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A Different Kind of Christmas
What are your Christmas traditions? Do they involve getting together with extended family for a day to bake
cookies? Cooking a big meal for your children and grandchildren? Going on a family shopping outing on Black
Friday? Going Christmas caroling around your neighborhood? Coming to church on Christmas Eve?
These traditions are special to us. They touch our hearts in deep ways. We may even say that they are what life
is all about — being together as a family, being close to God, and giving to others. We remember hearing
another church’s organist talk about her church’s tradition of going Christmas caroling to shut-in members and
how for her, “It just doesn’t feel like Christmas until we go caroling.”
Sadly to say, this Christmas isn’t going to “feel” the same. We already know that we will not be able to be
together in church, holding candles, eating love feast as we normally would because of the coronavirus. This will
be hard. There is no way to sugarcoat it. Many families won’t be gathering as they are accustomed to this year.
Family baking day may not be possible. It’s going to be a different kind of Christmas.
All those Hallmark Christmas movies always have happy endings, and so you might wonder, is there a happy
ending to our story? We believe there is. With God, we can find comfort and hope.
Looking to the Gospel story, we see that rather than a sight with sirens and flashing lights, with trays of cookies,
and the best cooked ham, the first Christmas was rather muted and ordinary. Our Savior — the King of the
world — was not born in a castle and set on a throne. He was born in a little town and set in a feeding trough.
The guests that showed up were not long awaited family members but some livestock and a few shepherds who
were a little smelly from a day in the fields (not just the animals, but the shepherds too!). If you stop and think
about it, these were not the arrangements you’d expect.
Also significant are the arrangements concerning the birthplace of Jesus. It is safe to assume that Mary and
Joseph would have preferred to have been able to stay in one of the guest rooms for the birth. But as we all
know, there was no room in the Inn. Their plans were disrupted and they had to make option B work.
Yet despite things not going the way they had hoped, there was something that propelled them onward, and
that was the birth of this baby boy, this boy who would be theirs to raise and enjoy, but who would also save
people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). This Jesus would be a gift in so many ways to so many people. Today He
is still a gift as He continues to change lives day by day. Jesus truly is the greatest gift the world has ever seen.
The first Christmas — not what you’d expect, not meeting expectations, but at the same time exceeding
expectations.
From the first Christmas, we can learn some lessons. We can learn that even though our treasured traditions
may not happen this year, there is still reason to celebrate, even if our nearest living, breathing companion is
our dog while our family says hi over a screen. Mary and Joseph dealt with the
same, but for them that night was still special.
We can also learn that just because we can’t do it the way we wished we could,
we can still adapt and make the best of it. Mary and Joseph’s “room reservation”
didn’t turn out as they would have liked, but they still made something work.
Maybe you can’t have that family dinner, but is there

something else you can do? We heard from a friend that though she can’t have her family over for dinner, she’s
chosen to still cook a small turkey and bake a pie for each of her kids and will deliver it to them on the day. They
can’t sit around a table together, but they can still all enjoy a home-cooked meal, and mom can feel good that she
was able to feed her family.
And last, we can learn that though there are many things missing this year, there is one thing that will not be
missing and can never be taken from us, and that is Jesus. There is nothing that could have stopped Jesus from
being born that night, and there is nothing that can stop Jesus from entering our lives, from entering those lonely
places, from entering those broken places. There is no pandemic, no missing tradition, no hardship, that can stop
Jesus from coming into our lives and giving hope. This is the gift of the Savior. This is the birth of Christ. While
our traditions may be absent this year, Jesus will still be more than present. Thank God for this priceless gift.
So this year, remember that Christmas didn’t always look the way we’ve been used to celebrating it, remember
that there are still things we can do to make it special, and remember that above all, we still have Jesus. When all
goes dim and quiet and the child gives His first cry, we remember that He is what it’s all about.
God bless you all,
Pastors Garritt and Sanette

This year in an effort to help us all share a very special part of our Christmas Eve service, we will be putting
together "Christmas Eve To Go" bags. The bags will include the Christmas Eve Lovefeast Ode, a pre-packaged
cookie, Moravian candle, and a 2021 Watchword. You'll be able to sing along, enjoy a cookie, and light a
candle as you watch the service from home.
If you would like to order a "Christmas Eve To Go" bag for you and/or your family, please call the church
office at 610-759-0376 and leave your name and the number of people you are ordering for.

