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Staying Focused on the Work of God
March has arrived and the spiritual season of Lent is nearing its halfway point. To guide our walk
with the Lord during this season, we often look to Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. The
Scripture says that “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness, where for forty days He was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days,
and at the end of them He was hungry” (Luke 4:1-2). During this experience, the devil tempts
Jesus in multiple ways to take the easy way out. “Tell this stone to become bread,” the devil says
to Jesus, who is famished and would no doubt delight in a warm meal. “If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here,” he says to Jesus, trying to convince Him to doubt the provision
and care of God the Father. And then the devil offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the world saying,
“If you worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus knew the road ahead of Him would be difficult. It
would require Him to give up His life. Here the devil was trying to give Jesus a way out by
appealing to the desires of the flesh.
In our own walk with God, we will face temptations. The enemy works in our lives, too, just as he
worked in Jesus’ life, trying to tempt us to take the easy way out. Ever have the Monday blues?
Perhaps you can relate to the reluctance of getting out of bed and starting the work week. It’s a
common experience. We say to ourselves, “If I had just one more day to relax, then I could handle
the week ahead.” While it is Biblical to take time to rest and to press pause on our commitments,
often what fuels our “Monday blues” isn’t a legitimate need to restore our body and soul but
laziness and a fear of facing real life.
In our devotional and prayer life, we face the temptation to “call in sick.” Let’s face it, sitting down
and watching TV often feels more enjoyable than sitting down to read our Bibles. Exercising or
warming up that bowl of oatmeal for breakfast feels more rewarding than taking five or ten minutes
to pray. We may even start to think, “It’s alright if I don’t pray today,” or even “Does it really matter
if I pray?”
As these ideas start to creep into our head, Jesus provides us the truth and the example. Yes
there is a time to celebrate, but first God has work for us to do. At one point in His ministry, Jesus
looks in need of a meal and the disciples urge Him to have something to eat, but His response to
them was this: “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work” (John 4:34).
Jesus never lost sight of His calling and His purpose. It’s not that He didn’t take time to eat, but He
made sure to not lose His hunger for God. Looking back again to His forty days and nights in the
wilderness, by His fasting it’s as if Jesus makes the declaration, “Lord, I will not forget the work
you have for me!” In His fasting He teaches us that sometimes we have to put our reward on hold
for God. There are things that God wants us to do — people He is calling us to reach, needs He is
calling us to pray for, time He is asking us to give to Him in service and in study. We have a
purpose, and God calls us out there, even on Monday morning.
Not only does God desire our service, but He desires closeness with us.
We may be tempted to think that we can do it alone, that we can do the
work and then clock out and go back to our business. But again Jesus
reminds us of the truth. “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). In these words
He was saying to the devil that even if He made food out of stones, that
food would not be enough; He would still need more. We still need
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more. The great church reformer Martin Luther once said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no
more possible than to be alive without breathing.” Prayer, reading God’s word, worship, all bring us
close to our Heavenly Father who is our source of strength, who is the anchor of our soul in this dark
world, who is the Great I Am who makes the impossible possible. God is our everything! As
Christians, may we never lose sight of that. May we never give the devil lip service in telling us we
don’t need God. We need the Lord; He is our lifeblood.
Just as the Spirit called Jesus into the wilderness, the Holy Spirit calls us to God this very day to
remind us of our high calling and purpose, that we have work to do. And He draws us to Himself to
remind us that He is our all in all, that in Him we find our everything. Today let us give God our praise,
and let us give God our best. Amen!
Pastors Garritt & Sanette

Worship the Lord with Us!
Sunday Sermon Series
During the month of March, we will continue our sermon series on suffering. Why do
we suffer? Why is the world the way it is? And how can we find hope in God in the
midst of suffering? Join us each Sunday as we together draw nearer to Jesus.
March 7: Contentment in Suffering
March 14: Love as Suffering
March 21: Prayers of Lament in Suffering
March 28: Palm Sunday

