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               SEASONS 
 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,  
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,  saying, “Where is He who has been born  
King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”   

And when they had come into the house, they saw the young  Child with Mary His mother,  
and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures,  
they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  (Matthew 2: 1-2, 11) 

 

At this time of year, there are many “seasons” taking place.  There is the Season of Winter, which only  
began on December 21.  Will it be cold and snowy, or unseasonably warm and rainy this year?  Will we 
have Snow Days, or will they all be Remote Learning Days this year? 
 

There is the Season of Football, with one month remaining, during which we either rejoice or despair 
about how the Eagles are doing in the pre-Super Bowl frenzy. 
 

And then there is the Season of Epiphany, from January 6 until Ash Wednesday, this year on February 14.  
Epiphany celebrates when the Wise Men, or Magi, reached Bethlehem and delivered their gifts.  In many 
cultures, January 6 is the time to open your presents, rather than Christmas or Christmas Eve.  It is also 
the time to celebrate the end of the Twelve Days of Christmas. 
 

Even though the focus of Epiphany as a day is often on gifts, there is a more subtle focus on Epiphany 
as a season in the church.  The season celebrates the church in a wider world, that Jesus came not only 
for the Jews, but for non-Jews as well.  The Magi were from a non-Jewish culture, and they represent the 
Gentiles, those people who were not Jews.  They represent US! 
 

The Gospel lessons for the Sundays after Epiphany are about Jesus’ early ministry, again showing that 
the Jewish Messiah is also the Messiah of Gentiles as well.   
 

The word “epiphany,” not capitalized, has another meaning:  that lightbulb-over-the-head moment 
when you suddenly understand something very important.  Will we as a congregation or as individuals 
have such a moment during 2024?  Will our community, our country, and the world suddenly realize that 
war, hatred, bloodshed, distrust, and hostility are destructive?   
 

May one of our prayers for the coming uncertain year be, “Deliver us from the sins which lead to war 
and conflict, and strengthen within us the will to establish righteousness and justice on the earth. . . 
Hasten the day when the kingdom of the world shall become your Kingdom, and by grace make us  
worthy to stand before you.  Amen.”  (Moravian Book of Worship, liturgy for Intercessions in Time of Crisis, p. 118.) 

 

Sue Dreydoppel, President, Board of Trustees 
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In the birth of Christ, God shined His light not just for those living nearby, but those in far off lands. 
His star shined across the lands so that many would see and come. The season of Epiphany  
reminds us of this, that the Lord came to bring salvation not just to a select group, but to all people. 
Let us journey with the Wisemen from a distant land to come see the Christ Child .                               

 
Sunday, January 7—Rev. Betsy Miller. Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. 
First Sunday after Epiphany.  Epiphany Holy Communion.  
 
Sunday, January 14—Rev. Otto Dreydoppel.  Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. 
Second Sunday after Epiphany. 
 
Sunday, January 21—Rev. Jeffrey Gehris. Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. 
Third Sunday after Epiphany. 
 
Sunday, January 28—Rev. Frank Stinner. Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany. 

Worship the Lord with Us! 

Future Worship Services 
 
Sunday, February 4—Rev. Bruce Weaknecht. There is only one worship services at 10:30 AM,  
followed by a covered dish meal in the Fellowship Hall.  The Church Council meeting will convene 
after the meal, around 1:00 PM.  
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 
 
 

Sunday, February 11—Rev. Jeffrey Gehris. Worship Services 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany. 
 
Sunday, February 18—Rt. Rev. Chris Giesler. Worship Services 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM.  
First Sunday in Lent. Holy Communion. 
 
Sunday, February 25—Rev. Frank Stinner.  Worship Services 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
Second Sunday in Lent. 