Orders will be taken from
Monday, November 30 – Friday, December 11, 2020.
The "Christmas Eve To Go" bags will be

available for pick up on
Saturday, December 19
9:00 am - 11:00 am
and
Sunday, December 20
from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
We will be waiting in the vestibule by the church
parking lot and will bring your bags out to you.
Although we aren't able to be together on
Christmas Eve, our wish is that these symbols
remind us of the true joy of the season, the birth
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Worship the Lord with Us!
2nd Sunday of Advent
December 6, 10:30 AM
Worship over Livestream
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 13, 10:30 AM
Worship over Livestream
4th Sunday of Advent
December 20, 10:30 AM
Worship over Livestream
December 21, 22, 23
from 6:00-6:30 PM
Facebook Livestream Christmas-Themed Worship Experiences
Monday, Dec. 21 Facebook Live Christmas Caroling at 6:00 PM. You will be invited to share
your requests for your favorite Christian Christmas carol via the Facebook live feed and sing
along at home while the Pastors lead singing from the sanctuary
Tuesday, Dec. 22 — Facebook live sharing at 6:00 PM. We will have an opportunity to share
‘Why is Christmas So Special to Me?’ And the Pastors will reflect on ‘How To Cope With
Christmas 2020.’ Prayer and Song will also accompany this time together over the
livestream.
Wednesday, Dec. 23 — Facebook live Blue Christmas Service at 6:00 PM. In this service we
invite you to share the names of loved ones not with us this year. A blue candle will be lit on
their behalf. We will also pray for those grieving the loss of loved ones this season.
Christmas Eve
December 24
Prerecorded service made available on Facebook and YouTube
This prerecorded service will be a full-length service with as many bells and whistles as
possible to exalt Jesus Christ. Brass music, scripture reading, Choir, Sermon, handbells,
candlelight and more. The celebration of the Birth of Jesus Christ will go on regardless of
where we are celebrating this year. Christmas Eve To Go packages will be made available for
everyone to celebrate at home. (See page 2 for details on how to reserve your To-Go bag)
1st Sunday After Christmas
December 27, 10:30 AM
Worship over Livestream

MORE THAN EVER
Listen to Christmas Eve
and all our music at home!

$15.00
The Perfect Christmas Gift This Year!
If you would like to purchase copies,
please email Ryan Morrow and
he’ll get them to you!

Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

·

Friday, November 27 at 8:00 AM—decorating of the ·
church. Contact Corey Beil if you are willing to help.

Approved Eagle Scout project concerning
improvements to the cemetery garage.

·

Collection to be held to raise funds for Esperanza
food bags for children.

·

·

Unity Prayer Watch held in December. Details will
be forthcoming.

Received a donation from a non-member to help the
Nazareth community in this time of need. Funds
were split evenly between the food bank and the
social work program.

·

Three Trustees nominations needed for 2021.

REMINDER:
Please include your name and
envelope # on all offerings!
This is a big help
to our financial
secretary!

