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The Joyful Noise Newsletter 
Schoeneck Moravian Church 

February 2021 

Hearts After God 

 
What is your relationship with God like? Are you just acquaintances? Do you spend a couple 
minutes together a week? Or is your relationship with the Lord living and active? 

 
We recently heard an interview with professional football player Kirk Cousins, quarterback for the 
Minnesota Vikings. Cousins, who grew up in a home where faith in God was right there with salt 
and pepper on the table, tells of a trying time in his life. He played on the high school football team, 
and it wasn’t until his junior year that he actually got a chance to play on the field. Sadly though, 
that didn’t last long because he suffered an injury which put him back on the bench. This hit 
Cousins especially hard because junior year is when the scouts come and recruit for colleges. 
Cousins thought it was over, his chances of playing college ball done. But his Dad was quick to put 
his despairing son back on track. “Remember Proverbs 3:5-6,” he said. “‘Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all of your ways acknowledge Him and He 
will direct your path.’”Cousins’ dad wasn’t trying to promise his son that football was still his future, 
but rather he was imploring him to trust in God, that no matter how this turned out, He still had a 
plan for him. As it turned out, Cousins did make it back on the field, and now he plays for the pros. 
What a miraculous turn around. “For nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37) 

 
For Cousins, this experience was a turning point and for him is a continual testimony of God’s 
faithfulness. God is real, and He desires us to trust Him and walk in relationship with Him. As we 
listened to Cousins’ testimony, we were moved to take our relationship with God more seriously, to 
walk with Him more intimately each and every day. The interview also mentioned a weekly 
practice of Cousins’ team and other professional teams, of having Bible study and chapel. This 
devotion time goes right alongside their other routines like working out in the weight room and 
running drills on the field. And so here are these titans on the field who also find it important to bow 
their knees before the Lord. Again, as we heard this we were inspired to hunger after God more 
deeply. 

 
We are about to enter the season of Lent, a season which kicks off with a retelling of a prominent 
moment in Jesus’ life when He hungered and thirsted in the wilderness. While He was tempted by 
Satan to give in, His hunger for God was greater, as He declared to the tempter, “Man shall not 
live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4) 

 
This season, may you hunger and thirst for God in your life. He is who we truly need. Put Jesus 
first. Prioritize your relationship with Him, your devotions, your study of the Bible, and your honest 
conversation with Him. We pray that as you do this, you too will find the life and hope that Jesus, 
our living Savior, offers to each of us. Amen. 

 
To listen to the interview mentioned above, go to https://
www.familylife.com/podcast/familylife-today/faith-marriage-and-nfl-life/.  
 
 Pastors Garritt & Sanette Fleming 
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 Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees  

January Meetings 

Board of Elders  
 

 Special message of encouragement from an 
Elder for newsletter each month.  

 Upcoming Confirmation service to be 
scheduled.  

 Thank you to Elders who have served during 
the past year.  

 Looking for ways to help members connect to 
live streamed services if they lack access to 
Face Book and YouTube.  

Board of Trustees  

 Snow Plowing will occur at the cemetery 
whenever the church is plowed.  

 A secure and weatherproof dropbox will be 
installed in the parking lot vestibule and will be 
accessible from outside.  

 Thanks expressed to departing trustee 
members.  Still require 2.  

ANNUAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

The annual meeting of our Church Council at Schoeneck will 

take place virtually on Sunday, February 7 at 12:00 PM  
via Zoom. 

Elder’s Devotion 
 

Matthew 2:1-2 “Now Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East 
and have come to worship Him.” 
 
I am writing this on Epiphany January 6, 2021. The hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are” comes to mind. John Henry 
Hopkins, an Episcopalian minister, news reporter, and stained glass artist, wrote the text for this hymn in 1857. Within 
the five stanzas, the text so simply explains the significance of the gifts the kings brought to honor Jesus.  
 
Stanza one tells us of the kings journey through varied lands to follow The Star. The refrain shows how special this Star 
is. “Royal beauty bright…guiding us to thy perfect light!”  To me the perfect light refers to the baby Jesus. Stanza two is 
the gift of gold. The gold symbolizes the crown. “Crown Him again, King forever…to reign over us.”  In stanza three, we 
find the gift of frankincense. Did you know that frankincense is one of the ingredients of the incense used by Jewish 
priests in their worship of God? “Worship him, God on High.” Stanza four tells us of “Myrrh…a bitter perfume.”  This 
verse will fit quite well in our Holy Week Readings. The entire Passion of Christ during Holy Week is summed up in just 
twenty-two words. The last ten words being, “Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, Sealed in the stone-cold tomb.”  Stan-
za five, is a glorious verse which perfectly describes the joy of Resurrection! “Glorious now behold Him arise” 
 
So, you see now, how this hymn is not just an Epiphany hymn. Through this hymn, we see how the gifts of the Magi tell 
the story of our Saviour Jesus Christ. From birth to suffering, suffering to death, death to the glorious Resurrection.  
My prayer for you all is that God will Bless you and protect you and your loved ones!   Amen 

 Bill Heiser, Board of Elders 
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Worship the Lord with Us! 

