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Being a Good Neighbor
Next to the greatest commandment to love the Lord your God with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength, there is another that follows closely: love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:31). This
commandment makes it to the top of the list, so it is clear that to Jesus, our neighbors should be a
priority to us, and our attitude and actions toward them are of utmost importance.
Just how do we treat our neighbors? Jesus gives the example of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:2537) to show how a Samaritan went out of his way to help a severely injured man, a man who most
interpreters1 believe was a Jew. Now, Jews and Samaritans wouldn’t be seen walking on the same
side of the street. They had an intense hatred for one another because of a bitter past. Yet this
Samaritan stops to help his bloodied enemy, and Jesus uses his example to show us the kind of
regard we should have to our neighbors, even those with whom we don’t get along.
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love
them,” Jesus says (Luke 6:32). As Christ-followers, we are to go beyond the natural response and
respond like Jesus would in every situation. We are to point people to a different way, a better way
— the way of God. “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden” (Matthew 5:14). How are we showing the light of God to our neighbors?
By the standards of our culture, being a “good neighbor” today looks quite different than it did fifty
years ago. At that time, to be a “good neighbor” meant that you knew the names of neighbors, that
you could introduce new neighbors to your current neighbors, and that you could rely on your
neighbors for help. A recent survey by the Harvard School of Medicine revealed that in today’s
times, however, being a “good neighbor” means that you essentially leave your neighbor alone,
that you keep the music down so-to-speak, and that you just smile and wave when you take out
your trash.2 It’s a far cry from the example Jesus holds up in the Good Samaritan and a distant
cousin to active and engaged role implied by God’s call on us to be lights of the world. How can
we hope to leave the impression of God on our neighbors if we barely show our faces to them?
How can we hope to make an impact on them if we keep to our own business as they do theirs?
Pastor Dave Wilson has told the story of his interaction with his next door neighbor.3 In his tale, he
described his neighbor as “the orneriest neighbor you could think of” who was “just mean.” This
woman was in her golden years and was widowed. One day she came up to Dave and complained
to him because his sprinkler was touching her driveway. She would frequently sit at her front door,
and if a ball rolled into her lawn, she’d come out and yell at Dave’s kids to take it off her property.
She was “that neighbor” Dave said.
So one day Dave said to his three sons, “We’re going to go over and rake her leaves.” His kids
shouted back, “We’re not going over there! She’s gonna yell at us.” But Dave responded, “I don’t
know what she’s going to do, but we going to go over and love her.”
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They went over, and sure enough, their neighbor came out of her house and yelled at them. She
didn’t tell them to stop, but she told them they were doing it all wrong. “See, we told you she’d yell at
us!” the kids said. But Dave told them to keep on raking according to her instructions. And so they
continued on. It wouldn’t be the first time that they’d come over and rake her leaves. With each time,
however, their neighbor didn’t appear to get any nicer. She didn’t show any signs that would
suggest that she felt loved as a result of Dave and his children’s kind service.
“So what’s the point?” we might wonder. About a year and a half later, Dave was sitting on his front
porch, and he heard a loud thud coming from his neighbor’s house. Dave looked across the lawn
and into the garage and saw that his neighbor had fallen on some ice. He rushed over, ran through
the garage, and came up to check on her. She had almost passed out, and so Dave picked her up
and brought her into her home. Although this was the most logical place to bring her, taking her
inside felt strange to Dave because after all these years, he had never been in her house before.
When Dave’s neighbor gained her strength back, she looked at Dave with gratitude and said,
“Thank you.” It was the beginning of the first real conversation they had ever had with one another.
Then she said to him, “Let me take you downstairs.” Dave, a little taken aback by this new stroke of
kindness in his neighbor, tried to be polite and said, “No, that’s OK.” But she insisted. Taking Dave
to a part of the home that obviously had great meaning to her, she showed him her husband’s
workbench. She hadn’t touched it or anything in the room since her husband had died, and she had
never shown the room to anyone else. But she showed it to Dave. What made her open up like
this? Something had changed in Dave’s neighbor, and it probably didn’t start that day. Something
had softened her heart.
We don’t know how our kindness will affect someone, even if they don’t seem to appreciate it at
first. And we may never get rewarded for our loving actions like Dave did that day. But Christ’s call
on us is nonetheless the same: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” How are you loving your neighbor
today? How are you following Christ’s command? Amen.
Pastors Garritt & Sanette Fleming

Highlights from the Board of Elders and Board of Trustees
April Meetings
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees



Casserole of Care will resume



Continued discussion of roof and organ repairs



Fundraising efforts for the roof restoration and
organ project will begin soon





Planning has begun for Memorial Day Observance

Offering drop box installed. Thank you Won By
One Sunday school class and to Nazareth
Hardware for donating the needed hardware.



