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The Joyful Noise Newsletter 
Schoeneck Moravian Church 

October 2020 

Listening for the Lord 
 

The other day, we were waiting for a package to arrive in the mail. Day by day we looked out on the front porch to 
see if it arrived. Even when it got dark, we opened the door to peek, thinking that we might have missed the delivery 
truck in the busyness of the day. When we saw nothing, we’d check the “track your package” status on the internet 
to see where the package resided at the moment. We monitored this just about every hour, hoping that an update 
would appear and show the package was closer than the last time we checked. How often we were disappointed 
with this too! All of this for one little package… 
 
When something is important to us, we will go out of the way to find time and attention for it. Maybe you can relate 
to the scenario above. It need not be a package that you set your heart on, but perhaps a TV show, a special 
calendar date, an outing to a restaurant or game. It’s OK to get excited about these things and to look forward to 
them, to even put your energy into thinking about them. The problem is, all of us only have so much time and energy 
in a day, and sometimes we give a disproportionate amount of it to things that aren’t as important as others.  
 
In the book of 1 Samuel, we meet the Israelites at a time when “the word of the Lord was rare; there were not 
many visions" (1 Samuel 3:1). It’s not so much that God wasn’t speaking to the people, but the people weren’t 
listening. In the life of Eli the priest, we see this. We see how he didn’t give God the place of importance He ought to 
have had. At one point Eli watches a woman named Hannah come to the doorpost of the Lord’s house and pray 
earnestly to the point of tears for a son. Rather than be moved by her faith, we read that Eli thought she was drunk 
(1 Samuel 1:12). Next were Eli’s sons Hophni and Phineas, also priests to the Lord. Rather than honor the Lord in 
their sacred call, these two sons of Eli took advantage of their office, having inappropriate relations with women and 
treating the Lord’s offering with greed and contempt (1 Samuel 2:17;2:22). People often follow the example of their 
leaders, and so we can imagine that if the spiritual leaders of the Israelite community had put God aside in their 
hearts, many of the people followed in step with this poor example.  
 
Fortunately, not all of Israel had forgotten God. During this time there lived a boy named Samuel. He was the son 
that God gave to the praying woman, Hannah, mentioned earlier. Before his birth, his mother had consecrated him 
to the Lord’s service, and in 1 Samuel chapter 3 we meet Samuel ministering in the temple under the tutelage of the 
priest Eli. One night, Samuel awakes from his sleep thinking he had heard Eli calling his name. He goes to Eli and says, 
“Here I am; you called me” (1 Samuel 3:5), but Eli told him he had not called him. Again Samuel hears a voice calling 
his name, and again he goes to Eli. But Eli hadn’t called him this time either. A third time it happens, and the same is 
the result, but this time Eli figures it out; he reasons that it wasn’t his voice the boy Samuel had heard — it was 
God’s voice. God was calling him, and Samuel had responded. Eli tells Samuel to go back, and this time when he 
hears the voice, he tells him to respond, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:9). 
 
Imagine, while so many of the priests had stopped listening for God, there was still one who did — not a seasoned 
veteran, but a boy. Unlike the others, he was listening to God. He was attentive to what God was trying to say in 
this time. If you read on in the story, you’ll see how God uses Samuel to accomplishes His purposes for the good of 
Israel. It’s a picture of what God can do through us if we too would listen.  
 

Samuel got up not once, not twice, but three times, to respond to the voice he was 
hearing, a voice he later learned was God’s. We get up three times to check the 
mail, but Samuel got up three times to speak with his Lord. What if we had that 
kind of hunger for God? What if we gave God that kind of importance in our lives? 
 
So often we are stuck in a mess. We are struggling, and we know we need 
something. Not just us, but the world around us is struggling, suffering. Jesus says, 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem…how long I have longed to gather your children together, as 
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Continued from page 1 

Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees  

September Meetings 
 

Board of Elders  

 Prayer and Fasting challenge for Elders 
and Pastors  

 Exploring other avenues of fellowship 
while practicing social distancing  

 Moving forward with Moravian Day of 
Service  

Board of Trustees  

 Additional discussion on a new church sign. 