Due to health concerns 
related to the pandemic, 

until further notice  
we will continue worshipping 

over Facebook Livestream  
every Sunday at 10:30 A.M.  

with recordings of the 
service posted to YouTube 

later in the day. 

OUR 2021 WATCHWORD TEXT 
 

“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” 

Psalm 80:19 

The month of February continues the church season of Epiphany, a season which celebrates the way Christ 
has made Himself known to people of every tribe and nation and our call as His disciples to make Him 
known as well. On the last two Sundays of Epiphany we will focus on two more ways we can share Jesus 
with those around us: 
 
February 7 — “Let Your Light So Shine Before Others” - How do our actions and deeds speak to the 
character of Christ and how He has changed us? 
 
February 14 — “Challenging the False gods of Our Times” - Are we willing to lovingly challenge and 
rebuke the falsehoods of our day so that the light of Christ may be revealed? 
 
Sunday, February 17 marks the first Sunday of the season of Lent, a time in which we reflect on our fallen 
world and our fallen nature as human beings and how Jesus Christ came into the world to save us. “By His 
wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). After a most challenging year, for Lent 2021 we will be studying the 
experience of suffering. Why do we suffer? Why is the world the way it is? And what is the hope that we can 
find in God? Join us each Sunday as we together draw nearer to Jesus through our pain. 
 
Along with our Sunday morning worship during the season of Lent, we will also be offering a Midweek 
Lenten program. At the time of writing this, plans for this program are still in the works. More information 
will be shared soon. 
 
Our Joint Board and Reopening Task Force continues to be in prayer and discussion about safe ways to 
gather amidst the pandemic. Until further notice we will continue holding worship online only via Facebook 
Live and YouTube.   

Bible Study 
Topic: Fasting 

 
January 27 through February 10 

 
Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 

 

via Zoom 
 
 

No sign-up necessary.   
An email will be sent  
to the congregation  
with a Zoom link. 
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Wow, the first month of 2021 is gone! That didn't take long. And...the zoom Sunday 

School for our children is moving right along too. We just finished the book of 

Exodus and are starting Leviticus. We continue to have an average attendance 

between 8 to 13 with most of our leaders joining in to help.  

 

Last year, the Jr. Youth got together after church and made Valentine cards for 

residents at Walden III. Since Jr. Youth is not meeting at this time, the Sunday 

School class has been asked to do this again. We will be including some valentine 

supplies in the mailing of Sunday School material the first week of February. If your child receives the 

supplies and your family or child is not willing to make a Valentine card, please contact me, JoAnn 

Heckman, or the church office. We need at least 32 cards to bring joy and cheer to all the residents of 

Walden III. We also ask you to please drop the homemade Valentine off at the church as soon as you can 

so we can deliver them to the residents by Valentine's day. We will have either a tote or black box with a 

lid outside the church entrance by the pillars to drop them in. Thank you in advance for helping us to 

bring happiness to those who are confined and unable to see their family during this time of the 

pandemic. 

 

The adult Sunday School class continues to meet via Zoom. If you are interested in joining them feel free 

to contact Jeff Faust or Troy Schoeneberger. 

 

Please continue to stay safe and healthy and help stop the spread of this terrible virus! 

 

 Blessing on your day, 

 Pamela Stampf 

 Sunday School Coordinator 

Jordan Gagner 
 Mentor: Mel Messinger 
 

Kevin Gagner 
 Mentor: Mike Zibulnik 
 

Naomi Francisco 
 Mentor: Marianne Sweitzer 
 

Alexis Morris-Ng 
 Mentor: Tammy Mehlig 

Noah Ressler 
 Mentor: Robert Hunt 
 

Jay Lirag 
 Mentor: Wayne Frick 

WE WELCOME  
OUR CONFIRMANDS  

INTO OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
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DECEMBER MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

2020 
      

DECEMBER ACTIVITY  

      

DEC TOTAL REVENUE       $51,710     

DEC TOTAL EXPENSES -$38,798  

DEC NET REVENUE  $12,912  

 

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY  

YTD TOTAL REVENUE  $390,055  

YTD TOTAL EXPENSES  -$389,522 * 

YTD NET REVENUE  $533  

      
*Includes Parking Lot Expense of $31,000. 