New Members Class began on April 18th with 7
individuals participating



New toilets were installed in the men’s and
women’s restrooms near the Fellowship Hall.



As we begin outdoor worship, more members will
be sought to help with the services. Watch for
more details



The cemetery garage roof will be coated with
fibered aluminum coating to prevent rust.



Schoeneck will take part in TREX Plastic
Challenge.
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Worship the Lord with Us!
All services will be held outdoors and simultaneously
livestreamed. If weather is poor, services will be held via
livestream only. As we pray for safety to improve regarding
Covid-19, the Joint Board will be reevaluating the possibility
of resuming in-person worship in the sanctuary on a monthly
basis.
“Bring Your Own” CHRISTIAN FAMILY LOVEFEAST
On Sunday, May 9, we will honor God’s gift of mothers in our congregation
with a “bring your own” Christian Family Lovefeast. Bring a snack with you
to our outdoor worship. During the service we will take a moment to share in
the “breaking of bread” with one another. We ask that you sit social distanced
from those outside of your household and only remove your mask to eat.
ASCENSION SUNDAY
On Sunday, May 16, we will remember how our Lord, after spending forty
days with His disciples following the Resurrection, ascended to Heaven to
return to the glory He had with the Father before the world began (John
17:5). Our faith declares that just as Jesus was seen going into heaven, He
will come again in the same way on the clouds of Heaven.
PENTECOST HOLY COMMUNION
On Sunday, May 23, we will celebrate Holy Communion as we remember
the gift of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. It is the Holy Spirit Who
gave birth to the church, giving disciples gifts and power to proclaim Jesus’
message of salvation to the world. Similar to our parking lot Communion
services, Communion will be served to you wherever you feel most
comfortable being seated, either in your vehicle or in the grove.
TRINITY SUNDAY AND MEMORIAL DAY
On Sunday, May 30 we will give thanks to our Lord as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. We will also take time during worship to recognize those who have died
serving our country in the armed forces, giving thanks for the sacrifices they
have made. There will be a special Memorial Day observance following
worship at God’s Acre.

FLOWERS FOR MEMORIAL DAY!
Sunday, May 30
As in years past, we invite you to bring fresh-cut flowers
to be placed on the graves in God’s Acre.
Thank you for helping us present this tribute.
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UPDATE ON
ROOF AND ORGAN REPAIR PROJECT
A focus group made up of Jack Breidinger, Ann Dalton, Ka e Ellio , Glenn Hertzog, and Mel Messinger met on
March 22, 2021 to discuss the upcoming roof and organ repair project. What needs to be accomplished and how
to make this happen were topics of discussion. We decided that the ﬁrst order of business would be to get
quotes for the organ and roof repairs. We reached out to other churches in the area to ﬁnd rooﬁng contractors
they've used and got the names of four. We met in person with three of them. The fourth was not able to fulﬁll
the work we needed done. Ryan Morrow met with a representa ve from Emery Brothers, Inc., who works in
pipe organ service and restora on. Once we get quotes back from these companies we will begin the process of
deciding who will get the bids.
The next and most diﬃcult part of this project will be how to ﬁnance these costly repairs.
Please con nue to pray for Schoeneck as we work through this ongoing project.
On behalf of the Trustees,
Ka e Ellio

Congratulations to
Kris & Beth Foulk on the birth of their daughter
Cecilia Rose Foulk on March 31, 2021.
We also celebrate with grandparents Robin & Brian Foulk.

MEMORIAL DAY TRIBUTE
On Sunday, May 30, we will celebrate Memorial Day with a special tribute to remember those who have served in our military. If you would like to honor/
remember a loved one, please fill out the form and return it to the church office by
Sunday, May 23. We ask that you contribute $1 per name. Due to circumstances
surrounding the pandemic, we will not be ordering petunias for the tribute this year.

