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From Worms to Worship
It’s hard to believe it is already August. Before the month is finished, we will start to see a few of the leaves
that had only recently burst into their full green attire fall to the ground to shrivel up and crunch under the
foot of passersby.
As with many lessons in Scripture, God’s creation — nature — can reveal to us spiritual truths, and the
falling of leaves is no different. The first leaves to find their descent in the wind remind us of a core
principle and starting point of our faith: that in order to receive and experience the gift of salvation, we
must first die to ourselves and surrender ownership of our lives to Jesus.
Part of what is meant by “dying to self” is the confession that without Christ, there is something in me that
is broken. The late Christian thinker Ravi Zacharias remarked on reactions he received from a
presentation he gave on the fallen state of humankind. After he finished speaking, a woman came up to him
and said, “I was very offended by your comment that the heart of humanity is evil.” The heart of humanity
is evil?1 It’s hard to believe this when so much of the world seems to be pointing in the opposite direction.
Just look at the technology we have, look at the advancements we have made, look at the new techniques
in medicine and science — surely this is evidence that humanity is on the right track, right? But then also
look at the death around us, especially as a result of the pandemic; look at the inequalities in the health
system; look at the persistence of hatred and racism around us; look at the continuance of genocide in
certain parts of the world and even the petty disagreements that inflame between us in the kitchens or
living rooms of our homes. As good as we think we are, our track record paints a different picture and
suggests a different need. We need not more money, more laws, more education — we need a Savior to
save us from the evil in our hearts. Zacharias puts it this way: “Jesus does not offer to make bad people
good, but to make dead people alive.”2
Our starting point as Christians is not an ambition inside of us to prove our worthiness to God by fixing
everything we have broken and doing everything right; our starting point in our faith is to fall on our knees
to confess our failures, to confess our brokenness, to confess that apart from Christ we are dead inside, to
confess that our compass in life is permanently flawed and we need God to take over and be the One to
rule us and direct us. We give up on our way and our worthiness and we surrender to God’s way and
God’s mercy.
The old hymn writers were not shy about their honest assessment of humanity. Not the crowning pillars of
virtue we ascribe ourselves to be today, but “wretches”3 and “worms”4 they called us. They were honest
about who we really are and how much we need a Savior.
The transformation comes when we choose to die to ourselves, when we
sacrifice the “old man” on the cross with Jesus, laying down all our ways, all
our privileges, all our attachments to the life that is only bringing us trouble,
and instead give Jesus access and control over us so that “just as He was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new
life.” (Romans 6:6) In place of old habits, Jesus gives us new desires; in place
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of old impulses, Jesus gives us the gifts of His Spirit; in place of our old direction system, we are led by the
Spirit (Romans 8:14). His very life lives in us (Galatians 2:20).
Before Christ we were lost; we were condemned; without hope; dead. But through Jesus we are made alive.
Though we were “worms” in our condition, we were greeted with a hope and a solution. The hymn writer
Isaac Watts wrote: “Alas! And did my Savior bleed, And did my Sovereign die? Would He devote that
sacred Head for such a worm as I?” Would Jesus devote His sacred head to rescue us from this poor
condition, from this hopeless place? Yes, He did, and yes He continues to do so. He comes to you and me
seeking to save us from death and bring us to life. Confess your sin and your desire to turn it all over to
Him, and He will begin to pour out His life into you. Amen.
Revs. Garritt & Sanette Fleming
1. Zacharias, Ravi. “Threads of a Redeemed Heart.” https://www.rzim.org/read/just-thinking-magazine/threads-of-aredeemed-heart.
2. Ibid.
3. Newton, John. “Amazing Grace,” (1759).
4. Watts, Isaac. “At the Cross,” (1707).

Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees
July Meetings
Board of Trustees

Board of Elders


Prototype of Lovefeast carts being built.



Pastor Sanette will return to work next week.



Sunday curriculum will be books of the Bible.
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Received report that water damage repairs are
nearly complete.



Memorial tree purchase attempted, but found that
hot summer months are not the time for planting;
therefore, will attempt again in the fall.



