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The Joyful Noise Newsletter 
Schoeneck Moravian Church 

September 2020 

How Are You Loving Jesus? 
 
“On a hill far away, stood an old rugged cross,” the hymn says. These words bring us back — back to that 
day, back to that scene of our Savior hanging on the cross, and we ask ourselves, “What all happened that 
day?” 
 
The Gospel of John, chapter nineteen, tells the story. “There they crucified Him…” (verse 18). Then 
“Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read:  ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.’” (verse 19). This was not a title others venerated; in fact, the Jews who protested for Christ to be 
killed asked that the sign be removed. They despised Jesus. Then, “when the soldiers crucified Jesus, they 
took His clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them…” (verse 23). The suffering of Jesus 
was ignored; all that was considered was what they could get out of Him, what they could make off of Him.  
 
But then in the midst of the torture, the humiliation, the disregard, a voice spoke:  “‘Woman, here is your 
son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’” (verse 26). It was the voice of Jesus. Jesus spoke to His 
own mother knowing He was about to die and that she would be a widow without Him to care for her any 
longer. In the midst of the unimaginable suffering He was going through, in the midst of the horrible way 
He was being treated, Jesus still looked outside of Himself to us. His mind and heart were not set on how 
He was feeling, but on how we were feeling.  
 
This is the picture of our Savior, who, despite how we treated Him, was still able to look at us and love us. 
He still had concern for our wellbeing. He committed to using the few last breaths He had and the little 
energy that remained in Him to not dwell on Himself but to reach out to our need — even though with 
His arms pinned back, He couldn’t reach out very far. We can imagine how He may have strained His neck 
forward as far as it would go as He spoke these tender words to His mother. 
 
As I read this passage, I was struck to the heart. This is not just how Jesus looked at His mother; this is 
how He looks at me. With the same concern, with the same willingness to die for me. I had to ask myself 
— How am I responding to this love from Jesus? Do I even notice it or care about it, or am I truly letting it 
sink into my heart and change me? 
 
Take a moment and pause. How are you responding to Jesus’ love for you? Have you pondered lately what 
Jesus did for you on the cross? 
 
…Hours later, two followers of Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, came and asked Pilate for 
Jesus’ body (verse 38). They took it, cleaned it, anointed it, wrapped it in strips of linen, and placed it in the 
tomb that was to belong to one of them some day. They tried to honor Jesus in the only way they knew 
how. For His love to them, they gave back their hearts to Him. They gave back everything, feeble as it was 

compared to the depth of what Jesus gave to them. 
 
Let us go and do likewise. Let us truly love Jesus with our time, our 
resources, and our heart. Amen.  
 
Pastors Garritt & Sanette 
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 Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees  

August Meetings 
 

Board of Elders  
 

 Moravian Day of Service to be held on 
September 20, 2020  

 Collection of pantry items, toiletries and 
school supplies to be held August 16 to 
September 13  

 Sunday school starts September 27  

 Praise Night held on September 2, 
2020 @ 7pm  

Board of Trustees  

 

 No August meeting. 

 
Happy end of summer from Christian Ed! 

 
Hope all of our church family and children had an interesting 
summer and are still enjoying the warm weather.  Did you 
remember to get some pictures or drawings together showing 
what you did while we were gone so I can decorate the bulletin 
board with them? You can mail or drop them off at the church so 
I have them when we are finally back in the church for worship. 

 
We are planning to start Sunday School via Zoom on Sunday, September 27th, but the 
exact time is not yet decided. We will be starting with the first book of the Bible, 
stories from the book of Genesis. You will be receiving some pages in the mail to go 
along with the lessons, so get your Bible ready! Also we hope that you have tried to 
memorize some of the books of the Old Testament. 
 
Within the last few weeks, I mailed some pages and information to the children that 
were listed in the Sunday School attendance books (Nursery through grades 8-9). If I 
missed sending to your child/children because they may not have been attending 
Sunday School in March, I apologize. Please reach out to me either by leaving a 
message on the church phone or email the church at: 
schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org, -OR- email me at: A3sGreedy@hotmail.com.  

Christian Ed and the Sunday School leaders are hoping that your children will be able 
to join us via Zoom so that we can continue with the curriculum we had planned 
before COVID-19 changed our plans! We look forward to hearing from you and your 
family to let us know if your child/children will be able to join us via Zoom.   

Again, feel free to call me, the church or anyone on the Christian Education board if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Christian Blessing, 
Pamela F. Stampf 
Sunday School Coordinator   
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Worship the Lord with Us! 

As we move into the month of September, we will continue to provide outdoor worship in the parking lot 
and over livestream as we have throughout the summer. The Joint Board is currently in discussion about 
reopening the building for worship indoors in the sanctuary. Stay tuned for more information soon. 
 