Deadline for participating is Sunday, May 23.
Presented by______________________________________________________
Memory________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service_______________________________________________________
Honor_________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service_______________________________________________________
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Time, Talent and Treasure
MARCH
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

MARCH MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2021

Provincial Administration

MARCH ACTIVITY
MAR
MAR
MAR

YTD
YTD
YTD

TOTAL
TOTAL
NET

REVENUE
EXPENSES
REVENUE

$23,888
-$28,636
-$4,748

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY
TOTAL REVENUE
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET
REVENUE

Special Projects—Helping Hand
Fund

$60

Special Projects—Food Bank

$70

Special Projects—Esperanza Snack
Bags

$60

Special Offering—Unity

$305

Moravian Open Door

$340

Communion/Lovefeast

$84,478
-$92,594
-$8,116

Anonymous Gift
Lenten Self-Denial Offering
(Nazareth Social Work Program)

ALL PROVINCIAL/ DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS WERE PAID
IN FULL FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH
TOTAL MONTHLY OBLIGATION IS $7,165

FLOWERS - $10.00

BULLETINS - $10.00

5/2
5/9
5/16
5/23
5/30

5/2
5/9
5/16
5/23
5/30

OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
Sandy & Kevin Love
OPEN

Address Changes
Redacted for Privacy online
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$1,000
$885
$10

Parking Lot

$50

Great Sabbath

$40

Maundy Thursday Communion

$15

Good Friday

$15

Total

OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
Sandy & Kevin Love
OPEN

$10

Initial Offering

Easter Offering

SPONSORS FOR MAY 2021

$1,330

$185
$4,375

Health Ministry
Greetings!
Spring has finally sprung!!! After all, most yards are turning green, flowers are popping up, and the trees are
budding. Some of the early blossoming trees are in full bloom. Oh how nice to see new life. Hopefully, this will
be the start of new beginnings for all.
Crohn’s, Colitis and IBD:
Crohn’s and UC belong to a group of conditions known as inflammatory bowel disease, or IBD. These disorders
affect the GI tract, the area of the body where digestion takes place. The diseases cause inflammation of the
intestine and lead to ongoing symptoms and complications. There is no known cause or cure for IBD, but
fortunately there are many effective treatments to control it. If medication fails to control the symptoms of IBD,
or if certain complications occur, surgery may be required.



It is estimated that 1.6 million Americans suffer from IBD, with approximately 70,000 new
cases each year.
Anyone can get IBD, but adolescents and young adults between the ages of 15 and 35 are the
most susceptible. (10% develop symptoms before 18 years)

Symptoms & Complications:
UC involves the inner lining of the colon, while Crohn’s disease involves all layers of the intestine and can
occur in small intestine, colon: in fact the entire digestive tract from mouth to anus.
Symptoms:
 Persistent diarrhea
 Abdominal pain or cramps
 Rectal bleeding
 Fever and weight loss
 Fatigue
 Joint, skin, or eye irritations
 Delayed growth in children
Crohn’s disease and UC are unpredictable illnesses. Some patients recover after a single attack or are in
remission for years. Others require frequent hospitalizations and surgery. Symptoms may vary in nature,
frequency, and intensity.
If you have any of the above symptoms, see your doctor.
Love,
Health & Wellness Ministry
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When the church is closed …

A Drop Box for Your Oﬀerings!

On the weekend and outside
of church office hours, if you
have a true pastoral
emergency, you can reach
the pastors on their cell
phone.

A secure drop box has been installed on the left wall
of the parking lot vestibule entrance. You can place
your oﬀerings in this locked drop box and it will be
checked regularly. Please make sure the lid is closed
to keep rain out.
Thank you to
the Won By One class
for purchasing and
installing the drop box!

Heather will be in the
office on Wednesdays
and Fridays from
9AM—3PM.
On Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, Heather is
working from home. Please leave a message on
the church voicemail.
It is checked regularly and she will return your call.
She can also be reached via email at
Schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org.

Community Dinner Returns!
Mobile Pick-up Only
Tuesday, May 25:
Lasagna
4:30 - 6:00 PM
(or while supplies last)

Casserole of Care
Casserole of Care will be actively starting again to
prepare & offer meals to those in our congregation who
are in need of a meal due to illness, surgery, birth of a
child, loss of a loved one or any other personal
situations.

~ Drive in parking lot
~ Stay in car
~ Must wear a mask!
~ Meals are absolutely free

Referrals may be made to Dolores Klipple or Cookie
Knauss by Pastor Garritt, Sanette, Heather at the
church office, any Board member or any other member
of our congregation.
Casserole of Care consists of many devoted members
who offer to make & deliver meals to families in need.

WATCH

We look forward to becoming active again and to serve
those in need.