 Raised $4,707 toward the principal of the 
parking lot/driveway paving loan.  

 Only $1,900 short year-to-date on Common 
Ministries.   

Our Zoom Sunday School class for the children  
starts on September 27th at 9:15am. 

 
We hope that if your child/children are joining in on Zoom and you 
want to attend in person church service you still have enough time 
to get there. We are planning for the class to be about 30 minutes 
since some parents are limiting their child/children’s online time 
because they may be doing cyber school. If for some reason your 
child/children did not receive an email with the Zoom invite and 

link, please contact the church office, JoAnn Heckman or me. Folders were made up 
and distributed with papers pertaining to the first several weeks of studying the book 
of Genesis. Not all pages may be appropriate for your child/children but we felt that if 
they are watching the class on Zoom, they could work along with the leader and 
perhaps an older sibling to help them. And "yes" we know that we included coloring 
pages in all the folders, but since adult coloring is such a popular thing and some of 
us are still practicing quarantine, we figured they could be put to good use by the 
adults of the family if your child/children feel they are too old to color. We will be 
mailing out papers to go with the lessons as we progress through the weeks and 
suggest that when you receive them to put them in the folder so all the papers are 
handy when the leader is showing them on Zoom. Please remember the Christian Ed 
group in your prayers that we are able to bring God's words and lessons to His 
children in this unusual time. And prayers for the leaders and helpers while we are 
preparing the lessons. 

 
I'm still looking for pictures from the congregation (doesn't have to be just 

children) of what you or your family and friends did during the quarantine while we 
were away from church, to help decorate the Sunday School bulletin board. I know 
just by watching the posts on Facebook that some of you were pretty busy at home 
or on your social distance vacation!  Help us out by giving us some pictures or just 
writing a short note, please? 
 
 Blessings! Stay safe and healthy. 
 Pamela Stampf 
 Sunday School Coordinator 

a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing” (Matthew 2 3:37). God wants to help us, but we 
don’t give him the space, the priority, to have His way in our lives. Today, let us make a change. Let us stop, and let us 
listen, for the Lord is speaking.  
 
Amen. 
 Pastors Garritt and Sanette Fleming 
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Worship the Lord with Us! 

WORLDWIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

On Worldwide Communion Sunday, October 4, we will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
with Christians throughout the world, expressing our unity with all who profess Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 
 
Communion can be received in two ways this day.  For those attending worship in-person in the sanctuary, 
we will serve communion as a special service following regular worship.  For those who are not comfortable 
with or able to attend in-person worship at this time, we will offer a safe, social-distanced communion service 
in the parking lot at 12:30 PM. 
 

258th ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY 
 

On Sunday, October 11, we will commemorate our 258th anniversary as a congregation.  Our worship will 
be a joyful celebration of our life together as a church family, and our continuing witness of God’s mercy to 
the greater Nazareth community. 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S SUNDAY 
 

On Sunday, October 18, we will celebrate the role of women in the Body of Christ.  From the day the 
Samaritan woman announced, “Come see a man who told me everything I ever did” (John 4:29) up until the 
present day, women have served a vital role in spreading the message of Jesus.  This day will be a chance to 
thank God for the amazing work He has done through women to help bring others to salvation. 

A Note About In-Person Services: 
 
We have returned to worship in the sanctuary for 
one service at 10:30 AM each Sunday.  As always, a 
livestream of the service will be done over Facebook 
and posted to YouTube later. 
 
