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God’s Offer of Help
On one of the recent sunny days we have been blessed with, Sanette, Esther, and I took a drive to the
Saucon Valley Promenade Shops to take a walk and get some exercise. The Promenade Shops is one of
our favorite places to go, and while we couldn’t enjoy going in any stores during this current time, we could
at least safely walk around in the parking lot, thinking of fond memories of the past, and making new ones.
As hard as we tried to stay positive, there was a bit of sadness as we looked at the store windows. Most of
them were just as they were two months ago, with signs posted on the front doors: “Due to government
orders to protect public health, we will be temporarily closing starting March 14.” It was evident that most
stores really hadn’t been touched since then, as their signs indicated their hopes of reopening soon: “We
will be closed for two weeks” or “We will reopen April 27.” As we know those dates have long past, and the
feeling that many of us have is, “When will this end? When will we get back to normal? When will we be
able to do the things we used to love to do?”
The hard answer right now is that no one can completely say for sure. Even as reopenings start to take
shape, it’s evident that life is going to look different for a while. As we try to weather this storm, a helpful
place to look for encouragement is, as always, the Bible. The Scriptures can speak into our lives to let us
know that we are not alone in our hardships, and that in the midst of trials, God is still there.
A passage that comes to mind is the story of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-24). In this
account, the land of Israel and its neighbors are experiencing a drought. Not even the king or the prophets
are spared from the adversities of this dry time. The drought doesn’t just last a month or two, but several
years (1 Kings 18:1). The first connection point with us is this: while our situation may look novel, affected
by a novel virus, our experience of hardship as a result isn’t foreign. Others have weathered storms in their
lives as well, and this can give us courage to face the day and comfort knowing we aren’t alone. Others
have been in the valley, too.
Knowing that others have been there, too, can encourage us, but it can only go so far. The real source of
hope is discovering how they made it through. How did they cope, how did they survive? What allowed
them to endure? Who gave them what they needed? Our passage answers this second and more important
question — how they made it through — and the answer is this: with God’s help.
In this passage, Elijah the prophet is commanded by God to go to a widow living in a foreign land. His
directions are to go to the widow and stay with her, and she will provide him with food. At first glance, this
command from God seems crazy. If one were hungry, why would one go to someone who was also hungry
for a meal? A widow was much less likely to have extra food than, say, a wealthy official. Why not send
Elijah there instead of a helpless widow?
There are many reasons God may have sent Elijah to this widow, and one of them, I believe, was to bless
her with faith. Since this woman was a foreigner, we are not sure how much she knows of the God of Israel.
She refers to the Lord as Elijah’s Lord, but not her own (1 Kings 17:12). And rather than trust, her first
response to the prophet’s request for food and drink is despair: “I don’t have any bread — only a handful
of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug” (verse 12). In fact, she shares that she is gathering supplies to
make a final meal for her and her son, figuring that they will not make it through this dry time.
But Elijah’s response brings hope: “Do not be afraid” (verse 13). He then
instructs her to make him some food, and then to make her and her son a
meal. Again, crazy. How could she manage to make more food than what
she had in supplies? Because, Elijah says, “This is what the Lord, the God of
Israel says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jar of oil will not run
dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the land’” (verse 14). Elijah, as a
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spokesman for the God of Israel, is calling this woman to have faith in the promises of God. She has a
choice: she can look at what seemed like reality — not enough food — and so let it be reality, or she can
choose to trust in what is not seen — in God’s promise to provide for her — and to act on God’s command.
Fortunately for her, and for us, she chose the latter. The result was as God promised her. She was given
enough, and she made it through.
One of the powerful details about this passage is that God doesn’t send Elijah to Israel during this hard time;
instead He sends Elijah to a foreign land. Again, that question of “why” may stir in us. Why not Israel? One of
God’s reasons for sending Elijah far away instead of close to home was because of the people of Israel had
stopped listening to God. How many times does God give the offer to a people who reject it? And so God
chose to send the message to someone who would listen, this poor widow. Jesus actually references the
account of the widow of Zarephath when He speaks the message of salvation in His hometown of Nazareth.
The people of Nazareth reject Jesus, and Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his
hometown. There were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time…Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but a
widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon.” (Luke 4:24) God sent Jesus to Nazareth, but they rejected Him.
God had sent Elijah to Israel before sending him to Zarephath, but the people rejected God too. As much as
God wanted to save His people, He couldn’t because they pushed Him away. In Jesus' case, they literally
pushed Jesus to the edge of a cliff.
During this time, we need help, but how can God save us, how can God help us, if we keep pushing Him to
the edge of a cliff? How can He help us if we refuse to let Him into our lives? Israel rejected God, but this
widow didn’t, and as a result, she found help to make it through the drought. During this pandemic, God
comes to our doors and knocks, asking to be let in to help us and to supply our need. How will we respond?
Will we open the door and listen to His commands, or will we keep the door closed?
God is here to help in this drought. He cares. He sees what we are going through, and He is able to give us
all that we need. Will you invite Him in?
Amen.