Due to health concerns related to the
pandemic, until further notice we will
continue worshipping over Facebook
Livestream every Sunday at 10:30
A.M. with recordings of the service
posted to YouTube later in the day.
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Midweek Lent Worship
Along with our Sunday morning worship during the season of Lent, we invite you to
join us for our Midweek Lent worship series, which will be held virtually this year. The
theme for our series is “Loss and Grief in the Bible.”
As in years past, we will be partnering with the congregations of Nazareth Moravian
Church and Moravian Hall Square to provide worship for each week. Because of the
need for Moravian Hall Square to have a recording of the service for broadcast over
their closed circuit TV, worship will be presented in a pre-recorded format for all
congregations.
In addition to a pre-recorded service each week, Schoeneck will offer a live component of
worship on Schoeneck’s Facebook page at 7:00 P.M. We will share in a live welcome and
announcements and intercessory prayer. Following the live portion of the service, we will provide a
link for you to access the rest of the pre-recorded service. If you are unable to attend the live portion
of worship, you will still be able to watch the service on YouTube at your convenience.
Below is a schedule of preachers and sermon topics:
March 3:
Preacher: Pastor Otto Dreydoppel, Chaplain at Moravian Hall Square
Scripture: Disciples grief will turn to joy — Jesus’ farewell discourse (John 16:16-24)
March 10:
Preacher: Grace Hochella, Pastoral Intern at Moravian Hall Square
Scripture: Ruth and Naomi — God’s promises even after loss (Ruth 1:1-5, 1:20-21, 4:13-16)
March 17:
Preacher: Pastor Sanette Fleming, Schoeneck Moravian Church
Scripture: Job — Why is this happening to me? Sometimes it is because we are righteous that we are
attacked (Job 2:1-10, Job 19:25-27)
March 24:
Preacher: Pastor Derek French, Nazareth Moravian Church
Scripture: What can separate us from the love of Christ? — If God died for us, what will He not do for
us? (Romans 8:31-39)

Join us on Wednesday each week at 7 P.M. on Facebook Live
as we kick off worship with live welcome and prayers.
Then, be blessed by the pre-recorded service to follow.
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Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees
January Meetings
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees



Elders are going to participate in a pen pal
program with Moravian Hall Square
residents. Anyone can join in. More information
will be forthcoming.



Elders welcomed Sharon Peters Schuler and
Ann-Louise Taylor as our newest Elders. Other
members of the board are: Corey Beil, Melody
Stocker (vice-chair), Tammy Mehlig (recording
secretary), Pamela Stampf, Linda Meylach, Valerie
Szulborski, Bill Heiser



We will continue to improve our broadcasting
technology.



The reopening task force will meet soon.



Welcomed new Board of Trustees
Members: Jeff Fogel, Gail Gagner, Ann
Dalton



Elections of President Katie Elliott, Vice
President Sue Dreydoppel, and Secretary
Denise Morris-Ng were conducted.



Trustee of the Month duties were discussed,
and monthly assignees were determined.

Schoeneck's Sunday School for elementary to 8th grade continues via Zoom each
Sunday at 9:15am to approximately 10:00am. The children continue to surprise us
each week with their knowledge of some of the Bible stories that they know and
remember from prior years, and the questions that some of them have! (Drew!!)
You can tell they are thinking and retaining what they are learning or have learned.
We just ﬁnished the book of Leviticus and started on Numbers at the end of
February. So we are slowly moving right along.
Since the Jr. Youth group is not meeting at the present, the Sunday School children provided
Valentine's Day cards to the residents of Walden III, like the Jr. Youth group did last year. The children were
sent Valentine's to decorate with all kinds of colorful stickers that we provided and asked to return them to
the church. We are happy to report that we were able to provide 40 colorfully decorated Valentine's to the
residents, and also mailed some to our sick and shut in at Schoeneck. And, Linda Meylach said that the
residents LOVED the cards and they and the staﬀ sent a great big "THANK YOU" to the children for their
thoughtfulness! Thank you parents and children for helping spread happiness to those that are unable to
spend time or see their family at this time.
Just remember, spring is around the corner!
God Bless and stay safe and healthy!
Pamela Stampf
Sunday School Coordinator
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Time, Talent and Treasure
JANUARY
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