       Midweek Lenten Services 
      Hosted by Nazareth Moravian Church 

 

       Meal at 6:00 PM and Worship at 7:00 PM 

 
Wednesday, February 14—Ash Wednesday 

 
Wednesday, February 21 

 
Wednesday, February 28 

 
Wednesday, March 6 

 
Wednesday, March 13 

 
Wednesday, March 20 
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      A special thank you to all the Sunday School children that participated in our Sunday School Christmas  
Program on December 17th. Also, an extra special thank you to Sister Sarah Hriniak for the wonderful job of putting  
together all the information about the Putz and organizing the program. And.... thank you to Pastor Roy Ledbetter for his 
generosity, talent and love shown to Schoeneck by hand-crafting all the figures of the Nativity Putz and presenting them 
to Schoeneck. We were able to learn so much about each scene of the Putz that we just gazed at in adoration each  
Christmas season without understanding the details about it. 
 

      The Small Ensemble sounded awesome with their prelude of "Silent Night". Thank you to Jillian and Ava for 
their performance of "All Through the Night” and Anthony's saxophone solo of "What Child is This" for our offertory  
selections. 
 

      We definitely have a wonderful group of talented and loving children in our church.  I'm so happy that we had 
a great attendance this Sunday to encourage the children and show them that we all as members of Schoeneck  
appreciate them and support them in all that they do here at church and in the community. 
 

      Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! See you in Sunday School on January 7, 2024 
 

                 Remember, Jesus is the reason for the season! Happy Birthday Jesus!  
 

 

Pamela Stampf 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Financial Report from Youth Rally Weekend To Schoeneck Moravian Church 
 

The Moravian Youth Council Rally was held October 6-8, 2023, at Schoeneck Moravian Church in Nazareth, PA.   
Although we had been told to prepare for 200-250 participants, registration came only to 149 people from ten  
congregations. 
 

Income: 
   Moravian Youth Council  
        Food payment, Youth Rally          $4,000.00 
        additional after financial report                      964.25 (pending) 
        Schoeneck offerings and special envelope  1,462 00    
Total Income:              $6,426.25 
 

 
 
 

Additional Expense (difficult to determine exact amount): 
    Cost of additional utilities for the weekend (heat, cooling, water [$83], sewer, electricity) 
    Additional paper towels, copier paper, supplies ordered for the weekend 
   Additional custodial time, during and after the rally 
 

In addition, Schoeneck Members and Friends donated: 
 Countless volunteer hours from at least 60 different individuals 
  Planning the weekend    Preparing craft project 

Creating and taking down Spider Web  Filling snack bags 
Cooking and preparing meals   Serving food 
Tie-dying Schoeneck T-shirts   Hosting and hospitality during the event 

             All contents of snack bags for participants 
 

Additional toilet paper, paper towels, hand soap, hand sanitizer, etc. for weekend 
 All prizes, materials and equipment for Spider Web Social 
 Large tent by Pavilion 
 Tent over grills 
 Grills, roasting pans, misc. kitchen equipment 
 

The Schoeneck congregation was privileged to host the 2023 Moravian Youth Rally.  Even during this time of  
transition, with no pastor(s) on staff, we all worked together to share our facility and to provide an event for the Eastern 
District and the wider Moravian Church.   
 

 Pam Stampf    Brenda Makovetz   Sue Dreydoppel 
 Youth Rally Coordinator  Church Treasurer   President, Trustees 

Expenses: 
   Food items, ice, serving supplies, etc.     $3,384.37 
       Paper products            266.68 
       Plumber visit           105.00  
       Additional trash pick-up after weekend      60.00 
       Porta-Potties rental           495.00 
       Pizza for volunteers (following clean-up)   62.26 
Total Cash Expense:                     $4,373.31 
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        ELDER DEVOTION   

 

Have you ever looked out your window and watched rain mixed with snow? The wind is blowing in 
one direction and the very next moment it is blowing in the opposite direction. Snowflakes were very 
small at first, then gradually got bigger till snow covered the ground. 
 

That pretty much describes my life. Very chaotic, extremely busy, blessings mixed with loss, good 
health then illness, Problems piling up with no sign of solutions. 
 

It's my life, but at all times God is in control. He has the perfect plan. When I need Him the most, I 
can feel his presence. And the answers I have been waiting for are there. 
 
A good friend once told me to pray the Lord's Prayer when there are no words to describe how you 
are feeling. This prayer has become my rock as I awake during the night, unable to fall back into a 
much needed sleep. 
 