Dear Schoeneck Members,
As the COVID-19 virus continues to keep many of us home and out of work, Schoeneck is wondering what
we can do to help. If you or a member you know is struggling, please let us know by calling the church
office at 610-759-0376. God teaches us to love one another and in these uncertain times, let's work together
to do what we can to care for each other.
Additional resources for those in need:
Nazareth Social Work Program: https://www.nazarethmoravianchurch.com/nazareth-area-support
Center for Humanistic Change: https://www.thechc.org/
Sincerely,
Schoeneck Joint Board

May 30, 2020, marks the fifth year
anniversary of the ordination
of Rev. Sanette Fleming.
The members of Schoeneck would like to
congratulate Pastor Sanette
and look forward to celebrating this milestone
with her as soon as we are able to gather again safely.
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Worship the Lord with Us!
The Joint Board is researching the best and safest ways for us to worship together in-person when
that time comes. In the meantime, we will continue to hold worship over Facebook Live and on
YouTube. Please follow the links below to join us for worship online!
Sunday services broadcast live at 10:30 on Facebook Live:
https:// www.facebook.com/groups/schoeneck/
A recording of the worship will be posted to YouTube later in the evening.
You can access it by using the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg9SJpCNf-D_sxWklOKgq3A
Or by searching for Schoeneck Moravian Church on YouTube.

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
On Sunday, June 14, we will take time in worship to recognize those who have graduated from any
level of schooling this year. Graduations, like other milestones, have been difficult to experience
during the pandemic, but during this service we will give God thanks for the achievements He has
made possible for us to attain and ask for His blessings on each one’s journey ahead.

At this time, we will NOT be switching
to our regular summer worship schedule.
Instead we will continue meeting over livestream at 10:30 AM each Sunday.

Come join the
Joyful Noise Parking Lot Drive By!
Sunday, June 7

1-2 PM

Schoeneck will be hosting a Joyful Noise Drive By to benefit Moravian Open Door. Since we
haven't been together to collect our monthly offering, we decided to collect it in the parking
lot instead. A table will be set up and you can drive by and put your coins in the bucket.
A couple of rules to follow:


Please wear a mask and do not leave your vehicle



If you notice a line up on E. Broad St, please pull into the lot and park in a space so that
no one has to sit in the road. We don't want to put anyone in an unsafe position.



Please remember that even though we’ll be in yellow, we need to follow the laws that
go along with that designation. Again, please do not get out of your car.

Feel free to wave at everyone you see!
***Rain date June 14
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Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees
May Meetings
Board of Elders


Members should contact anyone serving on
the Joint Board regarding needs of the
congregation during the corona crisis.



The Bereavement Ministry is on hold for
now, but the group will resume their
meetings as soon as possible.



VBS will be held this summer, but in a
different format. Stay tuned for a
re-imagined version of VBS for 2020!

Board of Trustees


Working on re-paving lower parking lot and
driveway.



Obtaining quotes and information for a new
digital church sign to be funded by Dennis Smith
memorial contributions.



Thankful for continuing good responses in
mailing contributions which has enabled us to
pay a bigger share of Common Ministries earlier
in the year than that of many prior years.

Welcome summer! How are you going to spend it? Hope you are keeping a diary or journal to
remember. When we all get back together for Sunday School we will have to have a Sunday
just to hear about how you finished your school year, how you spend your days and the blessings that God has given you.
Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 13 thru July 17th. While we will not be having VBS
at the church, something will be happening that week for the children. Stay tuned to your
emails and the church website for more information.
When Sunday School is able to resume we will be studying the books of the Bible, so you
might want to keep practicing them. Who knows there could be a prize
in store for those that know the most (in the correct order!)
Enjoy your summer, can't wait to see you when we can get back together!
God Bless
Pamela Stampf
Acting Sunday School Coordinator
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Time, Talent and Treasure
APRIL MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2020

APRIL
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

APRIL ACTIVITY
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL

YTD
YTD
YTD

TOTAL
TOTAL
NET

Moravian Open Door

REVENUE
EXPENSES
REVENUE

$31,479
-$31,445
$34

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY
TOTAL REVENUE
$107,210
-$111,326
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET
REVENUE
-$4,116
Total Provincial Obliga"on not paid
through April - $7,200
Total Provincial & District Monthly Obliga"on is $7,284