Time, Talent and Treasure
OCTOBER
SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Provincial Administration

-

-

-

$1,555

Initial Offering

$10

Special Projects—Summer Catch Up

$30

Special Projects—Safe Harbor

$45

Misc. Gift—Nazareth Community

$1,000

Moravian Open Door

$125

Anniversary Offering

$355

Communion/Lovefeast

$720

Memorial Gift—Dennis Smith

$3,650

Memorial Gift—Dennis Smith
Hoagie Sale

$2,392

Memorial Gift—Patricia Hayden

$150

Memorial Gift—Irma Williamson

$1,075

Memorial Gift—Bruce Fehr

$120

Memorial Gift—Elizabeth Warner

$250

Cemetery Perpetual Care

$25

Cemetery—Interment

$1,000

Cemetery—Sale of Plots

$2,500

TOTAL

$15,002

-

-

Health Ministry

-

·
·

·

·
·
·
·

·
·
·
·

Cookie and the Prayer Shawl Ministry,
Your kindness is a blessing and so are you. That was
so thoughtful and timely! You are all blessings!
Dianne

Cookie & George,
Thank you and whoever made the beautiful shawls.
Brenda and I both thank you for the kindness you’ve
shown.
Pat & Brenda
Thank you so much for your generous contribution
to the Nazareth Area Support Program. The work of
our social worker is vital during these difficult
economic times. Your gift enables her to continue
offering counseling services, connecting clients with
services, aiding to stop the cycle of poverty, and so
much more. We appreciate your compassion
toward the people who live within the Nazareth
Area School District that this program serves.
Sincerely,
Rev. Scott A. Hall
Nazareth Ministerium
Thank you. What a wonderful, meaningful idea to
make the beautiful prayer shawls. When I put it
around my shoulders I can honestly sense the love
and prayers from the Schoeneck Ministry.
Thank you to all and especially Deb Dishong and
Jackie Frye for your handy needlework and to
Cookie for seeing I received the gift.
God bless you.
Nancy Werkheiser

Update your directory
Add this family to Friends of the Congregation:
Sunny & David Kline

Thank you to our Schoeneck Moravian Church
Family and Friends,
2020 has been a rough year for everyone. Losing
your spouse of 71 years and your mother of 64 years
is never easy to accept. Elizabeth M. Warner passed
away after almost 1 year at the Hospice Nursing
Home Program at Alexandria Nazareth PA. Mom
went to heaven October 11th at 6:54 pm. Dad and I
were with her at the moment her spirit was taken to
Heaven by our Lord Jesus Christ. Her many years of
physical pain and suffering on earth were released
with her joyful arrival to our blessed Savior.
Your many wonderful cards, phone calls and for our
Pastor's warmth and words during this difficult time
of loss were very comforting to our family.
Many thanks for all go out to such a loving and
supportive Church Family.
Gracious Blessings to everyone.
Elwood Warner Sr
Elwood Warner Jr and Carol Warner

Not only are we thankful for all that God has given and blessed us with, but I'm
very thankful that this is the last month of 2020! What about you? I hope that
you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and remain healthy and safe from exposure
to COVID-19.
With the closing of the church in November the adult Sunday School class has
stopped meeting on Sundays. Hopefully soon they will again begin to
assemble as a group and continue their lessons.
The children's zoom Sunday School class has finished studying some of the important stories in the
first book of the Bible, "Genesis". We have been averaging between 7 to 13 children with about 4
adults also joining us. It is so wonderful to see the children's faces which we all have been missing.
We continue to mail out weekly stories, crossword puzzles, word searches, coloring pages, small
crafts with hopes that even if the children are unable to join us on the zoom meeting, that they read
through the material they receive in the mail.
On November 29th, we will begin with the Advent lessons. The children should have received their
papers to make an Advent candle each week as we count down to the birth of our Savior. Also
included in the last mailing was a family Advent calendar for each of the Sunday School children.
Starting December 27th, we will move on to learning some of the highlighted stories in Exodus, so
please continue to encourage your child/children to join us. If you aren't receiving the link or
mailings, or your child needs a Bible, please don't hesitate to contact me at
A3sGreedy@hotmail.com or JoAnn Heckman at jojo@enter.net or simply leave a message with the
church office. Also, we welcome anyone that would like to help teach the lessons on zoom - feel free
to contact us. You don't have to prepare or operate the slide show, someone else will do that for you,
you just need to teach.
Christmas blessings to you all!
And have a joyous New Year!
Pamela Stampf
Sunday School Coordinator