Discussed new church sign and design options.



Received report on the sale of the gift of Frank
Homme’s collection of coins which amounted to
$2,333. In accordance with his wishes, Nazareth
Food Bank received $777 and the church received
$1,556.



Held preliminary discussion on upgrading church
live-streaming capability.

Worship the Lord with Us!
Sermon Series: “Love Thy Neighbor”
The past few months have brought to light the many evils and injustices that plague our treatment of
one another. Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at what Jesus says about how we should
treat each other. Guiding us will be His word to us: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
(Luke 10:27). Come join us as we allow Christ to dwell in our hearts richly. August will bring us the
final two Sundays of this series:
August 2 — Love as Sacrifice
August 9 — Love as Choice
Pastors Garritt and Sanette will be away on vacation on August 16 and 23. Even though they will be
away, we will continue with our parking lot services and simultaneous livestream. Pastors will cover
the pulpit and continue to bring us the Word of God.
August 16: Pastor Larry Burd, pastor emeritus of Calvary Baptist Church
August 23: Pastor Otto Dreydoppel, chaplain at Moravian Hall Square

Each Sunday at 9AM beginning through such time as we are back in the sanctuary, Schoeneck
will hold Sunday services in the church parking lot. These services will be live streamed at the
same time, 9:00 A.M., as well. The Joint Board feels this to be the best and safest way to begin
transitioning us into worshipping in person again.
Below is some useful information for the planned services:










Service will begin at 9AM each Sunday
There will be no singing or unison speaking out loud
Parking will be in every other space. Please DO NOT park on the crosses
Masks will be worn at all times (Pennsylvania mandate)
You may sit in the grass but please stay 6 feet apart
Bulletins will be printed and handed out as you park
Offering will be collected as normal, with ushers going car to car
Restrooms near the fellowship hall doors will be open. Please enter through the doors
by the church office
In case of rain the service will be cancelled. Please check WFMZ, email, Facebook or
call the church office for a message concerning cancellation.

Live stream services will continue to be broadcast each Sunday at 9:00 A.M. for those who wish
to worship in this way.
Please stay tuned for more information as we work toward getting back into the sanctuary. For
now we’re trying to do what we can to be together as a community.
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Hope everyone is still remaining healthy, doing your social
distancing and wearing your masks to remain safe! We need to
control this COVID-19 so that we can get back to having our
Sunday School safely.
When we do get back to having Sunday School, all the childrens’
classes will be studying and learning about the Books of the
Bible. I hope that you are encouraging your children to learn
some of the Books of the Bible in order.
I am also going to ask the members of Sunday School (adults included, since we
are all children of God) to help me decorate the bulletin board. How about providing
me pictures, drawings, writings or any type of article to show what you have been
doing/did during your time away from your church family during this time of "Stay at
Home"? You can send them to the church, drop them off at the church, or send them,
or email them to me. We all have probably come up with some new ideas of what we
can do with our extra time at home. How did you celebrate your birthday, your last
day of school, your stay-cation? Anything that you did that you'd like to share with
your church family. Let's see how full we can get the bulletin board!
Lastly, our virtual Bolt VBS was sent out July 13th, 14th, and 15th via email.
Since Nazareth Moravian’s email announcing it was sent out late, I will be sending
the curriculum out again August 10th, 11th, and 12th. So if you missed it in July, send
me your email and I will be happy to include your child/children on the list. You do not
have to view it the same day you receive it. You can view it whenever you are ready
or have time. I hope those that did participate enjoyed it and learned some new Bible
verses.
Enjoy the rest of your summer and
hope to see you in Schoeneck Sunday School soon!
Blessing on your day,
Pam Stampf
Sunday School Coordinator