Provincial Administration
Initial Offering

$40
$1,630
$20

Helping Hand Fund

$500

Lenten Self-Denial Offering

$790

Mother’s Day Insert

$40

Unity Offering

$20

Communion—Maundy Thursday

$570

Good Friday Envelope

$265

Great Sabbath Envelope

$305

Easter Offering

$2,455

TOTAL

$6,635

From the Trustees…
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
The Lord has been good to us as we continue to worship from home. Our members have been
faithful in their giving which has allowed us to pay our bills and contribute toward our monthly benevolences. We have already paid $10,000 toward this year's Provincial and District Common
Ministries. If we keep up the good work, hopefully we can pay in full for 2020 as we did in
2019. Remember, when we pay in full a portion of what we owe from previous years is forgiven. Last year that amounted to over $30,000. Wouldn't it be wonderful if we can do it
again? The money we send plays a large part in the continued ministry and mission of the Moravian
church both locally and world wide, so let's continue the trend.

Parking Lot
Paving
Project

Thank you to everyone who sent in a vote
for the parking lot paving project.
We received 103 yes votes and 5 no votes.
The paving was finished on May 27
and the contractor will be returning soon
to do the line painting. If you need to come to the church
prior to June 7, please use
the driveway next to the parsonage.
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How Can I Help?
As the pandemic continues and life becomes harder for many, we might wonder what we can do to help
those in need. Below are two organizations that can use our monetary donations to keep their programs
aﬂoat during this diﬃcult time. If God is calling on you to help, these organizations can use your support.
The Nazareth Social Work Program
This month's special oﬀering goes to the Nazareth Social Work Program. This program is availa‐
ble to those in the Nazareth area who are in need of resources and support. Assisted by a social
worker and funded in part by churches in the Nazareth Ministerium the program is free and close
to home. This outreach has been overwhelmed with people needing help during the pandemic
and the money to support the program is running dry.
Give what you can to help this important mission.
Safe Harbor
With monthly dinners, coﬀee and tea drives, etc. Schoeneck has worked with and supported Safe
Harbor for many years. Their mission statement is "To foster lifelong success and stability in
homeless men and women by addressing the root causes of their homelessness." The COVID‐19
crisis has added another hurdle for many of the people who depend on Safe Harbor. Please help
as you're able to support the homeless in our area.
Send donations to:
Safe Harbor
536 Bushkill Dr.
Easton, PA 18042
or online at: safeharboreaston.wordpress.com

The next time you visit God's Acre,
you'll notice that two of the yew trees
to the left of the driveway exit
have been cut down.
Thank you to Joe Brown
for removing the trees and
making the exit safer for everyone.

JUNE SAFE HARBOR
Glenn & Carolyn Hertzog

Please let the church office know about
updates to the prayer concerns lists,
as well as any address or
phone number changes.
Thank you!

JUNE RECYCLING SPONSORS
LaRue Beil & Lorena Roberts
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Dear Friends,
My only option is to reiterate what most folks know already and are probably tired of the
repletion. But, in light of what is happening, just a few reminders.
COVID-19 is the disease caused by an infection of the SARS-CoV-2 virus, first identified in the city of
Wuhan, in China's Hubei province in December 2019. COVID-19 was previously known as 2019
Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) respiratory disease before the World Health Organization (WHO)
declared the official name as COVID-19 in February 2020.Serious illness from the infection is caused by
the onset of pneumonia and acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS).
Symptoms
The most common symptoms of COVID-19 include dry cough, fever, and shortness of breath. It is thought that symptoms
can appear between 2-14 days after exposure although there have been isolated cases which suggest this may be longer. If you
develop symptoms, you should stay at home to prevent the spread of the disease into the community. Wearing a face mask will
help prevent the spread of the disease to others.
 Update: March 10, 2020 -- According to research published in the Annals of Internal Medicine, the median incubation period
is estimated to be 5 days, and almost all (~98%) patients who have been infected will develop symptoms within 12 days.
 Update: April 27, 2020 -- CDC adds six new symptoms to its list of COVID-19 symptoms to include: chills, repeated
shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat and new loss of taste or smell.
Transmission
The SARS-CoV-2 virus is thought to spread from person-to-person via:
 droplet transmission (large respiratory droplets that people sneeze, cough or drip)
 aerosol transmission (when someone coughs or sneezes in the room)
 contact transmission (touching a contaminated surface then touching your mouth, nose or eyes)
 direct transmission (kissing, shaking hands etc.)
Prevention
The best way to prevent infection is to avoid exposure to the virus.
The most important way to prevent COVID-19 is to WASH YOUR HANDS.
Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly with soap and water (lather for 20 seconds) OR use an alcohol based (at least 60%)
hand sanitizer.
Other actions that help to prevent the spread of COVID-19:
 avoid contact with others who are sick
 avoid touching your mouth, nose, eyes or face
 cover coughs and sneezes (into a tissue or into your elbow)
 clean and disinfect surfaces (alcohol or bleach based cleaning solutions work best for coronaviruses)
 face masks will not protect you from COVID-19 directly, but can help in reminding you to avoid touching your face, and
will help prevent the spread of the disease to others.
 social distancing
 self-isolation
What to do if you are sick
 Prevent the spread of COVID-19 if you are Sick (CDC)
 Environmental Cleaning and Disinfection Recommendations (CDC)
What to do if you come into contact with someone who is sick
Stay at home. If you have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, or someone who is showing
symptoms of COVID-19, it may take up to two weeks for your symptoms to present. To keep yourself and others safe, you
should isolate yourself from other people for 14 days.
What is social distancing?
 Social distancing means the physical separation of people. To practice social or physical distancing:
 Stay at least 6 feet (2 meters) from other people
 Do not gather in groups
 Stay out of crowded places and avoid mass gatherings
Stay Safe & Be Well,
Love, Health Ministry
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CALLING ALL GRADUATES
On Sunday, June 14, we will be honoring our graduates during our worship service.
Please notify the church oﬃce if you or anyone in your family will be graduating this year from high
school, college, or earning an advanced degree in any ﬁeld.
Responses needed by Sunday, June 6.
Please provide the following information:
Graduate name
where graduating from
with what degree (if applicable)
future career or education plans