I pray in God's light, not in darkness. I love things that are beautiful, things being true, just, righteous 
and pleasing to our Lord. I choose to walk with Him through the mixture of life's circumstances. 
With God to lead me, I walk this life. 
 

Dear Lord, help me see your hand in life's bewildering twists and turns. Speak to me so I'll  
understand your way when I find myself trapped in a difficult situation. Shine your light down upon 
me so I can follow you. 
 
In Jesus name, Amen. 
Elaine Bittner 

Joint Board Members 
                 Board of Elders                       Board of Trustees 
                              

  Jim Makovetz, Vice Chair 

 Melody Stocker, Secretary 

 Elaine Bittner 

 Bill Heiser 

 Linda Meylach 

 Mike Rampulla 

 Sharon Peters-Schuler 

 Pamela Stampf  

 Ann-Louise Taylor 

Board of Elders   
 

December Board of Elders meeting: 
 
 

1. Elders will be providing a meal to Safe Harbor in 
January. 

 

2.    Elders continue to find supply pastors. 
 

3. Nominating Committee-if you are interested in 
serving on one of the Boards, please let an Elder 
know. 

 

4.    Looking for members to represent Schoeneck at 
2024 Synod ( June 26-29, 2024).  If you are 
interested let an Elder know. 

Board of Trustees  
 

December Board of Trustees meeting: 
 
1. Approved the proposed 2024 budget.  
 
2. Discussed Trustee coverage for December and      
    January.  
 
3. Reviewed the parsonage repairs.  
 
4. Changed the Recycling sponsorship to $43.00 each  
    month. 
 

Sue Dreydoppel, President 

Bob Sweitzer, Vice President 

Gail Gagner, Secretary 

Sue Anascavage 

Ann Dalton 

Jeff Fogel 

Andrew Majczan 

Dwayne Moyer 

Troy Schoeneberger 
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At the 2023 Northern Provincial Synod of the Moravian Church, the Moravian Ministries Foundation and  Board of 
World Mission offered an opportunity for Moravians in North America to make a difference in the world.  The goal 
of the Debt Jubilee Project:  For the Healing of the World was to raise $50,000 in 50 days to forgive medical debt 
in the US and at the Moravian medical ministry in Ahuas, Honduras. 
 

The final total raised was more than double the goal, raising $102,424.47!  This represented 284 donations from  
people representing 71 congregations, including Schoeneck.  Thanks to their support, over $10 million in medical 
debt was eliminated in 37 US counties where there is a Moravian presence. Almost 13,500 individuals and families 
received a letter that their medical debt was being forgiven, with no further action required.   
 

Specifically, in Northampton County, there were 463 recipients, abolishing over $350,000 in medical debt.  In 
Lehigh County, there were 750 recipients, removing almost $700,000 in medical debt.  That’s over $1 million in 
crushing medical debt eliminated just in the Lehigh Valley! 
 

While the names of the recipients have not been released, we know that there are Schoeneck members and friends 
who face the burden of medical debt.  They will especially understand the relief and gratitude that the recipients of 
this gift are feeling. 
 

Including the funds which went to the clinic in Nicaragua, this brief project of 50+ days relieved almost $11 million 
in medical debt.  As noted by the sponsoring partners of this project, “When we all pool our resources and work  
together, we can make a big difference in the world.”  Amen! 

 Tell Me About Synod  

Part I  
What is a District Synod?  
 

A District Synod is a gathering of  representatives from Moravian congregations  

belonging to a District (a subdivision) within a Province of  the Moravian Church. Its 

purpose is to confirm, renew, and establish bonds of  Christian love and fellowship both 

among individual members and between congregations and to stimulate and strengthen 

ministry undertaken together.  
 

Significantly, in the Moravian Church the majority of  those in attendance at synods are 

lay persons, rather than clergy. Such representation is reflective of  the church’s  

conviction that sharing the good news of  Jesus Christ is the calling of  the entire church, 

rather than a task restricted to those called to ordained ministry.  
 