JANUARY MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2021

Provincial Administration

JANUARY ACTIVITY
JAN
JAN
JAN

TOTAL
TOTAL
NET

REVENUE
EXPENSES
REVENUE

Special Projects—Helping Hand
Fund

$25,852
-$27,400
-$1,548

Special Projects—Food Bank
Special Projects—Esperanza Snack
Bags
Gift—Technology

YTD
YTD
YTD

$2,435

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY
TOTAL REVENUE
$25,852
-$27, 400
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET
REVENUE
-$1,548

Moravian Open Door

TOTAL MONTHLY OBLIGATION IS $7,165

$600
$80
$300
$50

Communion/Lovefeast

$136

Memorial Gift—Dennis Smith

$100

Lenten Self-Denial Offering

ALL PROVINCIAL/ DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS WERE PAID
IN FULL FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

$5

$10

Initial Offering

$515

Christmas Eve Offering

$120

Snow Plowing Envelope

$500

Total

$4,851

SPONSORS FOR MARCH 2021
FLOWERS - $10.00

BULLETINS - $10.00

3/7
3/14
3/21
3/28

3/7
3/14
3/21
3/28

Carol Messinger
OPEN
OPEN
Jackie Frye

Thank you

Carol Messinger
Melody Stocker
OPEN
OPEN

Schoeneck received a bequest
of $1,000 from the estate of
Irma Williamson.

New Addresses:
(This information is redacted
for on the website for privacy)
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Health Ministry
Greetings!
So as I write this newsletter for March, it is February. The snow still remains after a storm of 30 plus
inches last week, temp was 13 early this morning; and since it is almost Valentine’s Day, my thoughts turn
to chocolate. Well, here’s some interesting facts about chocolate for all you chocolate lovers!
Is Chocolate good for the brain?
The Kuna Indians, inhabitants of a remote island in Panama, have almost no instances of high blood
pressure, stroke, or heart disease. I think that is amazing!
Their secret? It could be chocolate, says a team of scientists led by Norman K Hollenberg, MD, PhD,
professor of radiology at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, who have been studying the tribe for
decades. The team ﬁrst thought genetic factors explained the low susceptibility to strokes and heart
disease, but when tribespeople migrated to cities in mainland Panama, their rates of these diseases
increased.
Digging deeper, the researchers found that the islanders ate four times as much ﬁsh, twice as much fruits,
and 10 times the amount of cocoa as the general population. They drank at least four cups of a mix of
sugar, water, and strong cocoa daily.
The team’s ﬁndings have spurred interest in the health beneﬁts of chocolate. Since then, most studies have
looked at chocolate’s eﬀect on stroke. After tracking 37,036 men for ten years, researchers found that
those who ate about 2 ounces of chocolate a week had a lower risk of stroke than those who did not eat
chocolate. A larger study in 2017 looked at dietary habits of 85,000 men and women in Japan over 12 years
and found that women who ate chocolate- 1.3 ounces a day- had lower risk of stroke than women who ate
no chocolate.
Researchers believe that ﬂavonoids, a compound found in cocoa beans as well as fruits, vegetables, and
other plant based foods, may play a neuroprotective role. They are looking at types of ﬂavonoids called
ﬂavanols. Flavanols protect the brain, heart and other organs in multiple ways. In 2014 the eﬀect of cocoa
ﬂavanols found that participants who supplemented their diets with a drink high in cocoa ﬂavanols
performed better on tests of pattern recognition and memory than a control group that drank a lowﬂavanol beverage.
I don’t know what you think, but I for one will continue to eat
my chocolate to make sure my heart & brain get enough
ﬂavanols.
Have some chocolate!
Stay safe; wear your masks.
Love,
Health Ministry
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ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN
We express our sympathy
with Julie Nichols, Gia
Zullo, and family on the
death of Michael J. Zullo
on January 30, 2021.

Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office.

For same day or next
day prayer requests,
please call or text Elaine
to ensure it is sent out
promptly.

Camp Hope 2021
Due to Covid restrictions, Camp Hope
will not have traditional week-long
summer camp this year.

SAFE HARBOR
UPDATE

They will be offering weekend cabin rentals
for families. More information to come.
Camp Hope is looking or full summer long
staff to lead activities, games, and campfires
as well as providing meals and cleaning camp.
Anyone 16 years or older, and are interested
in spending the summer at camp, please contact the camp office to apply. 908-459-4435
or hopecenter@camphope.org.

A heartfelt thank you
to everyone who helped and
participated in the latest coﬀee/
hot drink drive for the Easton
homeless shelter. Thanks to your generosity, we
delivered, on behalf of the congregation:
135.2 pounds of coﬀee
1,290 individual servings of tea, and
512 individual servings of hot chocolate mix.

Thank you for your generous contribution of $925
to Moravian Open Door. This gift, along with
others, enables MOD to continue its service to
older homeless individuals by providing transitional
housing, breakfast and nutrition education,
counseling, and other direct services to restore
dignity and re-build lives.

Additional items included coﬀee creamer,
individual cups of applesauce and some large
containers of laundry soap.
Timing was extraordinary, as the delivery was
made just before a heavy snowstorm. To say
that the residents were delighted would be an
understatement.

Thank you,
Frank Johnson, Susan Attzs-Mendoza

Safe Harbor receives and distributes a lot of
clothing, but sees a serious shortage of new
underwear, both men’s and women’s in sizes
small and medium. We are looking further into
that matter, and will propose a plan to address
that need in the near future. Thanks, again. We
should all feel pleased and grateful to be part of
a generous and loving community of faith .

Thank you for your Contribution. We want to let
you know how much we appreciate your support
of Safe Harbor during these incredibly difficult
times. Your donation has helped to carry Safe
Harbor during the current COVID-19 crisis and
helped our organization remain stable for and
focused on our residents.
Sarah Massaro, Director of Development
Safe Harbor
Thank you for all your donations! We really
appreciate it! God Bless!
Toni (Resident of Safe Harbor)
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Elder’s Devotion
As part of my morning routine, I set aside time to read Our Daily Bread to engage in God’s word
and prayer. Recently a scripture passage and verse especially touched my heart and spoke to our
current times. John 15:2 says Every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more

fruitful.
The Daily Bread article, titled “Pruned to Thrive” written by Adam Holz describes how during
“pruning” we may experience different types of hardships. Due to the outbreak of Covid-19 and the
shut-down of our country since mid-March 2020, I certainly think we can all relate to this. Some of us
have experienced sickness and loss, either first-hand or through loved ones. Our jobs may have suffered
or changed since Covid, which has caused additional economic burden and/or emotional strain. We
haven’t been able to spend time with all of our loved ones, which causes sadness and depression. Even
our church worship has changed. This has caused some members extreme sadness and loss of church
connection, due to lack of technology knowledge or equipment. Lastly, no matter what your political
beliefs, the election rounded out the year with much stress and division in our country.
For me, the hardest “pruning” I have had to experience during this pandemic is the lack of social
contact with my family and friends. All of my side of the family live at least two hours away and it’s been
awhile since I have seen them. The holidays were different and honestly, a little depressing. My job as a
teacher has also changed significantly. It saddens me to see my students “from a distance” over a
computer screen and/or at a distance in the classroom, wearing masks. Less words are spoken among
students and the spoken words are muffled and sometimes inaudible. Not to mention that there are no
more hugs and high fives this year, which so many of our little “bunny” students desperately need.
Additionally, as a mother I have had to give lots of extra love and empathy for my own “very-social,”
school-aged daughter, who struggles with this “new normal.”
BUT… the scripture gives us encouragement. John 15: 4 - No branch can bear fruit by itself; it
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. Although we may be
suffering, we can be empowered by God’s love for us and faith through His word that he is working for
our good and “fruitfulness.” We need to stay near to Him in prayer and stay near to those who uplift us
and God’s word. I’m grateful for phone calls with my family and Zooms with my friends to keep
connected. Even though school is not “normal,” I am grateful to see some of my students. Even
though this school experience is different for them too, they’re excited and it brings me joy. I am
grateful for the moments in prayer with my daughter, which keep us close to God and remind us to rely
on Him during this difficult time. I am grateful for the weekly online church services, my monthly elder
meetings, and the numerous other church events and activities that keep us connected to each other
and to Christ (the variety of collections for others, Christmas Eve To-Go Bags and the amazing Christmas
Eve. service, and Confirmation and Annual Church meetings via Zoom). I am filled with amazement and
happiness over the economic prosperity that our church is experiencing in order to continue God’s
work – a definite example of God’s fruitfulness during a time of “pruning.”
So, when others feel downtrodden and despair in this troubling time and ask (and maybe I might, too)
“What can we do?” The answer is to stay near to God and trust Him. We don’t always know what God
has in store for us and we might not always understand why things happen. But we can remember that
God’s at work, bringing change and a light to the end of this dark tunnel. We must trust that His
pruning will bear fruit. May God provide you with much fruitfulness during this time of pruning.
Val Szulborski
Elder