Because of social distancing, seating for the in-person 
service is limited to 40 people (not including pastors, 
musicians, ushers, greeters, and Scripture reader).  
To attend you must register by filling out the 
registration form accessible through our church 
website, Facebook, or the weekly bulletin email.  If 
you aren’t comfortable using the computer to 
register, you can call the church office and leave a 
message.  All who call the church to register 
can be assured they are registered unless they 
receive a call back.  Registration will be available 
starting 9AM the Monday prior to each Sunday’s 
service and will close on Friday at noon. 

Scripture Readers 
Wanted!  

 
Now scheduling all Sundays  
for the remainder of 2020! 

Scripture Readers are guaranteed a seat  
in church without registration  

(family members or guests, must register) 
 

Please contact Lisa Moyer  
to select your date on the calendar! 
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 New Altar Flowers 
 

Now that we are back to indoor worship, you may have no�ced that we are using silk flower arrangements 

instead of fresh ones.  You s�ll have the opportunity to sponsor flowers as in the past, but we are now asking 

for a dona�on of $10 instead of $40.  Bulle�n sponsorships will  be $10 instead of $25.  To sign up for either 

flowers or bulle�ns, please email the church at schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org  or call the church office 

at 610-759-0376 and let Heather know the date and whether you want to sponsor the flowers or 

bulle�n.  She will let you know if that week is open.  We will con�nue to use the current sign-up sheet for the 

rest of this year, so if you've already signed up for a certain date you do not need to do it again.  

SPONSORS FOR THE MONTHS OF  

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 
 

FLOWERS - $10.00  BULLETINS - $10.00 
 

10/4 Sandy & Kevin Love 10/4 Fred & Peg Koehler 

10/11 Elaine & Jerry Bi8ner 10/11 Mehlig Family 

10/18 OPEN 10/18 Kim & Debbie Knecht 

10/25 Bob & Marianne Sweitzer 10/25 OPEN 

 

11/1 OPEN 11/1 OPEN 

11/8 Bob & Marianne Sweitzer 11/8 Paul & Mim Stoudt 

11/15 Cookie & George Knausss 11/15 Glenn & Carolyn Hertzog 

11/22 OPEN 11/22 OPEN 

11/29 OPEN 11/29 Carol Faust 

Thank you to Brenda Messinger-Voll for  
the beautiful silk altar flower arrangement.   

Thank you for using your creative talents to bless  
our worship space. 
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AUGUST MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

2020 
      

AUGUST ACTIVITY  

      

AUGUST TOTAL REVENUE       $29,463     

AUGUST TOTAL EXPENSES -$32,970  

AUGUST NET REVENUE  -$3,507  

 

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY  

YTD TOTAL REVENUE  $245,772  

YTD TOTAL EXPENSES  -$260,311 * 

YTD NET REVENUE  -$14,539  

      
 

*Includes Parking Lot Expense of $31,000. 
 

Total Provincial Obliga:on not paid  

through August - $1,900. 
 

Total Provincial & District Monthly Obliga:on is $7,284 

 

  

Time, Talent and Treasure 
 

AUGUST 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

Provincial Administration $1,475 

Special Projects—Helping Hand 

Fund 

$220 

Special Projects—Summer Catch-

Up 

$55 

Special Projects—Safe Harbor $5 

Special Projects—NEMDR $5 

Special Projects—Parking Lot $2,220 

Moravian Open Door $834 

Donation—Carpet $250 

Communion/Lovefeast $255 

Memorial Gift—Rev. James Gross $1,000 

  

TOTAL $6,319 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to the  

Kyle Butz Memorial Fund  
for donating $500  

to Camp Hope. 

 

Sunday, October 4 
 

Joyful Noise Offering  
can be placed in the  
metal bucket as you 
leave the sanctuary  

after worship  
 
 

THE JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING  
we are collecting today supports  

Moravian Open Door,  
the Moravian church’s ministry to  
the homeless in New York City. 
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Hello! 

I truly miss seeing so many of you.  I hope everyone is well and staying safe. 

I see all the children returning to school, hybrid, or virtual.  