 

ALL PROVINCIAL/ DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS  

WERE PAID IN FULL 

 

  

Time, Talent and Treasure 
 DECEMBER 

SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

Provincial Administration $2,420 

Special Projects—Esperanza $180 

Speical Offering—Esperanza Snack 

Bags 
$520 

Anonymous Gift $10,000 

Moravian Open Door $425 

Communion/Lovefeast $42 

Memorial Gift—Dennis Smith $25 

Memorial Gift—Jeffrey Samsel $500 

Memorial Gift—Kyle Butz $1,000 

Memorial Gift—Bruce Fehr $30 

Memorial Gift—Elizabeth Warner $1,550 

Sale of Choir CD $250 

Thanksgiving Offering $1,085 

New Year’s Eve Offering $390 

Christmas Eve Offering $2,435 

Snow Plowing Envelope $455 

Fuel Envelope $20 

TOTAL $21,327 

SPONSORS FOR FEBRUARY 2021 
 

FLOWERS - $10.00 BULLETINS - $10.00 

 

2/7 OPEN 2/7 Cookie & George Knauss 

2/14 Jackie Frye 2/14 Jackie Frye 

2/21 OPEN 2/21 OPEN 

2/28 OPEN 2/28 OPEN 

From the Trustees: 
 
We are excited to share that Schoeneck was able to end the 2020 year by paying toward some 
outstanding bills and sharing our blessings with those in our community.   Best of all we paid our 
denominational obligations in full which resulted in a reduction of $25,057 in our outstanding 
debt.  $1,000 was transferred to Deferred Maintenance to pay for a new parsonage refrigera-
tor;  $2924.58 was paid to the Eastern District from a 2012 past due bill; $4000 was paid against 
our mortgage principal;  $500 each was given to Moravian Open Door, Camp Hope and Esperanza 
for their continued ministries and $1000 was put in Schoeneck's Helping Hand Fund.  Thank you to 
our members for your steadfast, generous giving which enabled us to accomplish these things.  May 
we all continue to be faithful stewards of the Lord in the coming year. 
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Hi! 
 
As I sit here thinking about all that has happened in the past week, I feel sad, frightened & alone. 
I think about all the people who cannot visit & see family members. 
 
I remember when I was in the hospital during the summer. At that time, I could have 1 visitor at a 
time; so my daughters & husband took turns.  Then when I was in the hospital in September only 
my husband could visit.  So, I cannot even think what it would feel like if no one could visit.  My 
sister-in-law is at Moravian Hall; during the pandemic last spring she had to stay in her room.  No 
outside activities.  Now, again, she is confined to her room.  No visitors or family are allowed to 
visit.  Many have had loved ones die without being able to see them or to say their good byes.  
Many folks who have died, are not able to have traditional viewings and funeral celebrations.  
Everything is on hold.    
 
What about the caregivers??? 
 
COVID has created enormous disruptions for many parts of daily life for everyone. 
Seven steps that caregivers can use to adapt routines and help their loved ones to stay calm and 
comfortable. 

 Maintain schedules 
 Bring outside destinations in (if the person normally goes out to eat, have food 

brought in) 
 Keep the person active 
 Remain connected 
 Use familiarity 
 Be supportive 
 Create a daily schedule with lots of visual cues (photos, stickers, drawings) 

 
These are just a few things to help in caregiving. 
Perhaps you can add more ideas that will work for you. 
 
Until next month, Stay Safe & Be Well.  Wear your mask. 
 
Love, 
Health Ministry 

Health Ministry 
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ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN 

 
Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office. 

 
 

For same day or next 
day prayer requests,  

please call or text Elaine 
to ensure it is sent out 

promptly. 

We express our sympathy 
with Debra Getz and family 

on the death of her 
husband Robert on 
December 31, 2020. 

 
We express our sympathy 

with Carol & Mel Messinger 
on the death of her mother 

Erma Eckhart on  
January 6, 2021. 

 
We express our sympathy 
with Jerry & Elaine Bittner 
on the death of his brother 
Larry on  January 6, 2021. 

Carol Messinger and her family would like to thank the Schoeneck family for showing her mother Erma 
Eckhart caring thoughts and prayers while she was a resident in Manor Care Bethlehem Nursing Home. She 
wore her prayer shawl daily and loved the warmth it gave her. She most enjoyed the cards she got and would 
ask me who are these people and I would share a little story about the person sending the card so she could 
feel connected. Your kindness was much appreciated, THANK YOU! Also thank you for the love and prayers 
given to us after her passing. Thank you Pastors Garritt and Sanette for your calls and support. My mother got 
to know many of our Schoeneck family and loved the fellowship she felt when visiting Schoeneck. God bless 
you all for showing her God's love.  