Sunday, September 6 — Blessing of the backpacks 
No matter how school may be happening this fall, Schoeneck feels it is important to bless our students as 
they return to the rigors of their education. On Sunday, Sept. 6, we invite all children and youth to bring 
their backpack with them to worship if they attend the outdoor service, or to have their backpack by their 
side at home. During the service we will invite all children and youth to stand with their backpack, and we 
will ask for the Lord’s blessing upon them.  
 

September 20 — Christian Education Sunday 
On Sunday, September 20, we will celebrate Christian Education Sunday.  We will take time in our service to 
bless all Sunday School teachers and leaders and youth advisors for their important work for the Lord. For 
those who do not feel comfortable attending the service in person, please know you will still be recognized 
and prayed for wherever you are worshipping .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schoeneck is continuing to hold Sunday services in the church parking lot and livestreaming them on our 
Facebook page.  The Joint Board feels this to be the best and safest way to begin transitioning us into 
worshipping in person again. 
 
Below is some useful information for the planned services: 
 

 Service will begin at 9AM each Sunday, until further notice 
 There will be no singing or unison speaking out loud 
 Parking will be in every other space.  Please DO NOT park on the crosses  
 Masks will be worn at all times (Pennsylvania mandate) 
 You may sit in the grass, but please stay 6 feet apart 
 Bulletins will be printed and handed out as you park 
 Offering will be collected as normal, with ushers going car to car 
 Restrooms near the fellowship hall doors will be open. Please enter through the doors by the 

church office 
 In case of rain the service will be cancelled.  Please check WFMZ, email, Facebook or call the 

church office for a message concerning cancellation. 
 
Live stream services will continue to be broadcast each Sunday for those who wish to worship in 

this way. 
 
Please stay tuned for more information as we work toward getting back into the sanctuary.  For now 

we’re trying to do what we can to be together as a community. 
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New Altar Flowers 
 

When we go back to indoor worship, you may no�ce that we are now using silk flower arrangements instead 

of fresh ones.  You will s�ll have the opportunity to sponsor flowers as in the past, but we are now asking for 

a dona�on of $10 instead of $40.  Bulle�n sponsorships will  be $10 instead of $25.  To sign up for either 

flowers or bulle�ns, please email the church at scheoenck@schoeneckmoravian.org  or call the church office 

at 610-759-0376 and let Heather know the date and whether you want to sponsor the flowers or 

bulle�n.  She will let you know if that week is open.  We will con�nue to use the current sign-up sheet for the 

rest of this year so if you've already signed up for a certain date you do not need to do it again.  

 

 

 

During these last months of the pandemic, God has 
allowed us to learn many things about ourselves, 
including the need for a deeper and more authentic 
relationship with Him. We want to get back to the love 
of our lives — Jesus Christ — and to give Him the praise 
He deserves. On September 2 from 7:00-8:00 PM, we 
invite you to a "Praise Night" worship service designed to 
bring us back to God and to give it all to Him.  At this 
service, our worship team will offer praise to Jesus in the 
form of song, Scripture, prayer, and testimonies. 
 
The service will be led from the parking lot and broadcast 
over livestream. All the same directions from our outdoor 
Sunday morning worship services will apply to this 
service as well.  
 
Come join us as we together to offer ourselves as a living 
sacrifice to the Lord in praise.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God calls us to be lights on a hill and salt of the earth 
so that others may see our good works and glorify 
God (Matthew 5:16). For this year’s “Moravian Day 
of Service” we will offer a drive up food pantry to 
our community on Sunday, September 20 and a 
phone-in prayer line on Saturday, September 26.  
 
To support these efforts, the church will be collecting 
non-perishable foods, toiletries, and school supplies 
from Sunday, August 16 to Sunday, September 13. 
You can drop off your items at the church on Sunday 
mornings up to five minutes before worship starts, or 
up to an hour after worship concludes. Thank you for 
your help in sharing the message of Christ with our 
community.  

PRAISE NIGHT 
Wednesday, September 2 

7:00—8:00 PM 

SPONSORS FOR THE MONTHS OF  

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
 

FLOWERS - $10.00  BULLETINS - $10.00 
 

9/6 MaryBeth West 9/6 JoAnn Heckman 

9/13 OPEN 9/13 OPEN 

9/20 OPEN 9/20 OPEN 

9/27 OPEN 9/27 OPEN 

 

10/4 Sandy & Kevin Love 10/4 Fred & Peg Koehler 

10/11 Elaine & Jerry Bi;ner 10/11 Mehlig Family 

10/18 OPEN 10/18 Kim & Debbie Knecht 

10/25 Marianne Sweizter 10/25 OPEN 
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JULY MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

2020 

      

JULY ACTIVITY  

      

JULY TOTAL REVENUE       $39,094     

JULY TOTAL EXPENSES -$36,202  

JULY NET REVENUE  $2,892  

 

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY  

YTD TOTAL REVENUE  $216,309  

YTD TOTAL EXPENSES  -$227,340 * 

YTD NET REVENUE  -$11,031  

      
 

*Includes Parking Lot Expense of $31,000. 
 