By Rev. Derek French  
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Please let the church office 

know if your home address, 

home/cell number or email 

address has changed recently! 

 

Thank You 

PLEASE NOTE OUR SNOW POLICY 
 

 If the conditions are hazardous (ice, excessive snow, 
winter weather emergency conditions, etc.), please consult any of 
the following to find out whether worship has been cancelled, or 
the schedule altered: 
 

• WFMZ, Channel 69 (Check the crawl on television, but 
they have indicated to us that they will only post the 
announcement on their website, www.wfmz.com, unless 
there are “extreme weather conditions”).   

• The church voicemail message (610-759-0376) 
 

We will make every effort to arrive at an appropriate decision 
prior to 7:00 AM on Sunday mornings. 

 

 
 
 

 
First Wednesday of Each Month  
11:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for tea, refreshments,  
and fellowship time. 

 

All are welcome.   
 

Men’s Bible Study, Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.   
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays at  9:00 AM.   

            

PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER LEADERSHIP 
 

Are you or someone you know being called to serve in church leadership? 
 

The Nominating Committee asks that you prayerfully consider whether you or someone else might be called to serve in one of 
the following roles: 
 

ELDERS are the spiritual leaders of the church, working alongside the pastor to facilitate the growth of the congregation,  
discerning how God is calling the congregation and deciding how we can respond to that call.   (3-year term) 
 

TRUSTEES are the stewards of the church’s building and grounds, determining how our money and property can be most  
effectively used in order to further God’s mission for the church.     (3-year term) 
 

CHRISTIAN ED CONGREGATION AT LARGE REPRESENTATIVE.  This person(s) is elected to represent the voice of 
the congregation in the Christian Education Ministry.  The person(s) should have a passion for studying God’s word and a 
concern for the spiritual well-being of the congregation.      (1-year term) 
 

DISTRICT SYNOD DELEGATE will represent our congregation at the Moravian Church Eastern District Synod held in 
Bethlehem June 26-29, 2024.  Delegates will vote and share in shaping resolutions to direct the ministry of the  
Moravian Church. 
 

If you are interested or want to suggest a candidate, please speak to any member of the  
Nominating Committee: Jim Makovetz, Sue Dreydoppel, Sharon Schuler, or Troy Schoeneberger. 

Save the Dates! 
 

Jr. Youth Meet-Ups in the New Year 
 

Meet right after church in the Dieners Kitchen 
 for a fun TBD activity! 

 

January 7, February 4, March 3 
 

Open to all in Grades 2-6...bring a friend! 
 

Lanie Yaswinski and Courtney Schnyderite—Jr. Youth Leaders 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
for the annual  

Schoeneck Church Council meeting  
on Sunday, February 4.   

There will be only one worship  
service that day at 10:30, followed  

by a covered dish meal  
in the Fellowship Hall.   

The Church Council meeting  
will convene after the meal, 

around 1:00 PM. 
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The Thanksgiving dinner on November 20th was a huge success!  We served 289 meals!  Also, received  
donations “Back from the community”, donations of 6 boxes of non-perishable goods that were donated to the 
Nazareth Food Bank.  How wonderful! 
 

Thanks to all who have made this season of Community Dinner so successful by being volunteers, donations of 
baked goods, and monetary donations.  Please feel free to donate anytime throughout the year to keep this 
wonderful mission a success. 
 

Thank you for all your support and blessings, Sharon Schuler and the Community Dinner Team. 

Card received saying, “Thank You!  so, so much” 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

On behalf of Rev. Bevon White and the Moravian Youth 

Council, we extend our thanks and appreciation for the 

warmth and welcome you extended to us at the Youth 

Ministries Weekend 2023.  Many thanks for your  

kindness and a job well done. 
 

Many blessings to all. 

Rev. Bevon White + The Moravian Youth Council 

Thank you to whomever found my turquoise ring.   
 

Blessings, 
Elaine Bittner. 