FOR AN IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Blessings!
Cookie Knauss

about an opportunity to get a beautiful new
TREX bench for FREE. The TREX Co. uses
recycled plastic to make their durable outdoor
products, and will give our church a bench if we
can gather 500 pounds of recyclable plastic,
such as grocery bags and bread wrappers. More
complete information will follow soon. Start
saving them now.

"When we feed the hungry We feed you, Jesus."
Matthew 25: 35-40
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Elder’s Devotion
The past three Elder’s Devotions were very inspiring and a little intimidating to follow. Thank you Bill, Val and
Pam for your thoughtful words. When I volunteered for May, I knew what I would write about, but didn’t know
how to put my thoughts into words.
When I was young, my mother gave me my first charm bracelet with two charms to begin… a cross and a mustard
seed. I loved to look at the tiny seed enclosed in the charm and still do. On the back it reads… “If ye have faith as
a grain of mustard seed…. Nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Matthew 17:20
I really didn’t understand the meaning at that time, but it was from my mother, so I knew it had to be special. On
a notecard, she wrote the full verse: And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you,
If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, remove hence to yonder place; and it
shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. The well-worn card remains in my Bible today.
While looking deeper into the verse, I came across an article posted on a website – Finding God Among Us. The
title of the article is, “6 Lessons from a Mustard Seed.” It explains that the mustard seed, the smallest of seeds becomes
the largest of garden plants. However, it needs proper care and attention in order for it to thrive and grow. Just
like the growth of our faith.
We need to nurture our tiny seed of faith into a beautiful, life-sustaining plant that guides us to God using the
following 6 lessons:







Caring is Choice – Our walk with God is a choice. We need to care enough to make the choice to spend
with Him and grow a relationship with Him.
Commitment – Spend dedicated time with God. Talk with Him, Ask Him for help, Thank Him, See His
work in everyday living, Trust Him.
Water – Water your faith. Listen to God, study His word and learn. Every plant needs water to survive.
Sunshine – Sunlight represents the positive influences we choose. Chose them wisely to deepen your
roots with God.
Weed – Weed out the negative influences. Talk with God to figure out if you are faced with a weed or
not.
Feed – Sustain your relationship with God through prayer. Prayer strengthens; it is our “Miracle Gro.”

Thank you mom for that tiny seed you planted in me years ago and teaching me to grow a special relationship
with God. The day after you passed, as I sat in church, one of the scriptures read was Luke 13:18-19 Then Jesus
asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard seed, which a man took
and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds perched in its branches.”
I was more than assured she was in his loving hands.
In concluding, spend time in prayer allowing God to work in your heart as you grow and allow Him to become
deeply rooted in every part of your life. I’m still growing…
Tammy Mehlig, Elder

ACTIVATE OUR PRAYER CHAIN

Correction: Joint board member contact
information printed in April 2021 newsletter

Contact Elaine Bittner or call the church office.

The phone number for Linda Meylach was listed
incorrectly. Redacted for online privacyl

For same day or next day prayer requests,
please call or text Elaine to ensure
it is sent out promptly.
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Our Church Family
PRAYER CONCERNS

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS * (Friends)

SERVING IN THE MILITARY

*With respect for the rights each one has to privacy, please
secure an individual’s permission before adding them to our
prayer list, or sharing their concern during worship. Please
remember to contact the church office when
names should be removed from the list.

*significant
Birthday ending in
a “5” or “0”.

1 - Ann Dalton
6 - KateLynn Hess (10)
Helaine Kline
9 - Collin Beil*
Nancy Getz*
10 - Barbara Butz
Chloe Paulus (12)
George Ryerson
12 - Allene Rampulla*
Daimler Samsel
13 - Deb Charles*
Robert Kline
14 - Sue Anascavage
Nathan Kline
Parker Smith
15 - Tom Giovanni
Brittany Hartzell*
17 - Matthew Sweitzer
18 - Ray Marsh
19 - David Knauss-Hauck(16)
Elizabeth Lirag (12)
Ashley Marsh
21 - Cookie Knauss

24 - Jenny Hess
25 - Miriam Stoudt
28 - Carolyn Hertzog
Kevin Love*
30 - George Knauss
Kira Silimperi
31 - Alissa Kline

5611 16 17 19 21 22 27 29 30 31 -

Joseph & Lindsay Kutz (15)
Jin & Pin Zhong (38)
Robin & Brian Foulk (36)
Chris & Gayle Gagner (29)
Shannon & Adam Shafnisky (14)
Amy & Enrique Lirag (20)
Kevin & Sandy Love (33)
Robert & Lisa Nixon (38)
Patricia & James Alercia (12)
Paul & Miriam Stoudt (56)
Garritt & Sanette Fleming (4)
Mel & Carol Messinger (49)
Andy & Brenda Loiacano (40)
Bob & Marianne Sweitzer (40)
Tim & Stasia Remaley (13)

