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God’s Word for Today
It wasn’t too long ago that we heard rumors of war. Less than a month ago, our nation, the Middle East, our
troops overseas sat in anxiety at the prospect of our nation going to war. Even if those tensions have
subsided a bit, the danger is still felt, especially for those who protect our shores and for their families at
home.
As the world around us comes to feel instantly more fragile and uncertain in times like these, many of us may
have wondered, “What are we supposed to do?” As Christians, these rumors of war may have caused us to
look to God with a renewed sense of humility, realizing that we need a foundation; we need direction; we
need hope.
When turbulence strikes our world, the first thing God tells us to do as believers is to not be afraid. You
might wonder what is going to happen to my family, to me, to our world. But Jesus wants us to rest firmly in
Him. He says, “When you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the
end will not come right away” (Luke 21:9). Our hope and security rests not in what the world provides but in
Jesus, who is unchanging (Malachi 3:6) and who promises to gather all believers to Him when He returns again
(Matthew 24:31).
God wants us to rest in Him when the seas get stormy around us, and through prayer, He invites us to
intercede for those especially in danger. When Jesus prayed for the twelve disciples and all future disciples on
the night before His death on the cross, He prayed that God would protect them (John 17:13). This can be
our prayer for today as well, a prayer that God would protect all those in harm’s way and reassurance of His
presence with them through faith. God’s word also directs us to pray for our leaders, for “kings and all those
in authority.” (1 Timothy 2:2) So, we should pray for our leaders that they would be guided by godly counsel
to make decisions in line with the Lord’s will. And not only should we pray for our troops and leaders, but
also our enemies too, that if they have not yet come to know Jesus, that they too would respond to God’s
love and offer of salvation.
Prayer is our first battleground, and God is the object of our faith and our anchor, but from here, God
desires us as believers to not remain locked behind doors. He doesn’t intend for us to take our hope in Him
and run with it to the nearest shelter and wait for His return. You might remember that this is actually what
the disciples tried to do after Jesus died on the cross — they gathered together with the doors locked for
fear of the Jewish leaders (John 20:19). But what was Jesus’ response to their retreating behind closed doors?
He said to them, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (John 20:21).
God’s plan for us as believers in the midst of a world in crisis is that we would be an active voice and example
for Him. Jesus warned the disciples that many will hate them because they will stand for the name of Jesus,
and that they will be called before kings and governors to share a reason for
their faith in God. In order for this to occur, the disciples would need to be
out in the community, visible for others to see and hear. Our role as disciples
of Christ should be to be out in the world, to “live such good lives among the
pagans, that, though they accuse [us] of doing wrong, they may see [our] good
deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.” (1 Peter 2:12) Through our
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kindness and our good deeds of faith, God’s plan is to use us to call others to repentance and faith in Him
so that they too might live with Jesus forever.
Day by day, let us remember the words of Jesus as He reminds us that His kingdom is not of this world and
those who think they have power only have it because they are given it by God (John 19:11). Let us
remember that our Lord will return to establish His kingdom with power and great glory, and that until He
comes, He has called us into the world, not out of the world, to pray, to serve, and to make His mercy
known to all. Amen.
Pastors Garritt & Sanette

Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees
January Meetings
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees



Implementation of Christian Education Ministry
Charter



Child Safety Clearance Renewals are coming up



Heather will notify of dates due



Noted that the year ended on a positive
financial note to the extent that common
ministries were paid in full.



Investigating use of memorial funds for some
tree planting.



Will probably remove at least one Yew “bush”
to increase visibility when exiting upper
driveway of cemetery.

ANNUAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
The annual meeting of our Church Council
at Schoeneck will take place on
Sunday, February 2 at 12:30 PM.
After the worship service that day (only one service at
10:30 AM), we will enjoy a covered dish luncheon in the
Fellowship Hall. Bring your favorite dish to share.
The business meeting will follow after lunch.
Key items on the agenda will be the selection of church officers
and consideration of our 2020 church budget.
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Worship the Lord with Us!
OUR 2020 WATCHWORD TEXT

“God has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant.”
2 Corinthians 3:6
Mission Lovefeast and Annual Church Council Meeting
On Sunday, February 2, we will worship with one service only at 10:30 A.M. as we celebrate our call
to be messengers of the Gospel in the world with a Mission Lovefeast. Come out to worship as we
reflect on this call and rededicate ourselves to being Christ’s compassionate presence in our
community and the wider world.
A luncheon in the Fellowship Hall and our Annual Church Council Meeting will follow worship.

