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The Joyful Noise Newsletter 
Schoeneck Moravian Church 

July 2020 

“In this world you will have trouble…” 
 

When we turned the calendar from December 2019 to January 2020, how many of us foresaw 
where we would be six months later? This year may have been tough for many when it comes to 
emotional and physical health and financial well-being. It has also been a trying time for us as a 
society. With all that has gone on, many of us may be looking for an escape, and we may be 
tempted to look at Christianity as that escape. We might think that because we believe, everything 
is going to go right with our lives — we’re going be successful, we’re going to be prosperous, we’re 
going to always be healthy, we’re never going to experience pain and hardship.  
 
While God does provide us with good things to help us along life’s journey, what’s also true is that 
just because we have faith in God does not mean that we won’t go through trials. During His last 
night with His disciples, Jesus doesn’t exactly give the best recruitment speech. He doesn’t say, 
“Follow me and I’ll make your life trouble-free”; rather He says to the disciples that if they follow 
Him, “they’re going to put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who 
kills you will think they are offering a service to God.” (John 16:2)  
 
The life of a Christian is not one of ease, but ultimately hardship. It might be a life of loneliness 
because in standing for Christ, we have to make decisions that don’t agree with what others want 
or like. Jesus says of Himself, “Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of 
light because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). I remember hearing about a pastor who pushed 
to have a homeless shelter built in his community that bordered on a rich neighborhood. Many 
fought against him in the construction of the shelter because they didn’t want the things that we 
often assume always go with homelessness — drugs, crime, mental illness — too close to their 
doors. This pastor stood alone in fighting for what he believed was right (and in the end he actually 
won the debate). When we follow Jesus, we no longer base our judgments of right and wrong on 
what we think is right, but what Christ says is right. When the way of Jesus conflicts with the way 
of the world, we may find ourselves standing alone, which is not easy. 
 
We also know that just because we are Christians doesn’t mean that we are free from the trials of 
life. We remember Job, who although he was a righteous man, suffered a great deal. He lost just 
about everything:  his family, his wealth, his health. We remember Paul, a man strong in the faith, 
who although he believed in Jesus, lived with an ailment throughout his life, a thorn in his side as 
he described it. “Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me,” Paul said  
(2 Corinthians 12:8), but the Lord said no to Paul’s request. 
 
The question you might have is what hope, then, do we have as Christians? We stand alone, and 
we go through the same hardships as if we weren’t believers. Fortunately, Jesus gives us hope in 
many ways, and we’ll mention two ways here. One is that when we seek to honor God and stand 
for what He says is right, even though others may leave us, even though others may fight against 
us, even though we might feel all alone, God is still with us. God said to Joshua as Joshua was 

about to lead the people into the promised land, “As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with you. I will never leave you or forsake you.”  
(Joshua 1:5) Paul, as one city after another rejected his testimony 
about Jesus, heard this from the Lord:  “Do not be afraid; keep on 
speaking and do not be silent. For I am with you” (Acts 18:10). When 



2 

 

Continued from page 1 

our heart is pursuing God, wherever that leads us, whatever hardship may come, God promises 
that He will be with us, even if no one else will.  
 
In the face of trial, the other hope God gives us is not only His presence with us, but His power as 
well. Though our bodies may be wasting away, though the skies look bleak, God tells us that the 
same power that raised Jesus from the dead lives in us (Romans 6:10-11). That power is the power 
of the Holy Spirit. We may not be able to do it in our strength, but Jesus tells us that we can do it 
through His strength, and His strength isn’t any ordinary strength; it is the power of God Himself. 
And while many things are impossible for us, nothing is impossible for God. No task is too great that 
God can’t help us overcome it. Paul, as he received God’s “no” to his request for the pain to be 
taken away, heard these words from God next, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9).” We may be weak, but He is strong. 
 
This life isn’t easy, and Jesus tells us that it will get even harder as Christians, but He doesn’t leave 
us orphans, and He doesn’t leave us ill-equipped. He gives us the greatest resource there is:  
Himself. Let us remember this as we face trials, and let us share with others the hope that they too 
can find in Christ.  
 
Amen.  
 
Pastors Garritt & Sanette Fleming 

Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees  

June Meetings 
 

Board of Elders  
 

 The design for Lovefeast carts is in the works  

 As of this date (6-2-2020) all of the church 
facility remains closed  

 Task force is in place to plan reopening of 
worship together; more details to follow as 
plans develop  

 We will honor graduates on June 14, 2020  

 10:30 am will be the time for summer worship 
when we return to worship in the sanctuary  

 Photo directories will be handed out and a 
collection taken for Joyful Noise offering on 
June 7, 2020 from 1-2 pm in the church 
parking lot  

Board of Trustees  

 

 Reviewed completion of paving of lower parking 
lot and driveway by J & H Paving. 