Sunday School Mission Project
Tuesday, August 11 at 6:30 PM
Wednesday, August 19 at 6:30 PM
Sunday School is offering an opportunity to join together for a Mission Project!
We will be making “sit-upons” and giving them to Esperanza for the children to
sit upon. The dates we will be meeting are Tuesday, August 11th at 6:30pm and Wednesday, August
19th at 6:30pm. We will be meeting under the pavilion and social distancing while utilizing the picnic tables. Please bring a mask with you, a pair of scissors, a hole punch and newspaper or filler for
the project. If you are unable to attend to help, you can also help by donating newspaper and/or
poly fill. If you have any questions, please reach out to MaryBeth West.
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Time, Talent and Treasure
JUNE MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2020

JUNE
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

JUNE ACTIVITY

Provincial Administration
Vacation Bible School

JUNE
JUNE
JUNE

TOTAL
TOTAL
NET

REVENUE
EXPENSES
REVENUE

$32,264
-$20,190
$12,074

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY
YTD
YTD
YTD

TOTAL
TOTAL
NET

REVENUE
EXPENSES
REVENUE

$177,214
-$191,138 *
-$13,924

$390

Special Projects—Naz. Social Work

$305

Special Projects—Camp Hope

Total Provincial & District Monthly Obliga0on is $7,284

THE JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING
will continue to be collected on the first Sunday
of each month. This offering supports Moravian Open
Door, the Moravian church’s ministry to the homeless
in New York City.
If you will not be present at the parking lot service
and would like to contribute, please include
your donation in with your regular offering and
label it for Joyful Noise Offering.
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$35

Special Projects—Parking Lot

$115

Moravian Open Door

$825

Father’s Day Insert

$161

Donation—Broken Pipe Repair

$600

Communion/Lovefeast

$160

Great Sabbath Envelope

$10

Memorial Gift—LeRoy Getz

$50

TOTAL

Total Provincial Obliga0on not paid
through June - $7,800.

$50

Special Projects—Cemetery
Perpetual Care

Memorial Gift—Dennis Smith

*Includes Parking Lot Expense of $31,000.

$1,750

$6,940
$11,391

Dear Friends,
We are continually blessed each & everyday by all of
God’s gifts; one of which is our church family and
Woman’s Bible Study. We cannot thank you enough for
your continuing prayers, calls, cards & emotional support
throughout this long & frustrating time of multiple medical
issues. It truly lifts my spirits & brings me to a deeper
understanding of my faith along with God’s amazing
healing powers. Some days we go two steps farther & one
step back.

Thank you for your generous contribution of
$825 to Moravian Open Door. This gift, along
with others, enables MOD to continue tis
service to older homeless individuals by
providing transitional housing, breakfast and
nutrition education, counseling, and other
direct services. Your generosity keeps the
mission of MOD alive.

A very special thank you to Pastor Garritt for his calls &
prayers.

President, Board of Directors

Frank Johnson

Thank you to all who have provided us with Sunday
worship services.
May you all stay safe & be well.
Love & Blessings!
Cookie & George

ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN
Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office.
For same day or next day prayer requests,
please call or text Elaine to ensure it is sent out promptly.

AUGUST SAFE HARBOR
Ka%e & Bill Ellio,, Marianne & Bob Sweitzer
AUGUST RECYCLING SPONSORS
Joanne Smith

We express our sympathy
with Wayne and Kristin Frick
on the death of his mother Lorraine Frick
on July 15, 2020.

Please let the church office know about
updates to the prayer concerns lists,
as well as any address or
phone number changes.
Thank you!