A TRIBUTE TO FATHER
We are preparing a Special Father’s Day Bulletin Insert in honor of living Fathers or in memory of those deceased.
This will be distributed electronically with the bulletin on Father’s Day if this congregation is still meeting remotely

In Whose Name is this Tribute (Please print):___________________________________________________________
Please check whether –

_____ In Honor of Father (living)

_____ In Honor of Godfather

_____ In Memory of Father (deceased)

_____ In Memory of Godfather

_____ In Honor of Father-In-Law (living)

_____ In Honor of Husband

_____ In Memory of Father-In-Law (deceased)

_____ In Memory of Husband

_____ In Honor of Grandfather (living)

_____ In Honor of Brother

_____ In Memory of Grandfather (deceased)

_____ In Memory of Brother

_____ In Honor of Great-Grandfather (living)

_____ In Honor of Uncle

_____ In Memory of Great-Grandfather (deceased)

_____ In Memory of Uncle

PRINT your name here: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Please include a dollar with your offering as a contribution to this effort.
All tributes should be emailed to the church office no later than June 7.
You do not need to use this form, but be sure to include all relevant information. Thank you.
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Our Church Family
PRAYER CONCERNS

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends)

(Our Church Family)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please
remember to contact the church office when
names should be removed from the list.

*significant
Birthday ending in
a “5” or “0”.

4 - James Duffield*
5 - Shannon Koehler
Susan Miller
6 - Lisa Koehler
7 - Kayle Deutsch (13)
8 - Sharon Giovanni*
William Heiser
Jenna Lashley
11 - Heather Case
Thomas Roberts
13 - Brandon Graver (18)
Lori Hahn*
15 - Hillary Deutsch
Conrad Rice
16 - Christine Holland
17 - Debra Geosits
Lylah Remaley (7)
18 - Ron Minnich
20 - Karl Butz
21 - Donna Franczak*
22 - Robert Hunt*
Julia Montoro
Karin Silvius

23 - Helen Hertzog-Hartzell (11)
Brenda Makovetz
24 - Harrison Beil*
Allison West
25 - Bryce Haffner (19)
Denise Morris-Ng
26 - Otto Dreydoppel
Gary Haidle
28 - Robert Nixon*
Glenn Hertzog*
30 - Jeffrey Fogel*
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1714 15 19 20 22 24 26 29 -

Dale & Joy Shollenberger (63)
Jack & Judy Breidinger (45)
Craig & Barbara Matheson (40)
Lori & David Beaumont (7)
Lou & Deb Dishong (49)
Andrea & Andrew Majczan (6)
Jim & Brenda Makovetz (39)
Bruce & Mary Schweitzer (52)
Karl & Cathee Butz (53)
Nicole & Adam Hepner (3)
Brian & Jenny Hess (16)
Mike & Lois Zibulnik (8)

The Joyful Noise
Schoeneck Moravian Church
316 North Broad Street Extension
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org
https://schoeneckmoravian.org
610-759-0376
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Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him.
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love.

Our Mission Statement
“To follow the example of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and
serve all.”

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant

8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
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