8

Our Church Family
PRAYER CONCERNS

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please
remember to contact the church office when
names should be removed from the list.

*significant
Birthday ending in
a “5” or “0”.

1- Miranda Brown
3 - Lauren Cosgrove
Dennis Silvius
5 - Carol Yeska
6 - Kurt Eichman*
Christina Hostler
7 - Nathan Cook (17)
Bob Haffner
Gavin Kutz (8)
Paul Stoudt*
8 - Susan Fraser
Stephanie Gollie*
9 - Kristin Frick
10 - Benjamin Clewell
Jacob Warner (15)
12 - Loraine Rice
15 - Kelly Butz
17 - David Correll*
Ashlie Mercado
19 - Elwood Warner, Jr.*

20 - Andy Loiacano
Marlene Roehrich*
22 - Glenn Hertzog, Jr.
24 - Megan Hahn
Donna Thorman
25 - Mae Kline
26 - Brian Hess
Sue Marsh*
27 - Dolores Klipple
29 - John Morris*

611 15 20 23 30 31 -

Gloria & Robert Floyd (56)
Marisa & Brian Graver (26)
Elenora & Richard Kachline (63)
Bill & Mary Ann Orsinger (40)
Bruce & Bonnie Roberts (53)
Martin & Marlene Roehrich (20)
Thomas & Belinda Roberts (9)

MARCH SAFE HARBOR
Ann Dalton
MARCH RECYCLING SPONSORS
Dolores Klipple
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SUN

MON

TUE
1

WED
2

7PM Elders Meeting

Third Sunday in Lent

7

8

3
7 PM Lent Midweek
Worship—Welcome and
Announcements

9

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom

8:30 AM Provincial Meeting—Emerging Ministries

10:30 AM Worship Livestream

7 PM Trustees Meeting

THU

FRI
4

SAT
5

6

9 AM Women’s Bible Study
6 PM Reopening Task Force
7:30 PM Joint Board
Meeting

10

11
9 AM Women’s Bible Study

12

13

17

18

19

20

26

27

7 PM Lent Midweek
Worship—Welcome and
Announcements

12 PM Worship Ministry Meeting

14

15

16

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom

7 PM Lent Midweek
Worship—Welcome and
Announcements

9 AM Women’s Bible Study
7 PM Men’s Fellowship &
Prayer via Zoom

10:30 AM Worship Livestream

Fifth Sunday in Lent

21

22

23

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom

24
7 PM Lent Midweek
Worship—Welcome and
Announcements

28

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
10:30 AM Worship Livestream