We express our sympathy
with Dennis & Karin Silvius
on the death of his brother Willard Silvius
on July 26, 2020.
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Greetings!
Summer is here! Along with the hot weather comes sun and I wanted to share some ways
to protect your skin from the sun’s harmful rays.
Here are some ways to protect your skin from the sun:
 Apply sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of 15 or greater 30 minutes before sun exposure
and then every few hours thereafter.
 Select cosmetic products and contact lenses that offer UV protection.
 Wear sunglasses with total UV protection.
 Wear wide brimmed hats, long sleeves shirts and pants.
 Avoid direct sun exposure as much as possible during peak UV radiation hours between 10:00a.m. and
3:00p.m.
 Perform skin self-exams regularly to become familiar with existing growths and to notice any changes or
new growths.
 Eighty percent of a person’s lifetime skin exposure is acquired before the age of 18. As a parent, be a
good role model and foster skin cancer prevention habits in your child.
 Avoid tanning beds.
Signs and symptoms of heat exhaustion:
 Heavy sweating
 Paleness
 Muscle cramps
 Tiredness
 Weakness
 Dizziness
 Headache
 Nausea or vomiting
 Fainting
 Skin may be cool & moist
 Pulse rate rapid and weak
 Breathing fast & shallow
How to Protect Yourself:
 Drink cool, nonalcoholic beverages (if your Doctor has limited your fluids or has you on water pills, ask
him how much you can drink when weather is hot. Avoid extremely cold fluids because they can cause
cramps.)
 Take a cool shower, bath, or sponge bath.
 If possible, seek an air-conditioned environment (if you don’t have AC, visit a mall or library to cool off.)
 Wear lightweight clothing.
 If possible, remain indoors in the heat of the day.
 Do not engage in strenuous activities.
Enjoy the summertime!
Stay safe! Wear your masks & practice social distancing.
Blessings!
Cookie Knauss
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Email Communications
In an effort to improve communication with our members, we have decided to use MailChimp,
an automated email platform, to send mass emails to the congregation. We have had difficulty
with some members not receiving our emails in the last few months. This is likely due to spam filters and other message
blocking caused by sending a large number of emails at the same time. We believe that by using MailChimp to send these
emails, we can fix this problem. If you are on the church email list, you have already been signed up and should continue to
receive email communications without a problem. We are happy to add new people to the list, just send an email to the
church office or call and leave a message at 610-759-0376.
So what will change? Going forward, when you receive weekly bulletins or newsletters, you will find a button embedded in
the email with links to the bulletins and announcements. Simply click on the button with the title of the document and the
document will open on your computer or device.
If you are not receiving these new emails, please check your Spam or Junk folder in your email. Thank you!

Keep In Touch
With Our
Homebound Members
Removed in online version
for privacy.
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Our Church Family
PRAYER CONCERNS

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends)

(Our Church Family)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please
remember to contact the church office when
names should be removed from the list.

*significant
Birthday ending in

2 - Amy Llirag
Jeremy Searcok
Cody Smith
3 - Sally Huber
4 - Lois Barry
6 - Rich Ressler*
8 - Wayne Frick
Geoff Holland
9 - Marietta Hartzel
Robert Sweitzer
11 - Susan Duffield
Winston Duffield
Courtney Schnyderite
13 - Katelynn Davies
Brian Dishong*
Garritt Fleming
Nathan Hahn
Dwayne Moyer*
Jocelyn Szulborski (18)
14 - Elenora Kachline
Rachel Miller

15 - Bekka Haidle (17)
16 - Nicholas Dorion*
Gary Oplinger
17 - Carol Hunt
18 - Trudy Brown
Melissa Gillette
Sarah Hriniak
19 - Julie Nichols
Carson Schrantz (17)
20 - Giuseppe Silimperi
22 - Frank Searock
Jordan Smith
24 - Gayle Searock
Melody Stocker
25 - Patricia Davies
26 - Cassandra Culp
Allen Faust
27 - Halle Rampulla
29 - William Elliott, Jr.
31 - Lou Dishong
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1 - Wayne & Kristin Frick (28)
2 - Ron & Linda Minnich (51)
4 - Amy & Gary Edelman (30)
5 - Frederick & Peg Koehler (20)
Dwayne & Lisa Moyer (4)
8 - Doug & Deb Charles (12)
Glenn & Debra Geosits (39)
13 - Bill & Katie Elliott (43)
18 - Carol & Richard Saeger (36)
25 - Thomas & Sharon Giovanni (41)
28 - James Hulleatt & Anne Millham (27)
29 - Jeff & Carol Faust (39)

The Joyful Noise
Schoeneck Moravian Church
316 North Broad Street Extension
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org
https://schoeneckmoravian.org
610-759-0376
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Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him.
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love.

Our Mission Statement
“To follow the example of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and
serve all.”

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant

8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
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