Total Provincial Obliga;on not paid  

through July - $5,100. 
 

Total Provincial & District Monthly Obliga;on is $7,284 

 

  

Time, Talent and Treasure 
 

JULY 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

Provincial Administration $1,830 

Special Projects—Helping Hand 

Fund 

$20 

Special Projects—Cemetery  

Perpetual Care 

$1,795 

Special Projects—Naz Social Work $160 

Special Projects—NEMDR $195 

Special Projects—Parking Lot $3,246 

Special Projects—Unity $10 

Moravian Open Door $80 

Donation—Nazareth Food Bank $778 

Communion/Lovefeast $125 

Memorial Gifts—Dennis Smith $5,746 

  

  

TOTAL $13,985 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to the Busy Bees  
for their donation of   

$100 to the Dennis Smith Memorial Fund 
toward a new church sign and  

$200 to the Parking Lot Repair. 

Scripture Readers Wanted!  
 

No experience required.  

Please contact Lisa Moyer  

to get added to the schedule!  
 

Call, text, or email 

Or via Facebook  
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CONGRATULATIONS 

to our pastors  

Garritt and Sanette Fleming  

as they celebrate  

5 years of ordained ministry. 

 

Sanette  - May 30, 2015 

Garritt - August 16, 2015 

 

Congratulations on the birth of  
Avery Andrew Majczan 

on August 10, 2020  
to parents Andrew & Andrea 

Majczan, sister Noelle,  
and grandparents  

Andy & Brenda Loiacano and  
John & Sheri Majczan. 

Congratulations on the birth of  
Mackenzie Rose Makovetz  

on August 16, 2020  
to parents Adam and Amanda  

Makovetz, brother Noah,  
and grandparents  

Brenda & Jim Makovetz. 

Congratulations on the birth of  
Makenna Rose Sweitzer  

on August 8, 2020 to parents 
Matthew & Emily Sweitzer  

and grandparents  
Bob & Marianne Sweitzer 
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Greetings! 
 
Almost time for school to start.  So many decisions to be made by parents and teachers and school administrators. 
 
I know many schools are planning for school to open with new Covid-19 restrictions in place.  Many parents and 
teachers are having mixed emotions and concerns and rightfully so.   We can continue to pray, wear our masks and 
practice social distancing. 
 
On the other hand, my article this month is on: 
 

Smart Ways to Guard against Dementia: 
 

 Treat your heart right.     The same habits that are good for your heart are good for your brain. 
That means exercising regularly and eating a healthy diet. Although exercise and healthy diet will not 
prevent your brain from growing the neurofibrillary plaques and tangles characteristic of Alzheimer’s 
disease, if you do get them, your brain will tolerate them better. 

 

 Learn another language    If you are bilingual, continue using both languages. Among people with 
dementia, those who are bilingual develop symptoms 4-5 years later than those who speak only one 
language. 

 

 Engage your mind    Intellectual stimulation is another brain healthy habit that is cumulative. Experts 
recommend activities that are socially acceptable.  Participate in a musical, join a book or bible study 
class, volunteer, or do homework with your kids or grandkids.  

 

 Stay socially active    You don’t need to have a big social network, but if you maintain social support 
and are happy with it, you are likely to fare better. 

 

 Manage chronic health conditions     If you have diabetes, high blood pressure, or high cholesterol, 
have them consistently monitored and controlled. Some authorities add sleep apnea to that list.  Talk 
to your doctor to determine if you need to be tested for sleep apnea.  If you have it, treat it. The same 
goes for depression.  Depression is not a weakness, it is something that needs to be dealt with. 

 

Article from Brain & Life March 2020 
 
I believe there are several issues that some may not be able to comply with.  For example, I only speak one 
language even though I have had years of Latin & Spanish; I am not bilingual. Most of the other recommendations 
are doable. 
 
In the meantime, monitor your BP, Cholesterol, diabetes and try to eat healthy & exercise to the best of your 
ability. Make sure to discuss with your doctor testing for sleep apnea (if applicable) and talk to or see someone if 
you experience depression. I was unaware until recently that sleep apnea can trigger atrial fib episodes. 
 
Stay well & be safe! 
Cookie Knauss 

Health Ministry 
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Please let the church office know about 
updates to the prayer concerns lists,  

as well as any address or 
 phone number changes.  

 Thank you! 