Children’s Sunday
On Sunday, February 16, our junior youth and children will lead us in the worship of our Lord. They will
be praying the liturgy, offering prayer, and providing a message, as they share their faith and
personal relationship with Jesus with us all. Please come to be blessed by our children and youth
and to support their bold step of leadership within the church.

Ash Wednesday - 7:00 P.M. at Nazareth Moravian Church
On Wednesday, Feb. 26, we begin Lent, the season of the church year in which we focus ever more
closely on Jesus’ journey to the cross for all of us. This year, Nazareth Moravian Church will host us for
all of our Midweek Lenten services held each Wednesday night during the six weeks of Lent at 7:00
P.M., with a fellowship meal open to all at 6:00 P.M. Come to Ash Wednesday, and all our midweek
services, for an opportunity to grow closer to our Lord who came to give His life as a ransom for
many so that all who believe in Him might have life, and have it more abundantly (John 10:10).

PLEASE NOTE OUR SNOW POLICY
If the conditions are hazardous (ice, excessive snow, winter weather emergency conditions,
etc.), please consult any of the following to find out whether worship has been cancelled, or the
schedule altered:




WFMZ, Channel 69 (Check the crawl on television, but they have indicated to us that
they will only post the announcement on their website, www.wfmz.com, unless there
are “extreme weather conditions”).
The church voicemail message (610-759-0376)

We will make every effort to arrive at an appropriate decision prior to 7:00 AM on Sunday
mornings.

3

January Stewardship Minute
by Pam Stampf
For those that don’t know me, I’m Pamela Stampf, a life time member of Schoeneck. My mind couldn’t imagine being at
another church. I have honestly been active in my church since high school when I was involved in Youth. I taught
Sunday School with Brenda Makovetz and Brenda Fogel and a few summers myself and Lorin Miller had summer Sunday
School. I sang in the children and adult choirs. I taught Junior Choir when my son was little because that was the only
way I could get him to sing, and even that wasn’t that great. But he went every week with me because while I stayed
for Sr. Choir, he got to play Transformers with his friend Kyle! As my son grew up and worked weekends, and my
husband’s health got worse and he was unable to work, I took a hiatus from helping at church - not from God because I would work all the weekends and holidays to make ends meet.
Fast forward...along comes my grandson, who is NOT like my son and wants to do EVERYTHING! The first summer I
retired, I brought him to his first Vacation Bible School and mine as a Grandmother! I sat in the back of the fellowship
hall every day with happy tears in my eyes, just seeing how much the kids enjoyed dancing and singing to the Christian
music. I was also in awe of the talent and unending enthusiasm of Sarah Hriniak whom I remembered as the little girl I
had in choir. Now she had these kids jumpin’ around and singing like crazy!
Next year comes and VBS is getting close, but Sarah is still announcing that she is looking for teachers and helpers. Like
most others I just figured, oh well, she’ll get the help. I’m just going to take my grandson and sit in the back of the
fellowship hall like last year and watch. Now it’s like the week before VBS and she still needs help, hmmm...I wonder if I
could do this? But I haven’t done this in so long. What if I mess up? The kids won’t know it, but there are adults that
come along with the kids. They’ll know it. But then why aren’t they helping?? Hmmm...maybe I can teach the youngest
group of kids, that way I’ll be with my grandson. The best of both worlds, right? A successful week of VBS and I really
enjoyed it! See you next year!
Church council comes and it’s announced that Sarah will no longer be doing Vacation Bible School. She’s now done it
close to 20 years all by herself and she’s burned out with all the other things she is involved in. Shortly, I was
approached by 2 members of the church and was asked if I would take on Vacation Bible School. What, me? Are you
kidding? I can’t do this! I’m not a teacher, I’m a nurse. I don’t know anything about getting this stuff all together! It will
never be as good as the weeks I observed!
So I think and think and pray about it. If God really wants me to use my time and talent for this, He’s going to give me a
push and have someone step up to help me, right? Right! Doesn’t Sarah offer to be my assistant and help me do this. It’s
a good thing because I WASN’T GETTING UP ON ANY STAGE AND JUMPIN’ AROUND AT MY AGE!
So in 2015, I became the VBS Coordinator with the assistance of the old coordinator! It’s just wonderful to see how
happy the kids are to come to VBS. They soak in all that they are taught during that week, they sing the songs that they
learned from one year to the next. I try to pick a date that won’t conflict too much with the summer camps being held
at Camp Hope. It is a combined VBS with Nazareth Moravian Church. We advertise and ask for leaders and helpers
both young and old from both churches or friends. Attendance varies depending on what other churches may be having
their Bible schools held that week. This past year we had a total of 43 children attend and 30+ helpers. The children
represented 10 different churches. 15 of our Schoeneck children attended. In addition to Bible studies we always have a
craft class for both preschool and elementary ages, games and snacks made by the kitchen crew that always coincide
with the lesson of the day. We always do some sort of outreach collection. This year it was for “Support our Troops”
organization and our daily offering went to the Moravian Board of World Missions for Mission Outreach. I have met so
many new and lovely young adults and children, have seen them grow up from being in the VBS classes to now being
the Crew Leaders of the children. They look forward to helping for one week in the summer to do sports with the
kids. I receive a Christmas Card and picture each year of a brother and sister that were helpers from the first year I
started and they are now both in college.
I think God put me in that fellowship hall the first year for a good reason! I was holding out on using what He had
instilled in me, to share my love of Him with His children. Whether I was a teacher or not, whether I knew how to
organize this all or not, HE was there right behind me. I just needed a little push!
Sometimes we hide our time, talent and treasures and just let others step forward instead, until we get that PUSH from
HIM and realize HE’S right beside you!
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Time, Talent and Treasure
DECEMBER MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2019

