the joy of home visits is listening to
stories of people’s lives, and Mae has many stories of
her childhood in the Topton Orphanage. She has
shared these stories with me and others over the past
several years. Then this past summer her story took
on a new dimension.
While talking with Schoeneck friends Ella and Rich
Hildenbrandt, Rich mentioned in passing that his
mother, Jean, grew up in the Topton Orphanage.
Coincidence? Mae and Jean are both in their nineties;
both are from Nazareth; and both grew up in the
same orphanage! Weeks later, I asked Mae if she
knew a Jean Morris from the orphanage. Her face lit
up. She knew Jean but had lost track of her 70 years
ago, and all her attempts to find her had been futile. I told Mae that Jean was living at Moravian Hall
Square. Her joy filled my heart, and I knew they had to get together.
When I shared their story with the Visitation Ministry and the hope for a
reunion, Cookie Knauss offered to help make this a reality. On my next
visit with Mae, she greeted me with pictures of herself and Jean—two
young women starting out in life, full of hope and promise. Mae was
enthusiastic about the proposed visit.
On a wet, overcast November afternoon, Cookie, Mae, and I trekked to
Moravian Hall Square for the surprise reunion. Jean remembered Mae,
and for the next hour and a half, the two were back in time, sharing
memories: Mae, talkative and jubilant; Jean, subdued and radiant. Two
friendships, separated by time and brought together by the grace of God.
If you wish to learn more about these two remarkable women and hear
their stories firsthand, please feel free to visit them. You will be glad you
did, and so will they.
Sharing this joy,
Ann-Louise Taylor
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Worship Helpers This Month
SPONSORS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
FLOWERS - $40.00

BULLETINS - $25.00

1/5
1/12
1/19
1/26

1/5
1/12
1/19
1/26

OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
Cookie & George Knauss

OPEN
OPEN
Jeﬀ & Carol Faust
Dolores Klipple

JANUARY TRUSTEE

John Beitel

JANUARY SAFE HARBOR Jr. Youth Group

JANUARY ELDERS

8:00 AM Cookie Knauss
10:30 AM Jim Makovetz

JANUARY RECYCLING John Beitel

Date

January 5
(Communion)

Time

Ushers

Greeters

Scripture
Readers

Nursery

8:00
AM

George & Cookie
Knauss

TBA

Melody Stocker

---

10:30
AM

Ron & Linda Minnich
Darl & Bev Houck

TBA

Sue Dreydoppel

Doug & Deb
Charles

8:00
AM

Dave & Barb Butz

TBA

Catherine Hahn

---

10:30
AM

Szulborski Family

TBA

Lorena Roberts

Dwayne & Lisa
Moyer

8:00
AM

Gagner Family

TBA

John Beitel

---

10:30
AM

Mehlig Family

TBA

Ann-Louise Taylor

James & Courtney
Schnyderite

8:00
AM

Lawrence & Brenda
Voll, Scouts

TBA

Scouts

---

10:30
AM

Mike & Lois
Zibulnik, Scouts

TBA

Scouts

Lorena Roberts,
Catherine Hahn

January 12

January 19

January 26
(Scout Sunday)
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Our Church Family
PRAYER CONCERNS

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends)

(Our Church Family)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please
remember to contact the church office when
names should be removed from the list.

*significant
Birthday ending in
a “5” or “0”.

12356811 12 13 15 16 17 18 -

22 25 -

Caitlin Warner*
Victor Skorochod (18)
Isaiah Warner (15)
Francine Messinger*
Irma Williamson*
Kate Rush
Jane Oplinger
Joanne Smith*
Devin Heckman
Brenda Messinger-Voll
Carol Warner
Sara Hartzell
Chadd Horton*
Ryan Love
MaryBeth West*
Morgan Holland (13)
John Schaefer
Gavin Fehr (15)
John Morrow
Betty M. Warner
Lanie Yaswinski
Ellen Clewell
Jennie Dishong

Danielle Nixon
27 - Caitlin Kutz (5)
Sarah Lashley
Brenda Loiacano
Kathryn Makoul
George Makoul
28 - Evan Gillette (19)
29 - Evan Toyberg
Elizabeth Warner
30 - Joseph Kutz*
Justin Lenig*
AJ West (17)

9 - Glenn & Carolyn Hertzog (60)
Henry & Carol Yeska, Jr (60)
22 - Lee & Dee Clewell (26)
25 - George & Cookie Knauss (56)
27 - George & Kathy Makoul

Please let the church office know
about updates to the prayer concerns
lists, as well as any address changes.
Thank you!
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TUE

WED

THU

FRI

1

2

SAT
3

6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir
Epiphany Holy Communion
5

6
5:30 Troop 81107
6:15 Tigers

8 AM Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service

7
6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
7PM Elders
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8 AM Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service

10:30 Bylaws Committee
5:30 Troop 81107
6 PM Troop 81043
6:15 Tigers

6 PM Confirmation Dinner

Second Sunday after Epiphany

19

8 AM Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service
** Blood pressure screening after
worship service.

Scout Sunday
8:00 Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service

13

14
6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
7 PM Trustees

20
6:15 Tigers

26

7 PM Scout Pack

6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
6:30 Christian Education
7 PM Music & Worship

27
5:30 Troop 81107
6 PM Troop 81043
6:15 Tigers

15

21

6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
7 PM Visitation

22
6:30 Cubs

28

9

10

9 AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir

1 PM Troop 81107

Baptism of the Lord

11 AM Al-Anon
5 PM Jr. Youth to Safe
Harbor

8
6:30 Lions
6:30 Cubs
7:15 Scout Committee

16
9AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir

17

23

24

30
9AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir

11
11 AM Al-Anon

18
11 AM Al-Anon
11 AM Private Event
6:30 Girl Scout

9AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir
29

4

25
11 AM Al-Anon
12:30 Private Event

31
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MON
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Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him.
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love.

Our Mission Statement
“To follow the example of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and
serve all.”

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant

8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
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