Our granddaughter, Olivia, started her teaching career on Tuesday.  She is teaching Special Ed 
1st graders in Reading, PA. 

Our oldest daughter, Jen, Olivia’s mom is also a teacher as she has been for many years. She 
teaches first grade at Montgomery School in Chester County. 

Our Grandson, David, is 15 years old and will start 10th grade at Bishop Shanahan in 
Downingtown on September 15. 

It is hard to imagine all three in the same home teaching and learning, all on their computers or 
virtual as they say. 

Times are changing; I do hope that sometime in the near future children & teachers will be 
returning to school.  

I would guess that many other folks, parents, grandparents, teachers and students are hoping 
and praying for the same. 

I really have no topic this month as I am recovering from surgery.  The thoughts and comments 
above reflect how I am feeling and hope you can understand. 

Thanks for taking time to read this; hope to be back in the sanctuary soon. 

 Love, 

 Cookie Knauss 

Health Ministry 

Frank, a friend of our congregation, has been 

diagnosed with cancer and could use some 

cheer.  If you would like to send him a card, his 

address is: 
 

This information has been redacted 

for posting to our website.  Members 

may contact the church office for this 

information. 
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Please let the church office know about 
updates to the prayer concerns lists,  

as well as any address or 
 phone number changes.  

 Thank you! 

OCTOBER SAFE HARBOR    

Lou & Deb Dishong 

 

OCTOBER RECYCLING SPONSORS 

Dolores Klipple 

Thank you for your generous contribution of $714 as 
a Special Offering and $120 as a monthly offering to 
Moravian Open Door. This gift, along with others, 
enables MOD to continue its service to older 
homeless individuals by providing transitional 
housing, breakfast and nutrition education, 
counseling, and other direct services to restore 
dignity and re-build lives. 
 

     Thank you, 
     Frank Johnson 
     Susan Attzs-Mendoza 

We are most grateful for your generous gift for 
Moravian Disaster Relief.  Thank you for helping us 
continue our goal of making a difference. 
We ask for your prayers for wisdom as we seek to 
respond quickly and prudently to disasters.  We also 
request your prayers for those whose lives have been 
severely impacted by the pandemic. Your gift will 
help us meet these needs as well as those expected 
during the 2020 hurricane season. 
 
     Peace and Blessings, 
     Deb Swanson 

ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN 
 

Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office. 
 

For same day or next day prayer requests,  
please call or text Elaine to  

ensure it is sent out promptly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We express our sympathy with 
Mike and Allene Rampulla and family 

on the death of his mother  
Dolores Rampulla on August 29, 2020. 
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 PRAYER CONCERNS    
 (Our Church Family) 

 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
 

 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
 

 

2 - Jeff & Laura Cook (21) 
 Bill & Pat Davies (38) 

3 - Brett & Jamie Miller (28) 
6 - Lawrence & Brenda Voll (36) 

7 - Elaine & Jerry Bittner (58) 
8 - Dean & Cindy McAllister (37) 
10 - Glenn & Gina Hertzog (33) 
 Jennifer & Mark Knauss-Hauck (28) 

11 - Karl & Kelly Butz (23) 
 Mike & Allene Rampulla (34) 

19 - Heather & Chad Case (24) 
20 - Jeff & Brenda Fogel (41) 
 Frank & Gayle Searock (47) 

22 - Dave & Melissa Gillette (26) 
25 - Dale & Kelly Nesfeder (17) 

27 - Joe & April Silimperi (30) 
28 - Matthew & Emily Sweitzer (3) 

1–  Nicole Hepner* 

2 -  Debbie Marsh 

 Rebecca Toyberg 

3 - Susan Noviello 

 Lorena Roberts 

 Bonnie Roberts 

4 - Tim Messinger 

5 - Susan Dreydoppel 

6 - Linda Meylach* 

7 - Noelle Majczan (3) 