DECEMBER
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Moravian Open Door

DECEMBER ACTIVITY
DEC
DEC
DEC

YTD
YTD
YTD

TOTAL
TOTAL
NET

REVENUE
EXPENSES
REVENUE

$140

Provincial Administration

$47,610
-$43,897
$3,713 *

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY
TOTAL REVENUE
$369,749
-$363,196
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET
REVENUE
$6,553

$2,825

Thanksgiving Offering

$630

Memorials - Barbara Dotter

$40

Memorials - June Fehr

$25

Memorials - Brian Schaefer

$710

Memorials - Ella Hildenbrandt

$240

Memorials - Kyle Butz

* Reﬂects Five Sunday Month
ALL PROVINCIAL OBLIGATIONS FOR 2019
WERE PAID IN FULL!
As a result, Schoeneck will be forgiven $31,321
of balances due from previous years!

$1.050

Special Projects - Esperanza

$15

Special Projects - Naz Food Bank

$30

Snow Plowing

$330

Fuel Fund

$135

Communion/ Lovefeast

$551

Choir CD Sales

$982

Busy Bee Ornament Sales

$85

Christmas Offering

Thank you to the William Smith Memorial Fund
for the use of $179 to cover maintenance
of the lawn tractor.

$7,923

New Year’s Eve Offering

$862

TOTAL

$16,573

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:00
AM

10:30
AM

TOTAL

Sunday
School

Sunday, Dec 1

29

51

80

32

Sunday, Dec 8

46

70

116

46

Sunday, Dec 15

44

78

122

24

Sunday, Dec 22

36

105

141

45

Sunday, Dec 29

n/a

93

93

n/a

Sunday Average ~

5

110

Christian Education… for all ages
Happy February! The month of showing LOVE! We, as Christians, should be showing our love for God and others
every day of every month!
Talk about LOVE:
I just love how our intergenerational Sunday, December 29, 2019, REMEMBER WHEN…..turned out. We had about
30 people attend, only 2 children, but I was told by numerous adults how much they enjoyed reminiscing about
Schoeneck and the traditions from years ago. It even sparked a lot of correspondence on the Schoeneck Facebook
site with posting of the Perfect Attendance Pins, pictures of dieners at Christmas, the sanctuary Christmas trees,
and most recently pictures of the Advent Christmas program and Sunday school classes. The event may be
something to consider repeating next year with old church pictures to pass around and pictures of members from
years ago, so we can guess who they are. Lots of ideas to consider. We have several months to think about it,
though.
Some events to look forward to in the up coming months:
March 12th - Birthday Social
April 12th - Easter Family Challenge
May 19th - Mother’s Day Tea
June 12th - Father’s Day Clam Bake
See you in Sunday School!
Many blessings,
Pamela Stampf
Acting Sunday School Coordinator

Jr Youth Group Event
Sunday, February 9
after 10:30 AM worship
We will make

handmade Valentine Cards
for residents at Walden III. Bring a lunch with you.

Featuring dinner, silent auction,
camp songs, and more!