29
Holy Week Reading
Service

30
Holy Week Reading
Service

7 PM Women’s Fellowship &
Prayer via Zoom

31
Holy Week Reading
Service

25
9 AM Women’s Bible Study

10:30 AM Worship Livestream

Palm Sunday
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Fourth Sunday in Lent

Personal
Reflections
2020
In the midst of the hardships of 2020, there was still
a lot to be thankful for. Here are a few personal, positive reflections
that were shared by some our members.
Well, it certainly has been a year…
I will say that the thing I've enjoyed the most has been more time with my
husband. I'm always running to meetings and rehearsals, and I love it all but
without it, I've been home more which has its advantages. I also participated
in a worldwide virtual choir with over 17,000 singers from 129 countries…
what a thrill. I've been able to take voice lessons more regularly since my
teacher from DC is teaching virtually. I'm so grateful none of my family or
loved ones have died of Covid, that I had a mild case, that no one else in my
family got it, and that my 92-year-old mother survived. I'm thankful our kids
are still employed, and we are retired. Being able to worship, even though
virtually, is also a blessing. We have many reasons to be thankful.
Patty Alercia
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Personal Reflections 2020
During the 4 days of the snowstorm, I had time to think about what I might
say to you. My first thought was to thank God for the beauty of the snow. I
am the rare person who loves winter - seeing the structure of the trees when
they are not covered with leaves, seeing them covered in glittering ice or soft
snow. Then I thanked God for providing me with a warm home to sit in
while I looked out the window at the snow and to pray for those who are
without a home.
I am thankful for enough money coming into our household each month to
provide for our needs, both basic and a few extras, when so many are in a
financial crisis. I thanked God that I was able to get both Covid-19 shots to
protect me and especially thankful that most of those in my family who
contracted the virus are fully recovered, although I did have one cousin who
died last year from complications due to Covid. I thanked God for the
dedication of talented doctors and researchers who developed the vaccine
and gave us all hope of some return to normalcy. I thanked God for my
new great-grandson, who will arrive in just a few weeks, and for the joy he
will bring to our lives. I thanked God for the opportunities we had at
Schoeneck to worship God each week, no matter what the mode. I thanked
God for our pastors, for Ryan and the musicians who were willing to share
their talents at our services, for the other behind the scenes members who
supported our efforts to reach out to those hungry to hear God's word each
week. I thanked God that our members continue to support our
congregation monetarily each week. I thanked God for the opportunity to
serve Him as an Elder and on the re-opening task force. I thanked God for
and prayed for each member of our church
family and that He would keep them in His
loving care always, especially in these
challenging times.
Now I thank God for allowing me to share
these thoughts with all of you, so you will
know that you are loved, missed, and
wished all the best in this new year.
Your sister in Christ,
Linda Meylach
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Personal Reflections 2020
2020 was a very difficult year, not only for me, but for many. Losing my
husband, best friend and soul mate, during a pandemic was extremely trying.
I am extremely thankful and grateful for my family, church family, work family
and close friends, I could not have done this without any of them.
I am truly blessed with God’s everyday strength, courage
and guidance.
Joanne Smith

Grateful
It cannot be easy to carry on a worship service or preach a sermon while
staring into a camera, rather than a sanctuary full of smiling faces. It cannot be
easy to play hymns or perform any music to a room full of empty pews week
after week. Thank you deeply, Pastors Sanette and Garritt, and Ryan, and all
our dedicated musicians and readers. You are all very gifted to be able to
sustain our longstanding history of worship at Schoeneck
through these very challenging times. Those of us on the
other side of that camera lens each Sunday know that we
are truly blessed by your presence each week. Please know
that we are extremely grateful for all that you do.
Lorin Miller
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The Joyful Noise
Schoeneck Moravian Church
316 North Broad Street Extension
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org
https://schoeneckmoravian.org
610-759-0376

Schoeneck Moravian Church
March 2021

Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him.
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love.

Our Mission Statement
“To follow the example of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and
serve all.”

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant

9:15 am Zoom Sunday School
10:30 am Worship via livestream
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