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, 
texts, emails and calls. And especially the 
prayers. Jerry’s brother, Larry, has gone home to 
be with our Lord. And we miss him so much, 
but we know he is no longer suffering.  We are 
so fortunate to have your support and the 
support of our pastors.  
 God’s Blessings to you all. 
 Elaine and Jerry  

Thank you from John Beitel for all the prayers, 
cards, and phone calls during his recent illness 
caused by a positive Covid test.  

On behalf of the Board of Management of 
Hope Conference and Renewal Center, thank 
you for your recent gift of $200.  Your donation 
will go towards necessary repairs for Camp 
Hope.  The dining hall roof must be replaced, 
Hassler Hall requires a supervised fire alarm 
system, and the swimming pool needs a new 
vinyl liner, steps, and safety cover. 
We appreciate your support and thank you 
again for your generous gift. 
 Susan Curtis 

Cookie & George, thank you for the lovely 
prayer shawl.  Also Deb Dishong and Jackie 
Frye for making them.  It was much  
appreciated. 
     Blessings to all, 
     Janice Hahn 
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 PRAYER CONCERNS    
 
 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
 

 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
 

 

1 - Ray & Carol Marsh (52) 
11 - Kevin & Peggy Dorion (26) 

14 - Darl & Bev Houck (34) 
 James & Courtney  

       Schnyderite (17) 
22 - Stephen & Linda Meylach (19) 
23 - Rob & Carol Lenig (30) 

1 - Carolyn Kratz 
 Brett Miller* 

2 - Dave Butz* 
 Kim Correll* 

 Jonah Rampulla 
3 - Benjamin Shafnisky (13) 
 Justin Short  

4 - Noah Ressler (16) 
5 - Lindsay Kutz 
 Mary Ann Orsinger  

7 - Frederick Koehler 
 Jay Lirag (16) 

8 - Ashlee Stampf 
10 - Gina Hertzog 
 Jamie Miller 

 Lizzie Nixon 
 Krystal Smith* 

11 - Abigail Haffner (17) 
 Jennifer Knauss-Hauck 
12 - Zachary Koehler 

13 - Travis Hahn (16) 
 Megan West 

14 - Lynn Marsh 
 Mason Rampulla 

15 - Bev Houck* 
 Mike Zibulnik 

16 - Marianne Sweitzer 
18 - Bill Davies 

 John McCarty (14) 
19 - Robert Hahn 
22 - Mark Newman 

23 - Mason Schrantz 
25 - Terry Berger 
27 - Carol Faust 

 Bruce Schweitzer 
28 - Thomas Samsel 

29 - Debbie Knecht 

*significant  

Birthday ending in  

a “5” or “0”. 

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please 
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our 
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please 
remember to contact the church office when 
names should be removed from the list.  

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends) 
 

Our Church Family 

FEBRUARY SAFE HARBOR    

Board of Trustees 

 

FEBRUARY RECYCLING SPONSORS 

Ann Dalton 
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 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 

7 PM  Bible Study 

4 
 

9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 
 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany           7     
 
9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday 
School on Zoom 
 
10:30 AM Worship Livestream 
 
12 PM Church Council Meeting via 
Zoom 
 

8 
 

 

9 
 
7 PM Trustees Meeting 

10 
 
7 PM  Bible Study 

11 
9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 

12 
 

13 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday                 14 
 
9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday 
School on Zoom 
 
10:30 AM Worship Livestream 

                            15 
 

16 
 
7PM Elders Meeting 

Ash Wednesday                17 
 
 

18 
 
9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 
 

19 
 
 

20 
  
 
 
 
 
 

First Sunday in Lent                      21 
 
9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday 
School on Zoom 
 
10:30 AM Worship Livestream 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

Lent Midweek services 
TBA 

25 
 

9 AM  Women’s Bible Study 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 
 

Second Sunday in Lent                 28 
  
9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday 
School on Zoom 
 
10:30 AM Worship Livestream 
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Schoeneck Moravian Church 
 February 2021 

Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him. 
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love. 

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor 
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor 
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music 
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant 

9:15 am Zoom Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship via livestream 

Our Mission Statement 
“To follow the example of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and 
serve all.” 

Schoeneck Moravian Church 
316 North Broad Street Extension 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522 

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org 
https://schoeneckmoravian.org 
610-759-0376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

The Joyful Noise 

 

  

 