Camp Hope
Kick-oﬀ Dinner
at East Hills Moravian Church
Saturday, February 22
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More info on ordering tickets or for questions,
call 908-459-4435 or email director@camphope.org
See ﬂyer across from church bulletin board

What’s Happening…
During the month of February, we will be collecting food for the

Nazareth Area Food Bank
All non-perishable items are accepted.
Below is a list of items that are especially needed.
Please no outdated or open jars or boxes!
Pasta Sauce ~ Peanut Butter ~ Jelly ~ Canned Tuna ~ Other Canned Meats ~ Cereal

A table will be set up in the Sanctuary for your donations. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Gehris.

COFFEE for SAFE HARBOR

Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays
January 22 - February 19
6:30 PM

through Feb 2nd
We are collecting donations of regular or
decaffeinated coffee to support the Safe Harbor
Shelter for the homeless in Easton. Also accepting
hot chocolate mix, and Tea (regular or decaf).
Please place your donations in the
collection box in the church entryway.

2020 Sponsorships
for Flowers, Bulletins,
and Lovefeasts
Are now available.
See the bulletin board by the
church office to sign up.

Questions? Contact Carolyn Hertzog.

The Choirs of Schoeneck Moravian Church
present their 2019 CD:

Sing Hallelujah!
Listen and worship with all of the best Moravian music
everyday! All proceeds will benefit the music program of
Schoeneck Moravian Church

Central Moravian Church's Care for Creation Committee
is sponsoring a movie night at SteelStacks (Frank Banko Alehouse Cinemas);
A new documentary, The Pollinator
The movie follows migratory beekeepers who travel across the country with truckloads of honey bees to pollinate the
flowers that become the fruits, nuts and vegetables we eat. The movie considers the threats to the bees and ultimately to
our food supply, and how these problems can be addressed. The movie is being shown on Wednesday, February 19 at
7:30 p.m. but tickets must be purchased (online only) by Sunday, Feb. 9th!!
Tickets (including handling fee) cost $13.95 each. Because this is a special showing of the documentary, we need to sell 42
tickets by Sunday, Feb. 9th.
Details are all explained on the website where you purchase the tickets. There is also a trailer for the film.
https://tickets.demand.film/event/9655
Please contact Joan Carson (610-346-8012 or jec1@ lehigh.edu if you have any questions.
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Health Ministry
Greetings!
Since I recently took a fall on some slippery sidewalks, I thought this would be appropriate.
Also, a word of warning: Be careful out there.
Concussion discussion: Care close to home can help heal traumatic brain injury. Concussion treatment
providing physical, occupational and speech therapy, available at Lehigh Valley Health Network, can help
resolve memory, balance, attention, vision, and headache problem.
Untreated concussion symptoms can persist for months, even years. “Often concussion goes
undiagnosed at ﬁrst,” says physical therapist, Ashley Schartzer, with Health Wellness Center at Hazelton.
What causes mild traumatic brain injury (TBI)? People often associate concussions with sports injuries,
but you can suﬀer mild traumatic brain injury from a variety of causes:


Vehicle accidents



Falls



Work related injuries



Any impact that causes brain to come in contact with skull

Symptoms:


Headache



Attention problems



Vision concerns



Memory issues



Balance



Dizziness



Coordination



Fatigue



Trouble sleeping



Light sensitivity

Treatment:


Infrared goggles



NeuroCom BalanceMaster



Dynavision

Where is treatment available?


Concussion & Head Trauma Program at Lehigh Valley Health Network, and Health & Wellness
Centers at Hazelton, Fogelsville and Muhlenberg

Our next Blood pressure screening will be February 16th after both services.
Stop by to see Cookie, Joanne, Lorena or Sally.
Wishing all good health & safe travels!
Health Ministry
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Worship Helpers This Month
SPONSORS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY
FLOWERS - $40.00

BULLETINS - $25.00

2/2
2/9
2/16
2/23

2/2
2/9
2/16
2/23

Glenn & Carolyn Hertzog
The Haﬀner Family
OPEN
OPEN

Judy & Jack Breidinger
Cookie & George Knauss
OPEN
OPEN

FEBRUARY TRUSTEE

Ka9e Ellio:

FEBRUARY SAFE HARBOR Won By One Class

FEBRUARY ELDERS

8:00 AM TBA
10:30 AM TBA

FEBRUARY RECYCLING Sandy & Kevin Love

Date

Time

Ushers

Greeters

Scripture
Readers

Nursery

No 8 AM Service (Church Council Sunday)
February 2
10:30
AM

Dwayne & Lisa
Moyer,
Frank & Gayle
Searock

Linda & Ron
Minnich

Brenda
Makovetz

Mike & Allene
Rampulla

8:00
AM

Dolores Klipple,
Catherine Hahn

Bob & Debbie
Getz

Rich Ressler

---

10:30
AM

Bob & Marianne
Sweitzer, Allene &
Mike Rampulla

Sandy & Kevin
Love

Jay Lirag

Gayle Searock,
Mim Stoudt

8:00
AM

Mel Stocker, Mary
Schweitzer

Joanne & Dennis
Smith

Kurt Eichman

---

10:30
AM

Corey & Jill Beil,
LaRue Beil, Lorena
Roberts

Denise & Alexis
Morris-Ng

n/a

JoAnn Heckman,
Tammy Mehlig

8:00
AM

Bob & Debbie Getz

Catherine Hahn

David Gillette

---

10:30
AM

Kevin & Sandy Love,
Deb & Doug
Charles

Schnyderite
Family

Glenn Hertzog

Sue Anascavage,
Sallyann McCarty

February 9

February 16

February 23
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Our Church Family
PRAYER CONCERNS

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends)

(Our Church Family)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please
remember to contact the church office when
names should be removed from the list.

*significant
Birthday ending in
a “5” or “0”.

1 - Carolyn Kratz
Brett Miller
2 - Dave Butz
Kim Correll
Jonah Rampulla*
3 - Benjamin Shafnisky (12)
Justin Short
4 - Noah Ressler (15)
5- Lindsay Kutz
Mary Ann Orsinger *
7 - Fred Koehler
Jay Lirag (15)
8 - Ashlee Stampf
10 - Gina Hertzog *
Jamie Miller
Elizabeth Nixon
Krystal Smith
11 - Abigail Haffner (16)
Jennifer Knauss-Hauck *
12 - Zachary Koehler *
13 - Travis Hahn (15)
Megan West
14 - Lynn Marsh
Mason Rampulla

15 - Beverly Houck
Michael Zibulnik
16 - Marianne Sweitzer
18 - William Davies
John McCarty (13)
19 - Robert Hahn
22 - Mark Newman
23 - Mason Schrantz *
25 - Terry Berger
27 - Carol Faust
Robert Heffelfinger
Bruce Schweitzer
28 - Thomas Samsel (17)
29 - Deborah Knecht *

1 - Ray & Carol Marsh (51)
11 - Kevin & Peggy Dorion (25)
14 - Darl & Bev Houck (33)
Courtney & James Schnyderite (16)

22 - Stephen & Linda Meylach (18)
23 - Rob & Carol Lenig (29)

Please let the church office know
about updates to the prayer concerns
lists, as well as any address changes.
Thank you!
We express our sympathy with
Gary & Jane Oplinger and family on the
death of his father Richard L. Oplinger
on January 27, 2020.
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Mission Lovefeast

2

No 8 AM Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Church Council Meeting &
Potluck Luncheon
6 PM Confirmation Dinner

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

5:30 Troop 81107
6:15 Tigers
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8 AM Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service
11:30 Jr. Youth Group

Children’s Sunday

8:00 Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service

4
6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
7PM Elders

10
5:30 Troop 81107
6 PM Troop 81043
6:15 Tigers

16

8 AM Worship Service
9:15 Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Worship Service
** Blood pressure screening after
worship service.

Transfiguration Sunday

3

11

17

23

6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
6:30 Christian Education

12 PM Retired Public
Employees
6:30 Men’s Bible Study
7:15 Scout Committee

19
6:30 Men’s Bible Study

25 Ash Wednesday
6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
7 PM Visitation

6

7

9 AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir
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18

24
6 PM Troop 81043
6:15 Tigers

6:30 Men’s Bible Study
6:30 Lions
6:30 Cubs

6 PM TOPS
6:30 Wolves
7 PM Trustees

6:15 Tigers

5

26

7 PM Ash Wednesday
Service at Nazareth
Moravian
6:30 Cubs

11 AM Al-Anon
4 PM Private Event

13
9AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir

14

20

21

9AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir
27
9AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Cubs
6 PM Wolfs
6 PM Jr. Handbell
6:15 Cherub Choir
6:45 Sr. Handbell
6:45 Jr. Choir
7:30 Sr. Choir
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15
11 AM Al-Anon
6:30 Girl Scout

6 PM Pinewood
Derby Set-up

22
9 AM Joint Board
Worshop
11 AM Al-Anon
12 PM Pinewood Derby

28

29
11 AM Al-Anon

11

11 AM Al-Anon
Set-up for Church
Council
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Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him.
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love.

Our Mission Statement
“To follow the example of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and
serve all.”

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant

8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
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