Special Offering for Esperanza
For the rest of this year, Schoeneck will be running a
special offering to support Esperanza Moravian Church's
Snack-Bag Program.
This program provides free snack bags for school children on
their way home from school, giving them the extra nourishment
they need after a long day. Even as many schools transition to
remote learning, Esperanza still makes these bags available to
kids, as the need is still there. Please consider giving an extra
offering to support this important mission to the youth of our
communities.
Be sure to LABEL your donation
“ESPERANZA SNACK BAGS”

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND HOLIDAY GREETINGS
TO THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY

ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN
Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office.
For same day or next day prayer requests,
please call or text Elaine to
ensure it is sent out promptly.

Please let the church office know about
updates to the prayer concerns lists,
as well as any address or
phone number changes.
Thank you!

We express our sympathy
with Michael Free
and family on the death
of his wife Anna
on November 14, 2020.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Our Church Family
HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please
remember to contact the church office when
names should be removed from the list.

*significant
Birthday ending in
a “5” or “0”.

246910 11 -

12 13 -

15 16 17 18 20 21 -

Peggy Dorion
Owen Samsel
Carol Ressler
Belinda Roberts
Kevin Gagner (16)
Jordan Gagner (16)
Lorna Short
Lori Beaumont
Makenna Case
Jeffrey Cook
JoAnn Heckman
Trevor Lenig (19)
Ian Hertzog
Marisa Graver
Sallyann McCarty
Linda Minnich
John Thorman
Judy Breidinger
Leann Keschl*
Matthew Clewell*
Christopher Gagner
Kaitlin Giovanni*
Karen Kirst
Savannah Hepner (2)
Scott Warner

22 24 25 26 27 28 29 30-

Lawrence Voll
Geraldine Morris
Nolan Rampulla
Sanette Fleming*
Sandy Love*
Branden Kline
Cathy Schaefer
Teagan Young (2)
Janice Coffing
Amy Edelman
Mary Jane Heyer

410 14 18 20 21 29 -

Tim & Barbara Messinger (44)
Lanie & John Yaswinski (9)
Robert & Debra Getz (46)
Sharon & Matt Peters-Schuler (2)
Richard & Carol Ressler (18)
Jason & Val Szulborski (24)
Corey & Jill Beil (30)
Diane & Mark Newman (14)

SUN

2nd Sunday of Advent
9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
10:30 AM Worship Livestream

13

6

MON

6 PM Livestream
Christmas Caroling

TUE
7PM Elders Meeting

7 PM Trustees Meeting

1

8

15

22

29

WED

6 PM Livestream
Blue Christmas Service

2

9

16

23

30

THU

Unity Prayer Watch

3

10

9 AM Women’s Bible Study

17

31

24

9 AM Women’s Bible Study

Christmas Eve
Pre-recorded worship
service available on
Facebook and Livestream

New Year’s Eve

FRI

4

SAT

12

5

11

19

26

18

25

9 - 11 AM
Christmas Eve To Go
Bag Pick-up

Order your Christmas Eve To Go bags. Call the church office to reserve yours by December 11.
7

14

21

28

6 PM Livestream
Christmas Sharing

Order your Christmas Eve To Go bags. Call the church office to reserve yours by December 11.
3rd Sunday of Advent

27

20

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
10:30 AM Worship Livestream

4th Sunday of Advent
9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
10:30 AM Worship Livestream
1 - 3 PM
Christmas Eve To Go
Bag Pick-up
1st Sunday after Christmas Day
9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
10:30 AM Worship Livestream

The Joyful Noise
Schoeneck Moravian Church
316 North Broad Street Extension
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org
https://schoeneckmoravian.org
610-759-0376

Schoeneck Moravian Church

December 2020

Vol. XXXVIII No. X

Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him.
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love.

Our Mission Statement
“To follow the example of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and
serve all.”

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant

9:15 am Zoom Sunday School
10:30 am Worship in the
Sanctuary or online