  Agreed on accepting the Memorial Fund stocks 
from Ron Smith for his late brother, Dennis 
Smith.  Funds to be used to help with the 
purchase of the digital sign for the front lawn.  

 Discussed the terrible smell in the building, 
which needs to be looked into further.  A 
professional may need to be hired if the smell 
doesn’t dissipate. 

Whitfield House worship is cancelled this year.  

In its place we will continue  with our parking lot/livestream services. 
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Worship the Lord with Us! 

Sermon Series:  “Love Thy Neighbor” 

 

The past few months have brought to light the many evils and injustices that plague our 

treatment of one another. Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at what Jesus says 
about how we should treat each other. Guiding us will be His word to us:  “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind' and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ (Luke 10:27) Come join us as we allow Christ to 

dwell in our hearts richly.  

 
 

Worship in the Church Parking Lot  
at 9:00 A.M. each Sunday starting June 28 

 

Each Sunday at 9AM beginning June 28 and through such time as we are back in the 

sanctuary,  Schoeneck will hold Sunday services in the church parking lot.  These services 

will be live streamed at the same time, 9:00 AM, as well.  The Joint Board feels this to be the 

best and safest way to begin transitioning us into worshipping in person again. 

 

Below is some useful information for the planned services:  

 

 Service will begin at 9AM each Sunday 

 Someone will be in the lot to direct traffic and parking will be in every other space 

 Please DO NOT park on the crosses  

 Masks will be worn at all times 

 You may sit in the grass but please stay 10 - 12 feet apart due to singing 

 Bulletins will be printed and handed out as you park 

 Offering will be collected as normal, with ushers going car to car 

 Restrooms near the fellowship hall doors will be open 

 In case of rain the service will be cancelled.  Please check email, Facebook or call 

the church office for a message concerning cancellation 

 

 
Live stream services will continue to be broadcast each Sunday 

at 9:00 A.M. for those who wish to worship in this way. 

 

Sunday services broadcast live at 9:00 AM on Facebook Live:  
https:// www.facebook.com/groups/schoeneck/ 

 

A recording of the worship will be posted to YouTube later. 

You can access it by using the following link:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg9SJpCNf-D_sxWklOKgq3A 

Or by searching for Schoeneck Moravian Church on YouTube. 

 
Please stay tuned for more information as we work toward getting back into the sanctuary.  
For now we’re trying to do what we can to be together as a community. God bless you all! 



4 

 

 

This is the time of the summer I usually am standing up in 
church asking for leaders and helpers for our combined 
Vacation Bible School with Nazareth Moravian. COVID-19 and 
social distancing has changed our plans a little. We will not be 
having VBS here at Schoeneck but we will be having a virtual 

VBS the week of July 13th as previously planned, but in your 
home. BOLT VBS will bring to you a Bible study lesson, 
memory verse, craft, video, games and music. If your child/
children attended VBS last year and I have your family's email 
address you will be receiving an invite, if your child/children 

 did not attend last year and are interested this year, please contact the church 
office or myself so we can obtain your email address. Feel free to share this with 
your friends and relatives to join our virtual VBS, there will be no registration fee, 
just let us know and provide the email address. Continue to check your email and 
church website for more information as the time gets closer. 

 

When we are able to resume Sunday School we will be studying the books of the 
Bible. I hope you are trying to memorize them! 

 

There is a possible Sunday School mission project for the month of August. This 
must be presented and approved by the Board of 
Elders at their next meeting, so continue to check the 
church announcements. 

 

I hope that you are enjoying the summer now that 
your school work is over, and I look forward to seeing 
you all in the fall or whenever the restrictions are 
lifted. 
 
Prayers and blessing to you all! 
Pamela Stampf 

Lower Parking Lot Repaving 
 

The much needed lower parking lot repaving 

project is completed and looks great.   We 

were able to obtain a Sixth Century Loan to 

borrow the $31,000 needed to cover the 

cost.  This will be paid back over 7 

years.  Unfortunately, we were not able to 

get a grant from the UBC of Staten Island to 

help pay back the loan.  Only while working 

on the paperwork did we discover that the 

grant must be approved prior to the project 

being completed.  
 