10 - Arthur Erickson 

 Len Messigner 

 Lori Schaefer 

 Dale Shollenberger 

 Valerie Szulborski 

12 - David Gillette 

13 - Parker Nesfeder (13) 

 Ann-Louise Taylor 

14 - Kim Knecht 

 Anderson Shafnisky (10) 

 Morgan Smith 

16 -  Alexis Morris-Ng (16) 

17 - Darl Houck 

 Tyler Nesfeder (15) 

18 - Weston Smith (5) 

 

 

19 - Ethan Huleatt 

 Warren Stark 

20 - Kevin Dorion 

 James Huleatt* 

 James Makovetz 

 Michael Rampulla 

21 - Mark Short 

 Eliana Szulborski (15) 

 Virginia Wiersma* 

22 - Gloria Floyd* 

 Lisa Moyer 

23 - Glenn Geosits 

24 - Karl M. Butz 

 Emma Kirst 

25 - Gabriel Gagner 

 Robert Hahn (18) 

 Laurie Toyberg 

26 - Debra Getz 

27 - Lorin Miller* 

 Bruce Roberts 

 

*significant  

Birthday ending in  

a “5” or “0”. 

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please 
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our 
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please 
remember to contact the church office when 
names should be removed from the list.  

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends) 
 

Our Church Family 
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 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 
 
9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 
7 PM Joint Board Meeting 
7:30 AA Meeting 

2 
 

9AM Fire Alarm Inspect. 
 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6 PM  Tiger Den 
 

3 
 

11 AM Al-Anon 

18th Sunday after Pentecost            4 
 
10:30 AM Worship Service  
In sanctuary and online 
(see pg 2 for details) 
 
 

 

5 
 

6:15 Tiger Den 
7:30 AA Meeting 

6 
 
6:30 Bear Den 
7 PM Elders Meeting 

7 
 
 
 

8 
 
9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 
7:30 AA Meeting 

9 
 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6 PM  Tiger Den 

10 
 

 
11 AM Al-Anon 

19th Sunday after Pentecost           11 
 
10:30 AM Worship Service  
In sanctuary and online 
(see pg 2 for details) 

                             12 
 

6:15 Tiger Den 
7:30 AA Meeting 

13 
 
6:30 Bear Den 
7 PM Trustees Meeting 

14 
 
7:15 Scout Committee 

15 
 
9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 
7:30 AA Meeting 

16 
 
5:30 Girl Scouts 
6 PM Tiger Den 

17 
  
11 AM Al-Anon 
 
 
 
 
 

20th Sunday after Pentecost          18 
 
10:30 AM Worship Service  
In sanctuary and online 
(see pg 2 for details) 

19 
 
6:15 Tiger Den 
7:30 AA Meeting 

20 
 
6:30 Bear Den 

21 
 

7 PM Pack Meeting 

22 
 

9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 
7:30 AA Meeting 

23 
 

5:30 Girl Scouts 
6 PM Tiger Den 

24 
 

11 AM Al-Anon 
3:30  Dennis Smith 
Memorial Fundraiser 

21st Sunday after Penecost           25 
  
10:30 AM Worship Service  
In sanctuary and online 
(see pg 2 for details) 

26 
 

6:15 Tiger Den 
7:30 AA Meeting 

27 
6:30 Bear Den 

28 29 
 

9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 
7:30 AA Meeting 

30 
 

5:30 Girl Scouts 
6 PM Tiger Den 

31 
 

11 AM Al-Anon 
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Schoeneck Moravian Church 
Vol. XXXVIII No. X October 2020 

 

Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him. 
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love. 

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor 
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor 
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music 
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant 

9:15 am Zoom Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship in the  
    Sanctuary or online 

Our Mission Statement 
“To follow the example of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and 
serve all.” 

Schoeneck Moravian Church 
316 North Broad Street Extension 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522 

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org 
https://schoeneckmoravian.org 
610-759-0376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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