SEPTEMBER SAFE HARBOR    

Catherine & Robert Hahn 

Carolyn & Glenn Hertzog 

 

SEPTEMBER RECYCLING SPONSORS 

Shirley Warner Smith 

Jim and I would like to thank the health ministry for 
the lovely prayer shawls.  Thank you so much Deb & 
Jackie for all your hard work. They are beautiful and 
very comforting.  Your thoughtfulness is greatly 
appreciated.  

Brenda & Jim  

Dear Cookie, Deb Dishong, and Jackie Frye, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful, meaningful 
prayer shawls.  So much appreciated. Such a 
comforting item.  Thank you to Schoeneck for 
thinking of us and supporting us. 
 
Thank you, 
     Sharon Shuler 
     My Friends in distress, Annette & Mike 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped out at the Summer Lunch Program.   
Your time is very much appreciated in our community! 

~~~~ 
Thank you to whoever pulled weeds and did other yard work  

on the church property.  It looks fantastic! 

ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN 
 

Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office. 
 

For same day or next day prayer requests,  
please call or text Elaine to  

ensure it is sent out promptly. 

On behalf of the Board of Management of Hope Conference and Renewal Center, thank you for your recent 
donation of $500. 
In an effort to keep camp in use and bring in some income during the COVID-19 shut down, we have been 
offering Family Cabin Rentals for household members to stay in a cabin and enjoy some of the Camp Hope 
experience together.  Your generous gift, along with other donations, will pay the summer staff salary. 
 
It seems likely that the effects of COVID-19 will be felt for a long time.  We will continue to find ways to keep 
Camp Hope alive, and we look forward to a time when the camp will once again be filled with campers, 
activities, singing, and worshipping. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
Suzanne E. Curtis 
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 PRAYER CONCERNS    
 (Our Church Family) 

 
 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
 

 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
 
 

1-  Nolan & Brianne Rampulla (8) 
 Warren & Rhonda Stark (46) 

2 - John & Carla Sue Morris (31) 
5 - Jim & MaryBeth West (6) 

7 - Alan & Tina Kline (35) 
 Elwood & Carol Warner (18) 
9 - Kurt & Phyllis Eichman (14) 

10 - Tom & Sally Huber (43) 
13 - Robert & Catherine Hahn (51) 
15 - Ken & Karen Kirst (19) 

18 - Geoff & Christine Holland (21) 
 Scott & Shawna Rupert (16) 

23 - Brian & Jennie Dishong (20)  
26 - Leann & Ron Keschl (22) 
28 - James & Susan Duffield (35) 

30 - Jeff & Debbie Marsh (30) 

1 - Laurie West 

 Debra Williamson 

2 - Sonia Thorman 

5 - Stephen Meylach 

7 - Stephanie Heckman* 

 Renee Heckman 

8 - Madelyn Holland (10) 

9 - Brenda Fogel* 

 Rylan Mehlig (14) 

10 - LaRue Beil 

 Carol Messinger* 

 Jordyn Schnyderite (7) 

11 - Laura Haffner* 

12 - Mia Francisco  

 Ronald Kline 

 John Thorman* 

13 - Danielle Clennon 

 Craig Matheson 

14 - Nathan Hess (13) 

 Melvin Messinger 

15 - Giavanna Zullo (10) 

16 - Kathleen Elliott 

 Kelly Nesfeder 

17 - Kristopher Foulk* 

19 - Donna Francisco* 

 Brett Kline 

  

19 - Michael Koehler 

 Pamela Stampf* 

20 - Sue Gehris 

 Debra Love 

21 -  Devon Linaberry 

 Sharon Peters-Schuler 

22 - Deborah Dishong* 

 Vernon Messinger 

25 - Barbara Messinger 

 Alfonso Noviello 

 Jeffrey Oplinger 

 Troy Schoeneberger 

27 - Madison Hostler (2) 

 Kim Samsel 

 Shirley Warner Smith 

 Elwood Warner Sr. 

28 - Dolores Clewell 

 Jonathan Duffield 

 Robert Getz 

 John Kostenbader 

 Jeffrey Longenbach 

29 - Carol Erickson 

 Abigail Schoeneberger 

 Madeleine  

        Schoeneberger (19) 

30 - Adam Shafnisky 

*significant  

Birthday ending in  

a “5” or “0”. 

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please 
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our 
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please 
remember to contact the church office when 
names should be removed from the list.  

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends) 
 

 

Our Church Family 
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Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him. 
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love. 

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor 
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor 
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music 
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant 

8:00 am Worship 
9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

Our Mission Statement 
“To follow the example of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and 
serve all.” 

Schoeneck Moravian Church 
316 North Broad Street Extension 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522 

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org 
https://schoeneckmoravian.org 
610-759-0376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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