To give you the opportunity to help with our 

loan payments, a special envelope will be 

included in the July and August offering 

packets.   
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with this 

project.  
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MAY MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

2020 

      

MAY ACTIVITY  

      

MAY TOTAL REVENUE       $37,740     

MAY TOTAL EXPENSES -$59,622  

MAY NET REVENUE  -$21,882  * 

 

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY  

YTD TOTAL REVENUE  $144,950  

YTD TOTAL EXPENSES  -$170,947  

YTD NET REVENUE  -$25,997 * 

      
 

*Includes Parking Lot Expense of $31,000. 
 

Total Provincial Obliga1on not paid  

through May - $3,500. 
 

Total Provincial & District Monthly Obliga1on is $7,284 

 

  

Time, Talent and Treasure 
 MAY 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

Provincial Administration $2,135 

Vacation Bible School $311 

Special Proj. —Helping Hand Fund $700 

Special Proj.—Naz Social Worker $5 

Special Proj. –Camp Hope $535 

Lenten Self-Denial Offering $20 

Mother’s Day Insert $30 

Father’s Day Insert $36 

Unity Offering $25 

Memorial Gifts - Kyle Butz $100 

TOTAL $8,205 

Communion/Lovefeast $133 

Good Friday $10 

Great Sabbath $10 

Easter $60 

Choir CD Sales $240 

                          - LeRoy Getz $180 

                          - Abbie Siegel $2,000 

                          - Dennis Smith $1,675 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the  

Joyful Noise Drive-By on Sunday.   

You helped us raise $700 to donate to  

Moravian Open Door and support their ministries. 

Thank you for your generous spirit! 
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Please let the church office know about 
updates to the prayer concerns lists,  

as well as any address or 
 phone number changes.  

 Thank you! 

JULY SAFE HARBOR    

Lorena Roberts & LaRue Beil 

 

JULY RECYCLING SPONSORS 

Deb & Lou Dishong 

We express our sympathy with  
Garritt & Sanette Fleming and 

family on the death of  
his grandfather, Carl Fleming 

We express our sympathy  
with  Lorena Roberts and  
family on the death of her  

infant great granddaughter 
Serenity Dare. 

 

ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN 
 

Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office. 
 

For same day or next day prayer requests, please call or text 
Elaine to ensure it is sent out promptly. 

We express our sympathy  
with  Laurie Toyberg and  
family on the death of her  

mother Peggy Ferrone 
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Hello Church Family! 

 

These are strange times.  So much has happened and continues to happen. 

 

Personally, I sometimes feel like I have had a bad dream and I will wake up and it will be 

over. 

 

Normally, Woman’s Bible Study takes a summer reprieve.  However, this year we are meeting on Thursday 

mornings thru Zoom.  We have started a new book, “Hope” *Thank you Pastor Garritt for the excellent 

instructions on how to use Zoom. 

 

It is very difficult not being able to meet on Sunday’s, but thanks to technology; we are able to have a church 

service brought into our homes.  We are eternally grateful to All those who served during Pastor Garritt’s 

paternity leave.  Special thanks to Ryan, Deb Charles, Doug and Bekka. 

 

Of course we were all over the moon when Pastor Garritt returned. Then one Sunday, a few weeks ago I said to 

my husband, I hear Sanette singing.  Soon after, we heard baby noises.  I cannot tell you how wonderful it was to 

hear a baby in the Sanctuary! Thank you Jesus!!! After the Children’s message, we saw Esther, a beautiful little 

baby girl who is now part of our church family. 

 

Babies just make everything better and it makes us realize the power of our Almighty Lord & Savior.  Yup, there 

is HOPE for this old world. 

 

We need to stay strong in our faith, pray for our world, pray for our country and our leaders, and pray for our 

Pastors, our church leaders, our church family. 

 

Thanks to all for The Joyful Noise Collection on Sunday, June 7th.  It was so much fun and best to see everyone in 

person.  Of course the icing on the cake was seeing our new family all together! What a sweet blessing! 

 

In the meantime, until we are all together again; try some of these things to keep in touch: Call folks, send cards, 

write letters and whenever possible: Zoom or face talk.  

 

During one of my conversations with a dear friend, Ann Dalton she told me about her mission to take food to 

Esperanza on Sundays.  Tracy then delivers food from many other donations to 31 families.  Of course, we have 

been so isolated I thought that sounded like finally, we could actually do something.  So a few other ladies from 

WBS have collected food, & personal care items which Ann graciously takes to Esperanza.  

 

Sorry to go on so long, but I guess it is a sign of being cooped up too long! 

 

Stay safe & Be well! Continue to pray in your own special way. God is good! 

 

And we are so blessed! 