Dear People of Faith, 
 

Thank you for your contribution to the Nazareth Area 
Support Program.  We are pleased to announce that a 
new social worker, Cyndi Thorpe, was hired recently.  
With the rapid rise in rental rates throughout our  
community, many families are struggling to pay all their 
expenses.  Cyndi has worked with several clients to  
connect them with services that will allow them to stay 
in their homes. 
 

Cyndi Thorpe can be contacted at 610-759-3163 ext. 104 
or email—nazarethsocialworker@gmail.com. 
 

Your generous gift helps to make this program possible. 
 

The Reverend Scott A. Hall 
Treasurer, Nazareth Ministerium 

Thank You from Nazareth Area Food Bank 
 

The Nazareth Area Food Bank thanks the Schoeneck congregation for supporting the Food Bank’s efforts to 
end food insecurity.  Our donations of nonperishable food during the fall have helped to provide much 
needed food for those struggling families and individuals in the Nazareth area. 
 

For the months of January, February and March, the Nazareth Area Food Bank will be closed due to the  
unpredictability of weather causing safety concerns for both clients and volunteers.  Food donations will not 
be accepted during these months.  However, during this time, clients will receive a generous grocery store 
gift card in the mail to assist with their food needs.  Monetary donations to support these gift cards are  
greatly appreciated and can be mailed to ‘Nazareth Area Food Bank, P.O. Box 178, Nazareth, PA  18064’.   
 

The Nazareth Area Food Bank relies solely upon the efforts of volunteers and the compassion of  
congregations like Schoeneck to feed the hungry in our area.  Every gift is a blessing greatly appreciated! 

From the Board of World Mission of the Moravian Church: 
 

Dear Friends at Schoeneck: 
 

Thank you for your donation of $916 ($833 collected from the Mission & Evangelism bake sale, plus $83 to cover the fees to 
wire the funds to Kenya) for the Hope Christian Center roof project and associated wiring fees in Kenya. Your remarkable 
gift will bring God's love and compassion to a part of the world that is largely  forgotten.  Together let us continue to be the 
Body of Christ. 
 

As the Moravian Church continues to grow each year, and new prospective mission areas are identified, we know that we 
could not be as effective as we are without your support.  Thank you for helping us to be faithful to our commitments to the 
Great Commandment and the Great Commission! 
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NOVEMBER MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

2023 
      

      NOVEMBER ACTIVITY  

       

NOVEMBER TOTAL REVENUE  $30,380  

NOVEMBER TOTAL EXPENSES -$33,384  

NOVEMBER NET REVENUE  -$  3,004  

  

YEAR TO DATE ACTIVITY  

YTD TOTAL REVENUE  $480,450  

YTD TOTAL EXPENSES  -$457,781  

YTD NET REVENUE  $  22,669  

 

 

      

 
 

ALL DENOMINATIONAL OBLIGATIONS ARE PAID  
IN FULL THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 2023 

 Time, Talent and Treasure 
 
 
 
Provincial Administration        $1,650 
Communion Offerings              357 
Moravian Open Door-Joyful Noise                      97 
Moravian Open Door-Tree Love Offering        307     
Organ Repair Fund              250 
Thanksgiving Offering                                         522 
Christmas Offering                                                50 
New Year’s Eve Offering                                      30 
Special Projects-Fuel                                             20 
Special Projects-Esperanza                                 415 
Special Projects-A/C/Heater Unit                    1,332 
Community Dinner Donations                            361 
Bake Sale-Kenya Roof Project                            833 
Nazareth Food Bank                                              30 
 
Total                                                                 $6,254                                    
 
 

NOVEMBER SPECIAL OFFERINGS 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

From the Trustees:  The sanitation company recently increased the monthly cost of  
emptying the recycling containers.  Beginning in January 2024, sponsoring the church's  
recycling will increase to $43 per month. We are very appreciative of all those who have 
signed up for this sponsorship. 