MAY SAFE HARBOR
Women’s Bible Study
MAY RECYCLING SPONSORS
Sandy & Kevin Love
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Spring certainly has arrived along with the beautiful ﬂowers, the leaves uncurling from the
trees, grass and dandelion shooting up and the relaxing sounds of the birds chirping! Our God
thought of everything when he made this world for us. All the colors, sounds, seasons and
temperatures. When I look out the window it's like a constantly changing picture show,
something glorious to see for everyone's eyes! Amazing!
Another amazing thing is that we continue with Zoom Sunday School for the children on
Sundays from 9:15-10:00AM and we have ﬁnished learning stories from the ﬁrst ﬁve books of
the Old Testament. The ﬁrst week in May will be spent reviewing and learning some more on
the life and journey of Moses and then continuing on to Joshua. We continue to mail and hand deliver packets to our
children and pray that those who do not join us on Zoom are at least reading (or parents are) the material we supply.
Donna and Mike have sent out letters to the Senior High Sunday School age to start a Zoom meeting every other
Sunday to just touch base with them. They are still waiting for a reply from at least someone!?!?! Please, we encourage
you to at least reply and let them know how you are doing or if they or the church can help you in any way.
The Won by One has started to meet in the church parking lot on Sunday mornings, weather permitting, and will be
starting a new book this month. Bring your chair, Bible, coﬀee or tea and mask with a smile behind it and join them. All
are welcome!
Discussion and planning have started as to how we can safely have Vacation Bible School this summer. Stay tuned for
further information regarding this. We deﬁnitely will be reaching out for teachers and helpers. Feel free to contact
myself or the church oﬃce if you are able to volunteer your time or ideas.
Joyful blessing!
Pamela Stampf
Sunday School Coordinator

Join us every 2nd and 4th Sunday at 9:15am on ZOOM
Our focus is on Apologetics - the defense of our faith. In our first session we will look at the evidence
we have for the trustworthiness of the Bible.







How can we know that the disciples didn't make up the resurrection stories?
Do we have evidence for Bible people and events from outside the Bible?
Does the Bible contradict science?
We don't have the original manuscripts - why this is a good thing?
The 4 gospels don't always agree - why this is a good thing?

Join us to discuss these topics and help choose the next topic.
Email schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org or Laurie Toyberg for the ZOOM link.
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SUN

MON

Fifth Sunday of Easter

2

TUE
3

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
9:15 AM Won By One Class

WED
4

THU
5

7 PM Elders Meeting

FRI
6

SAT
7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

9 AM Women’s Bible Study

10:30 AM Worship

Christian Family Lovefeast

9

10

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
9:15 AM Won By One Class
9:15 AM Young Adult Class on
Zoom

11
7 PM Trustees Meeting
7 PM Nazareth Women

12
12:30 Public Retirees

13
9 AM Women’s Bible Study

10:30 AM Worship - Bring Your
Own Lovefeast
16

17

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
9:15 AM Won By One Class

18

19

6 PM Reopening Task Force
7:30 Joint Board Meeting

20
9 AM Women’s Bible Study

11

Ascension Sunday

10:30 AM Worship

Pentecost Holy Communion

23

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
9:15 AM Won By One Class
9:15 AM Young Adult Class on
Zoom

24
Pastors’ Vacation

Pastors’ Vacation

30

9:15 - 9:45 AM Children’s Sunday
School on Zoom
9:15 AM Won By One Class
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 Memorial Day Observance

26
Pastors’ Vacation

27
Pastors’ Vacation
9 AM Women’s Bible Study

10:30 AM Worship

Trinity Sunday
Memorial Day Observance
Pastors’ Vacation

25

31
Pastors’ Vacation

Pastors’ Vacation

Pastors’ Vacation

The Joyful Noise
Schoeneck Moravian Church
316 North Broad Street Extension
Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org
https://schoeneckmoravian.org
610-759-0376

Schoeneck Moravian Church
May 2021

Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him.
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love.

Our Mission Statement
“To follow the example of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to love and
serve all.”

Rev. Garritt Fleming, Pastor
Rev. Sanette Fleming, Pastor
Ryan Morrow, Director of Music
Heather Scholtes, Administrative Assistant

9:15 am Zoom Sunday School
10:30 am Worship via livestream
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