 Peace, 

 Health Ministry 
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DID YOU KNOW…. That each Sunday morning, the Moravian Church Without Walls organization has 
been inviting pastors and congregation to produce a worship service that has been made available 
online to Moravians around the world as congregations have not been able to meet in person? 
Members of the Board of World Mission staff and Board of Directors will be leading the worship 
service that will take place on Sunday, July 26, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time.  You may join the 
worship experience live or view it later when it is posted online.  
 
During the worship service, we will hear from our Mission partners 
around the world as to how they are doing during these difficult days. 
We will pray together, sing together, and collectively reflect on God’s 
Word for us all.  
 
For information about the worship service, please go 
to www.moravian.org and follow the links for online worship. We hope 
that you can join us.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mia Francisco,  University of Pittsburgh 

 Bachelors of Science in Psychology with minors in 
 Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies, Social Work, and 
 Religion);  Accepted a position as a Research Associate 
 at UPMC. 
 

Jospeh DeFlores,  Nazareth Area High School 

 Will attend West Chester University to study  
 Biomedical Engineering 
 

Austin Gillette,  Pennsylvania State University 

 Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering, will start 
 an engineering rotation at the Nazareth former Essroc 
 plant 
 

Brandon Graver, Northampton High School 

 Will attend Northampton Community College to study 
 Computer Information Technology 
  

Braden Mehlig,  Nazareth Area High School 

 Will attend Lycoming College 

 

Victor Skorochod,  Faith Christian School 

 Will begin work in masonry. 
 

Jocelyn Szulborski,  Nazareth High School 
 Will attend Temple University 
 

Megan West, West Chester University 

 
 
RELATIVES OF MEMBERS: 
 

Nathan Boyle, Penn Trafford High School 

 Will attend Indiana Institute of Technology  to study 
 Engineering 
 (Grandson of Carol & Mel Messinger) 
 

Mackenzie Brobst, Catasaqua Area High School 

 Will attend Lebanon Valley College to study  Accounting 
 (Granddaughter of Robert & Carol Hunt) 
 

Olivia Lee Knauss-Hauck,  Kutztown University 

 Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education and 
 Special Education;  Will be working in Reading doing 
 Autistic Support 
 (Daughter of Jennifer & Mark Knauss-Hauck)  
 

Kyle Schweitzer, Nazareth Area High School 

 (Grandson of Bruce & Mary Schweitzer) 
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Our Church Family 
PRAYER CONCERNS    
 (Our Church Family) 

 
 
 

 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
 

 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
 
 
 

2 - John & Nancy Kostenbader (43) 

7 - Kim & David Correll (41) 
19 - Gary & Jane Oplinger (34) 

20 - Robert & Alicia Kline (52) 
22 - Bob & Laura Haffner (22) 
 Denise & Manuel Morris-Ng (14) 

25 - Bob & Carol Hunt (50) 
28 - Donna & Frank Francisco (36) 
31 - Sue & Charles Anascavage (38) 

 
 

1 -  Kylee Case (13) 

2 - Shawna Rupert* 
3 - Aidan Butz (14) 

 Andrea Majczan 
 Jin Zhong 
7 - Jill Beil 

 Patricia Horton 
9 - Phyllis Eichman 
 Stasia Remaley 

10 - Lori Hayden 
 Roy Ledbetter 

 Lauren Ressler (14) 
12 - Catherine Butz 
13 - Dale Nesfeder 

15 - Megan Infurna 
 Carolyn Lenig* 

17 - Patricia Alercia 
 Carol Saeger 
19 - Brandon Hriniak 

 Thomas Huber 
 Robert Lenig* 

 
22 - Robin Foulk* 

 Tyler Short* 
23 - Peter Huleatt (19) 

 Heather Young 
24 - Emily Dorion* 
25 - Tamara Mehlig 

27 - John Beitel 
28 - Jack Breidinger 
 Catherin Hahn 

29 - David Beaumont* 
 Drew Dishong (11) 

 Braden Mehlig (18) 
31 - Clarice Cook (19) 
 Carol Marsh 

*significant  

Birthday ending in  

a “5” or “0”. 

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please 
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our 
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please 
remember to contact the church office when 
names should be removed from the list.  

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends) 
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Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him. 
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love. 

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor 
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor 
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music 
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant 

8:00 am Worship 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

Our Mission Statement 
“To follow the example of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and 
serve all.” 

Schoeneck Moravian Church 
316 North Broad Street Extension 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522 

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org 
https://schoeneckmoravian.org 
610-759-0376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

The Joyful Noise 

 

  

 