5-Nov 25 55 80  63  10 7 11 1 

12-Nov 28 55 83  73  16 8 11 1 

19-Nov 35 59 94  82  12 7 17 1 

22-Nov Thanksgiving Eve 7:00  61 61  87      

26-Nov 26 69 95  66  13 9 12 1 

Total 114 299 413  371  51 31 51 4 

November  Average: 28.5 59.80 82.60   74.20   12.75 7.75 12.75 1.00 

    In  Church      Online*   Sunday School  
      8:00 AM   10:30 AM      Total  10:30 AM  Children Staff Adult Staff 

LESS YTD ORGAN REPAIR FUND                          
                 DONATIONS RECEIVED                         $  31,880 
   

LESS YTS MEMORIAL FUND RECEIPTS              $    3,494 
 

                 ACTUAL YTD NET REVENUE            -$  12,705 

The special envelope for January and other months of 2024 is marked "Windows."  The Trustees are  
making some repairs to windows (the glass kind, not the computer kind) in both the church and the  
parsonage.  We also hope to purchase window treatments for the parsonage to help with energy 
efficiency.  Later in the year we will be looking at some additional window repairs. 
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SPONSORS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 
 

     FLOWERS - $10.00   BULLETINS - $10.00 
 

  1/7 TBA     1/7 TBA 
1/14 TBA   1/14 TBA   
1/21 Dennis Silvius   1/21 Dennis Silvius 
1/28 Cookie Knauss   1/28 Pamela Stampf 
  

Worship Helpers This Month 

JANUARY TRUSTEES 
 

Shared 
 
 

JANUARY  ELDERS 
 

   8:00 AM Melody Stocker 
10:30 AM Linda Meylach 

JANUARY RECYCLING SPONSOR $43 
 
 

Dennis Silvius 
 

JANUARY SAFE HARBOR 
 

Board of Elders 
 
 

 LOVEFEAST  

 

2024 Lovefeast sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board outside the church office. 
 

Sponsors ($100) & Bakers Needed! 

Date Time Ushers Greeters Scripture 

Readers 
Nursery 

Sunday, January 7 

1st Sunday after  

Epiphany 

 

8:00 AM 
 

& 
 

10:30 AM 

Dave & Barb Butz 
 

Lorena Roberts & 
John Beitel 

Ann Dalton 
 

Ron & Linda  
Minnich 

TBA 
 

TBA 

Andrew &  
Andrea Majczan 

Sunday,  January 14 
2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:00 AM 
 

& 
 

10:30 AM 

Joanne Smith & 
Dennis Silvius 

 
Glenn Hertzog & 

Drew Dishong 

 
Bob & Carol Hunt 

 
Pam Stampf & 

Jillian Schnyderite 
 

TBA 
 

TBA 

Sharon Schuler 
& 

Sue Anascavage 

Sunday, January 21 
3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
 

8:00 AM 
 

& 
 

10:30 AM 

Melody Stocker & 
Franklin Homme 

 
JoAnn Heckman & 

Anthony Stampf 

Joanne Smith  
 
 

Joe Brown 

TBA 
 

TBA 

Gayle Searock 
& 

Mim Stoudt 

Sunday, January 28 
4th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

8:00 AM 
 

& 
 

10:30 AM 

Melody Stocker & 
Franklin Homme 

 
Lorena Roberts & 

John Beitel 

Ann Dalton 
 
 

Sharon Schuler 

TBA 

 
TBA 

Allene Rampulla 
& 

Tammy Mehlig 

Usher & Greeter Coordinator 
Sandy Love’s contact information  

610-759-7279 
Email—sandyleelove1965@icloud.com 

Scripture Readers Coordinator 
Lisa Moyer’s contact information 

610-657-3530 
lisaloves2sing@gmail.com 
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Schoeneck Moravian Church 
  

Our Lamb has conquered, let us follow him. 
In Essentials, Unity; In Nonessentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love. 

Ryan Morrow, Director of Music 

Cindi Kessler, Administrative Assistant 

  

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM Worship in the Sanctuary  

10:30 AM Livestream 

Our Mission Statement 
“To follow the example of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ to love and 

serve all.” 

 

Schoeneck Moravian Church 
316 North Broad Street Extension 

Nazareth, Pennsylvania 18064-9522 

schoeneck@schoeneckmoravian.org 

https://schoeneckmoravian.org 

610-759-0376 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Joyful Noise 


